
REGULATION
on Coffins, Urns, Burials and Cremations
CHAPTER I
Sphere of Application, and Definitions
Article 1
Sphere of Application
This Regulation shall apply to all coffins to be used for burials or cremations, within the meaning of Act No. 36/1993 on Cemeteries, Burials and Cremations, as well as to urns. It shall also apply to the conditions permitting cremation and other related matters. 

Article 2
Purpose
The purpose of this Regulation is to ensure that coffin producers and funeral service staff use the coffins and the equipment referred to herein in connection with burials, cremations and transport of corpses domestically and to other countries. This is to provide for minimum pollution when a coffin or an urn is decomposed in earth, and ensure safety during cremations. The Regulation also aims to clarify and add detail to the provisions relating to cremations in Act No. 36/1993 on Cemeteries, Burials and Cremations. 

Article 3
Definitions
In this Regulation, the following words shall have the following meaning:
Burial coffin means a coffin to be used for burial.
Cremation coffin means a coffin to be used for cremation.
Transport equipment means a coffin and other gear to be used for transporting a corpse domestically or internationally.
Urn means a container to be used for preserving or burying the ashes of a deceased person.
CHAPTER II
Coffins
Article 4
Burial Coffins
Burial coffins shall fulfil the following requirements:
Specifications:  A burial coffin shall not be longer externally than 230 cm, not higher than 80 cm, and not broader than 100 cm, including handles and base (legs). A burial coffin shall be made of material that is absorbed in earth in a cemetery and does not impede natural decomposition. Burial coffins shall furthermore be watertight and airtight. When necessary, the lower and upper coffin shall be fixed together by sealant.

Materials:  The materials shall be unprotected against water, such as massive wood, chipboard (E1), or Medium Density Fibreboard.

Handles:  The handles shall be made of wood or naturally biodegradable plastic which is absorbed in earth and does not cause pollution. Any ropes shall be of plant fibre, such as paper, hemp, sisal, or other non-polluting material. Handles of any other type are not allowed.

Fixed coffin decorations: Any fixed coffin decorations, such as crosses and embellishment patterns shall be made of decomposable material that is absorbed in earth. Decorations made of any other materials shall be removed from a coffin prior to burial. The following materials may be used: MDF; maize pulp; chipboard pulp; masonite, and accredited biodegradable plastics.

Removable coffin decorations: Removable coffin decorations, such as fittings for carrying and for flowers and bouquets shall be made of environmentally friendly and accredited biodegradable materials. An accreditation to this effect shall be available with the supplying florist.

Surface finish:  The ingredients of paint or other surface finishing materials of a burial coffin shall not contain heavy metals or any other polluting substances. The coffin shall not be plastic covered.

Coffin lid screws:  Coffin lid screws must not be made of plastics resistant to decomposition or embellished with zinc or lead. A producer’s statement on the materials used shall be available with the relevant funeral service.

Assembly fittings:  Materials of metal, such as angles, screws, nails, and wire used in a single coffin shall not weigh more than 200 g.

Adhesives:  Adhesives shall be decomposable and accredited as harmless to the environment.

Internal finish: Internal materials, such as clothing, blanket, pillow and veil, shall be made of decomposable material absorbed in earth. Insulation materials, such as stone or mineral wool, or plastics, are prohibited. A bag or a metal coffin shall be removed when the permission of the regional health office has been obtained.

A declaration of the materials used for the coffin, any fixed attachments and the lid screws shall be available with the funeral service in question. If a burial coffin fails to meet the foregoing requirements, the superintendent of the relevant cemetery shall report to the cemetery management before a decision is taken on the application for burial.

Article 5

Cremation coffins
Cremation coffins shall fulfil the following requirements:

Specifications:  A cremation coffin shall not be longer externally than 230 cm, not higher than 80 cm, and not broader than 80 cm, including handles and base (legs). A cremation coffin shall be made of material that does not cause pollution upon combustion, as further provided for below.
Materials:  The coffin shall be made of massive wood, MDF which is not water-resistant, and chipboard (E1). The thickness of the material shall not be less than 14 mm.

Handles:  The handles shall be made of wood or plastic specifically intended for combustion, which does not cause pollution. Any ropes shall be of plant fibre, such as paper, hemp, sisal or other non-polluting material.

Coffin decorations:  Coffin decorations shall be of wood, masonite, or pure paper.
Surface finish:  The ingredients of paint or other surface finishing materials of a burial coffin shall not contain heavy metals or any other polluting substances. A coffin must not be plastic-lined or made of materials causing danger of explosion or untimely combustion.

Coffin lid screws:  Screws (embellishment) of zinc or lead, or screws containing such materials, shall not be used for cremation.

Assembly fittings:  Materials of metal, such as angles, screws, nails, and wire used in a single coffin shall not weigh more than 250 g.

Adhesives:  Adhesives shall be decomposable and accredited as harmless to the environment.

Internal finish: Internal materials, such as clothing, blanket, pillow and veil, shall be made of materials that do not cause pollution upon combustion. Insulation materials, such as stone or mineral wool, or plastics, are prohibited. Cremation of a coffin containing a bag or a zinc coffin is prohibited.

A declaration of the materials used for the coffin, any fixed attachments, and the lid screws, shall be available with the funeral service in question. If a cremation coffin fails to meet the foregoing requirements, the superintendent of the relevant cemetery shall report to the cemetery management before a decision is taken on the application for cremation.

Article 6
Transport
When a corpse must be transported, within Iceland or internationally, coffins and bags specifically intended for the purpose shall be used, which fulfil the carrier’s requirements. 

Article 7
The duties of a funeral service prior to cremation
Funeral directors and others responsible for preparing and placing a body in a coffin prior to cremation or burial shall ensure that no objects have been placed in the coffin that may cause a danger of explosion or pollution upon cremation, or pollution upon burial. In case of doubt the matter shall be concluded in consultation with the relevant cremation facility or cemetery.

With respect to pacemakers and any other devices placed in a body, the above shall be observed in accordance with the current agreement in effect between the Directorate of Health and the Reykjavík Cremation Facility. 

CHAPTER III
Practical aspects of burial
Article 8
A funeral service preparing burial has the duty of ensuring that a burial site is applied for to the relevant cemetery management at least three days in advance.

Cemetery personnel carrying out a burial have the duty of checking twice, independently, the location of the site requested where the burial shall take place. They shall also ensure that information is available on the external dimensions of the coffin to be buried. When digging a grave care shall be taken that the grave is readily accessible, that its surroundings are tidy, and that earth is removed if possible. The opening shall, for coffins, be 2.5 x 1.2 m, and for urns, 0.75 x 0.75 m. The banks shall be secured so that any danger is prevented. In order to protect the banks and facilitate access, it may be advisable to place walking planks alongside the opening. Ropes or suitable tools shall be used to sink the coffin into the grave. If deemed advisable a grave may be lined with fabric, for example due to danger of a slide. When a grave has been filled, earth shall reach a height of 20-20 cm above its edges, in order to compensate for settling.
CHAPTER IV
Practical aspects of cremation
Article 9
Cremation facilities
Cremation in Iceland is only allowed in cremation facilities accredited by the Ministry of Justice and Ecclesiastical Affairs and possessing an operating licence from the relevant health authorities.
The approval of the Ministry of the location of a cremation facility and the main aspects of its arrangement is required before construction is commenced.
A cremation facility must not be taken into use before the Ministry has been informed of the identity of the persons in charge of it, who are responsible for observing the provisions of this Regulation.

Cremation facilities shall be maintained in good order at all times, their equipment shall be in good working order, the personnel well trained and adequate, and the practices shall reflect cleanliness, good organisation and propriety.

The managers of a cremation facility shall lay down rules of practice for the facility. The Ministry shall be delivered a copy thereof and any amendments shall be notified the Ministry. Cremation facilities are subject to control by the Ministry and the health authorities, or by other parties specifically nominated by the Ministry. Controlling parties shall be granted access to a cremation facility at any time upon their request.

Article 10
Conditions for cremation
Each cremation facility shall keep a cremation record. Each individual cremation shall be entered into the record in consecutive numerical order, with the name of the deceased, place and date of death, date of cremation, and the manner of disposal of the ashes. 

Article 11
Prior to each cremation the party in charge of it shall ensure that the local magistrate or magistrate’s agent has issued a certificate attesting that the magistrate’s office has no objection to cremation. 

Article 12
The certificate referred to in Article 11 shall be inscribed with the cremation record number, and shall be kept in the files of the cremation facility.
Requests of next of kin for cremation, cf. Article 2, paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Act on Cemeteries, Burials and Cremations, No. 36/1993, shall be made in writing, and shall also be kept in the files of a cremation facility.
Article 13

Practical aspects of cremation and disposal of ashes
Any handling of a corpse placed in a coffin is prohibited prior to cremation, unless the coffin does not conform to the requirements if this Regulation. When all conditions for cremation have been fulfilled, the cremation coffin and its contents shall be transferred to cremation in the same condition as when delivered from the funeral service.
Each cremation coffin in care of the cremation facility shall be cremated individually.

Utmost care shall be taken as regards the identity of the deceased from reception at a mortuary to insertion of the ashes in an urn. Each coffin shall be marked by number plates made of fireproof clay.

The managers and personnel of a cremation facility shall evince propriety at all times when handling a corpse and carrying out a cremation.
Article 14
Immediately following cremation the ashes shall be carefully gathered together and placed in an urn made for the purpose, cf. Article 7, paragraph 2, of the Act on Cemeteries, burials and cremations. The urns shall be made of decomposable material, such as lightly fired clay, wood, paperboard, or other material of similar nature.

Urns of more durable but pollution-free material may however be used.  Urns intended for scattering of ashes outside cemeteries shall be of non-durable material and shall be burned immediately when the ashes have been scattered. Urns specifically designed for scattering ashes shall be used when ashes are scattered in particular areas within a cemetery.
If the ashes of a deceased person are not buried immediately following cremation, the urn shall be kept in a solid, locked cabinet in the cremation facility. If the ashes must be sent to another location the managers of the cremation facility shall provide a secure and appropriate packing for the urn. The recipients of the urn shall confirm its reception in writing. The recipients may be the next of kin, the parish ministers, funeral service personnel, cemetery personnel or, as the case may be, cremation facility managers, who are entrusted with the burial of the ashes.
Article 15
Cemetery managers shall consult with the managers of a cremation facility attached to the cemetery on the matters provided for in this Regulation, if there are separate managements. The rules laid down by the managers of each cemetery shall apply as regards places for burial of urns and to any chapels within the cemetery.
Article 16
If cremation facility managers desire to place a burial site or storage for urns outside of cemeteries but linked to the cremation facility, they may do so with the Ministry’s approval, and the Ministry shall issue rules on the operation.

Article 17
The Ministry shall always have access to the records and documents of a cremation facility. If the operation of a cremation facility is discontinued, all documents and cremation records shall be delivered to the National Archive.
CHAPTER V
General Provisions
Article 18
In case of violation of the provisions of Chapters III and IV of this Regulation, or orders issued by administrative authorities on their basis, the Ministry may deprive a cremation facility of its accreditation as provided for in Article 9, until the Ministry is satisfied that adequate improvements have been effected.
Article 19 

In any other respects violations of the provisions of this regulation shall be subject to sanctions as provided for in Article 52 of the Act on Cemeteries, Burials and Cremations, No. 36/1993.
Article 20

This Regulation, issued as authorised by Article 50 of the Act on Cemeteries, Burials and Cremations, No. 36/1993, shall enter into effect xxxxxxx. Regulation No. 4/1951 on Cremations, Regulation No. 669/2005 on Coffins, Urns, Burials and Cremations and Regulation No. 899/2005 on Coffins, Urns, Burials and Cremations are repealed as from the same time.
This regulation has been notified in draft to the European Commission in accordance with Directive 98/34/EC, as amended by Directive 98/48/EC.
