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4.
2006/9023/N
5.
Proposal for a regulation that amends Regulations of 1 June 2004 nr. 922 relating to restrictions on the use of chemicals dangerous to health and the environment and other products (Product Regulations).

6.
General prohibition on the use of mercury in products. The prohibition concerns substances on their own, preparations and articles for which the content of mercury or mercury compounds is higher than 0.001 percent by weight. Products that will be concerned by the draft regulation are e.g.: 

1. Dental amalgam 
2. Switches and relays

3. Measuring devices
4. Chemical analysis

5. Vaccines          
6. Transmitters for predators
7.
IV) Directive 76/769/EEC on restrictions on the marketing and use of certain dangerous substances and preparations
8.
    The proposal for a general prohibition amends existing section 2-6 on Mercury and mercury compounds in Regulations relating to restriction on the use of chemicals and other products hazardous to health and the environment. Norway proposes to prohibit the production, import, export, sale and use of substances or preparations that contain mercury of mercury compounds. Norway also proposes to prohibit the production, import, export and sale of articles that contain mercury or mercury compounds. 


The prohibition concerns substances, preparations and articles for which the content of mercury or mercury compounds is higher than 0.001 percent by weight. There are exemptions to the general prohibition, both permanent and time-limited. The proposed exemptions are based on a need to develop or standardise alternatives or allow the necessary time to invest in new equipment for both financial and production-related reasons. Previous restrictions on the use of mercury will remain.

9.
Mercury is one of the most hazardous substances and poses a risk to the environment and human health. Mercury is a priority substance in the Norwegian chemical policy. The national target for mercury is to substantially reduce the emissions og mercury at the latest by 2010 and cease emissions by 2020. Mercury contamination in Norway is caused both by national discharges and long-range transport of mercury pollution from other parts of the world. In Norway, high values of methylmercury in some species of fish have caused dietary advisories to be issued. The scope of the long-range mercury pollution in the Arctic is increasing. The proposed ban will reduce the use of mercury in products and thus reduce emissions of mercury.
10.
i) The Norwegian action plan on mercury in April 2005, see www.miljoverndepartementet.no
ii) The Norwegian Product Regulations;

Section 2-6 regulates thermometers. Norway has prohibited mercury in thermometers since 1998, including use for analysis and research purposes.

Section 3-11 regulates packaging, Section 3-13 to 3-14 regulates batteries, Section 3-15 regulates components in end-of-life vehicles and Section 3-17 to 3-19 regulates EE equipment. See www.sft.no 

iii) Impact of a General Ban on Mercury in Products in December 2006, 

      see www.sft.no 

11.
No

12.
-

13.
No

14.
No

15.
b) The impact assessment can be found at this web-site: www.sft.no
16.
TBT Aspects


a) Yes


SPS Aspects


a) No b) i
