Unofficial English translation: 

In case of conflicts or translation errors the Icelandic legal text prevails.
REGULATION
on fertilizers and soil material
Article 1
Purpose and Scope

The purpose of this Regulation is to ensure the quality of the products to which it applies, without imposing unnecessary barriers to trade in those products.

This Regulation applies to inorganic fertilizers, organic fertilisers, soil improvers, artificial soil, additives for composting and agricultural microbes. It does not apply to livestock effluent or other organic waste from farms, which is used unprocessed as fertilizer, e.g. without drying or the incorporation of additives, in neighboring areas for cultivation, grazing or revegetation. 
Article 2
Central Administration

The supreme authority over issues covered by this Regulation is vested in the Minister of Agriculture. 


The Agricultural Authority of Iceland shall monitor compliance with the provisions of this Regulation and is authorised to take samples of any product to which it applies.

The seed and fertilizer committee, set up pursuant to Article 3(2)(2) of Act No 22/1994 on Surveillance of Feed, Fertilizer, and Seed, shall provide assistance and advice to the Agricultural Authority as regards the implementation of surveillance under this Regulation. 

Article 3
Annexes

Annexes to this Regulation shall be a part of this Regulation.  


With EEA Joint Committee Decision No 8/2005 of 8 February 2005 it was proposed that Regulation (EC) No 2003/2003 of the Eurpean Parliament and of the Council of 13 October 2003 on inorganic fertilizers, contained in Annex I, enter into force in Iceland with any amendments and additions pertaining to Annex II of the EEA Agreement and other provisions thereof. 


Annex II covers organic fertilizers, soil improvers, artificial soil, additives for composting and agricultural microbes. 

Article 4
Registration, Product Certification and Notification

Anyone who produces or imports products covered by this Regulation or intends to take up such activities must notify the Agricultural Authority.

All products covered by this Regulation shall be registered with the Agricultural Authority prior to their promotion, distribution and/or sale. 

On registration the following information shall be provided:
a. Group and type of product (fertilizer, soil improver, etc.) together with a sales description. If the product is to be sold under a specific commercial name, the commercial name shall also be stated.
b. Further information on the contents of the product, such as active substances, chemical compounds and anything pertinent to an assessment of the product’s properties.
c. If the product in question contains sludge, manure, organic waste or comparable substances, cf. Chapter 1 of Annex II, the disinfection which the product has undergone must be described.
d. Information on the marking of packages, labels or package inserts.
e. The cadmium content of fertilizer containing phosphorus.
The Agricultural Authority may require certification of the behaviour of the product as well as any other necessary additional information on the product, cf. paragraph 2 (a) to (e).

The Agricultural Authority shall be informed of any changes in the information previously submitted as soon as possible and no later than three weeks before the sale of the altered product commences.
Article 5 
Confirmation of Cadmium Content

The level of cadmium in inorganic fertilizers containing phosphorus must not exceed 50 mg of cadmium (Cd) per kg of phosphorus (P) (or 22 mg Cd per kg P2O5). The same applies to inorganic fertilizers in mixtures.


On registration, a declaration of the cadmium content in an inorganic fertilizer containing phosphorus, shall be submitted. The declaration shall include the following:

a. A description of the fertilizer in question.
b. Confirmation that the fertilizer contains less than 50 mg Cd per kg P (or 22 mg Cd per kg P2O5).

c. The signature of the manufacturer or of the entity responsible for the distribution and sale of the fertilizer.
This declaration shall be available at every wholesale level of trade, and the purchaser shall be entitled to view it.
Article 6
Restrictions on Advertising

While selling, distributing or promoting the product, no reference, whatsoever, shall be made to it being produced with official approval or permission. 
Article 7
Exemption

The Agricultural Authority may grant a temporary exemption for a product covered by this Regulation, provided the product is under research and development and/or it has been established that the product is not harmful to human or animal health or to the environment.
Article 8
Confidentiality Obligations of Surveillance Authorities

Surveillance Authorities and others operating under the provisions of this Regulation are bound by confidentiality with regard to any information covered by industrial or commercial secrecy. The same applies to information brought to their knowledge and which shall be kept confidential pursuant to law or based on the nature of the case. The obligation of confidentiality shall remain in force even though employment may cease.

Information and notifications issued by surveillance authorities to the media shall be objectively justified and care shall be taken not to cause undue harm to the interests or reputation of individual industries, institutions or businesses.
Article 9
Fees

In order to cover costs incurred through the operations of the Agricultural Authority under the present Regulation, a surveillance fee shall be charged, amounting to 0.25% of the import price (cif) of products covered by the Regulation, to be collected on customs clearance, and 0.25% of the sales price of a domestic product (net of VAT), to be collected twice a year on the basis of the manufacturer’s sales reports. The Agricultural Authority will provide them with a sales report form, free of charge. The annual maturity dates of the surveillance fee shall be 1 March and 1 October. If the fee is not paid within a month from the maturity date the monthly late payment interest shall be calculated on the amount due, the late payment interest being the same as with deposit institutions, as published by the Central Bank of Iceland. Surveillance fees may be collected by execution.
If the manufacturer fails to submit the information required for the purpose of imposing the surveillance fee, or if data on products subject to such levies are deemed unsatisfactory by the Agricultural Authority, the fee may be estimated and collected on the basis of that estimate. The Agricultural Authority shall inform the payer in writing of the estimate. Should the payer contest the estimate, he may, within 20 days of the postage date of the notification, file a written demand that the Agricultural Authority revise its estimate. Such a demand must be supported with sales reports or any other documents necessary. The Agricultural Authority shall, within one month from the end of the said period, notify the payer in writing of its decision regarding his claim. The payer may appeal the final decision of the Agricultural Authority to the Minister of Agriculture and a written and reasoned request shall reach the Minister no later than 30 days after the Authority posts its letter. A request for a revision of the estimated fee or a dispute over the obligation to pay, shall not postpone the deadline for payment of the surveillance fee, nor shall it negate the penalty for failure to pay. If the fee is reduced pursuant to the decision of the Agricultural Authority or the ruling of the Minister, reimbursement shall be made without delay.
Article 10
Penalties

The Agricultural Authority may revoke registration pursuant to Articles 4 and 5 of Act No 22/1994 on Surveillance of Feed, Fertilizer and Seed, if the brand name is misleading or unsatisfactory or if misleading information of any sort has been given regarding the product. It must be possible to demonstrate the properties and usefulness of the product when it is sold.

Infringements of the provisions of this Regulation shall be liable to penalty pursuant to Article 9 of Act No 22/1994 on Surveillance of Feed, Fertilizer and Seed. Cases arising from such infringements shall be prosecuted according to the Criminal Proceedings Act.
Article 11
Entry into Force

The present Regulation is established in accordance with the authorisation provided by Act No 22/1994 on Surveillance of Feed, Fertilizer and Seed and enters into force immediately. As of the same time, Regulation No 398/1995 on Fertilizers and Soil Improvers shall be repealed. These regulations were notified in draft to the European Commission in accordance with Directive 98/34/EC, as amended by Directive 98/48/EC.

