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1.

2.
N

3.A.
ROYAL MINISTRY OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY,


Economic Policy Department


P.O. BOX 8014 Dep


N-0030  OSLO

3.B.
Royal Ministry of Health and Care Services

Norwegian Food Safety Authority

P.O. Box 8187 Dep


N-0034 OSLO
Norway


4.
2006/9021/N
5.
Utkast til forskrift om endringer i forskrift 18. september 2006 nr. 1068 om krav om analyserapport ved import av produktgrupper av langkornet ris med opprinnelse i USA for å unngå innblanding av ikke-godkjent genmodifisert ris LL 601

Draft of Regulations amending Regulations 18. september 2006 no. 1068 requiering documentation for imports of certain categories of long-grain rice originating in the USA, in order to avoid contamination by non-approved genetically modified rice LL 601

6.
New products:

Long-grain rice originating in the USA intended for use as food stuff or feeding stuff, comprised by numbers 10 06 1010, 10 06 1090 of the Norwegian customs tariff.

(Already in force:

Long-grain rice originating in the USA intended for use as food stuff or feeding stuff, comprised by numbers 10 06 2010, 10 06 2090, 10 06 3010 and 10 06 3020 of the Norwegian customs tariff.

Broken rice originating in the USA intended for use as food stuff or feeding stuff, comprised by

numbers 10 06 4010 og 10 06 4020 of the Norwegian customs tariff, except for broken rice that is cerified free from long-grain rice.)

7.


8.
Each consignment of rice imported to Norway falling within the scope of the Regulations must be sampled and analysed by the Norwegian Food Safety Authority to demonstrate that the consignment does not contain genetically modified rice LL 601. If the result of the analysis demonstrates that the consignment contains genetically modified rice LL 601, the consignment can not be placed on the market.

The Norwegian Food Safety Authority shall issue an accompanying document indicating that the consignment has been subject to official sampling and analysis and setting out the results of the analysis.

If a consignment is split, a certified copy of the accompanying document issued by the Norwegian Food Safety Authority shall accompany each part of the split consignment.

All costs resulting from sampling, analysis and issuing of the official accompanying document shall be born by the operator responsible for the consignment.

The Regulations above do not apply to consignments that have already been officially sampled and analysed in another EU- or EFTA-country according to equivalent measures and that are accompanied by equivalent accompanying documents demonstrating that the consignments do not contain genetically modified rice LL 601.

9.
The Norwegian Regulations are almost identical to the European Commission’s Decision 6. November 2006 (2006/754/EC) amending Decision 2006/601/EC on emergency measures regarding the non-authorised genetically modified organism "LL RICE 601" in rice products. The only difference between the Norwegian Regulations and the Commission Decision is that the Norwegian customs tarriffs might possibly differ slightly from those of the European Union. The question of this possible difference is presently being investigated.

The reasons for the Norwegian Regulations are the very same as the reasons stated in the preamble of Commission Decision 6. November 2006 (2006/754/EC).

The EC body of rules regulating genetically modified organisms is not yet a part of the EEA Agreement. Consequently, those EC regulations do not impose legal obligations on Norway. However, on this occasion, Norway deems it important to adopt identical emergency measures as the EU. Thus, the Norwegian Regulations in question have been adopted on a national legal basis.
10.
Commission Decision 2006/601/EC

Commission Decision 2006/754/EC

Norwegian Regulations 18. september 2006 no. 1068 requiering documentation for imports of certain categories of long-grain rice originating in the USA, in order to avoid contamination by non-approved genetically modified rice LL 601

11.
YES

12.
Cf. item 9 above. There is a need to act quickly in order to avoid contamination of rice by non-approved genetically modified rice originating in the USA. Such genetically modified rice has recently been detected in the food chain in the USA.
13.
No

14.
No

15.


16.
TBT: a) NO

b) i)


SPS: a)YES
