Draft regulation concerning the construction, certification and operation of passenger ships carrying 12 or fewer passengers in domestic trade. 
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Laid down by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate pursuant to the Act of 9 June 1903 No. 7 relating to Public Control of the Seaworthiness of Ships, etc., § 1, § 11, § 35, § 41, § 41a, § 42 § 54 a, § 55, and § 94, § 96, § 97 § 100 § 106 ref. Royal Decrees of 5 April 1963 No. 9 and 1 December 1978 No. 12.


 Chapter 1
 General

§1-1

Scope of application

1. This regulation applies to passenger ships in domestic trade with length less than 24 m, that can carry 12 or fewer passengers.

2. Where this regulation contains requirements of the same or similar nature as in other regulations pursuant to the Seaworthiness Act, the requirements in this regulation shall be applied. 

§1-2

Definitions
For the purpose of this regulation :
1. Recognized classification society:
a. Det Norske Veritas Classification AS 

b. Lloyd's Register of Shipping 

c. Bureau Veritas 

d. Germanischer Lloyd 

e. American Bureau of Shipping 

2. Anti-exposure suit means a protective suit designed for use by crews in rescue boats and crews operating MES ref. the LSA Code 2.4.

3. Free-float: The survival craft is automatically freed from a sinking ship and is ready for use. 

4. Approved Service station: Company that can document approval from the manufacturer according to IMO resolution A.761(18) regarding approval of service stations for inflatable survival crafts. 

5. LSA- Code: The International Life-Saving Appliance Code, adopted by the Maritime Safety Committee of the IMO by resolution MSC.48(66), as amended by the IMO

6. Engine room: Room containing combustion engines with a total combined effect of 110 kW or more, generators, fuel oil installations, propulsion machinery, larger electrical machinery, similar spaces and shafts to such spaces.
7. Passenger: Every person onboard with the exception of
a. Master or crew members.

b. Other employees that are a part of the ships emergency crew. 


c. Children under the age of one year.

8. Immersion suit: Protective suit which reduces loss of body heat for a person immersed in cold water. May be insulated or not ref. the LSA Code 2.3
9. Survival craft: Craft that can support persons in distress after abandoning ship, such as a lifeboat, rescue boat and life raft.

10. Ship owner: The person or company in charge of running the ship.
11. Significant wave height (HS): The average of the one third highest waves measured over a given period.

12. Marine Equipment Regulation: Regulation of 29 December 1998 No 1455 regarding marine equipment onboard ships, implementing directive 96/98/EC as amended.
§1-3

Duty of owner and master
The company and the master shall ensure compliance with the provisions of this Regulation. The company shall ensure that the ship builder identifies system contractors who are in charge of installation and service of integrated systems. 

§1-4

Exemptions
The Norwegian Maritime Directorate may, in individual cases and upon written application, grant exemptions from the requirements of this Regulation. There must be special reasons that make the exemption necessary, and it must be justifiable in terms of safety. Exemptions must not contravene international agreements to which Norway has acceded.
§1-5

Certified marine equipment
Requirements for marine equipment mentioned in this regulation shall be certified by:
Equipment subject to Annex A in the Marine Equipment Regulation;
1. be subject to the additional requirements as stated in the regulations, and
2. requirements in the ship equipment regulation when the equipment is brought on board for the first time.
Chapter 2
 Survey and certification
§2-1

Certificate
1. Ships covered by this regulation §1-1 shall have Small Passenger certificate.
2. The form and content of the Small Passenger Certificate is laid down by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate (NMD).

3. The certificate shall state:

a. Total number of passengers allowed
b. Total number of persons allowed
c. Validity and date of issue
d. Geographical trade area
e. Operational limitations 

4. Issuing and validity:

a. The certificate is issued by NMD or whom it may authorize to do so, and is valid as long as the ship fulfils the requirements in force at the date of issue
b. If a certificate can not be issued after initial survey, NMD can issue an interim certificate for 6 months
5. Invalid certificate
a. The certificate becomes invalid if:

i. The condition of the ships hull or machinery is in such a state that it renders the ship not seaworthy, or
ii. Required equipment is not maintained in accordance with regulations, or
iii. Crew is reduced or it’s qualifications are not in accordance with regulations, or
iv. Failure to comply with recommendations regarding the seaworthiness of the ship within the given deadline
v. The ship is lost, scrapped or sold abroad.
b. The certificate is invalid if any changes are being made to the hull, machinery or superstructure
c. Certificates that renders invalid due to letters a) or b) is to be sent NMD.

d. Certificates that renders invalid due to that the ship is sold abroad is to be sent NMD for destruction.
e. If the imposed annual report is not carried out within the given deadline, the certificate is rendered invalid until such report is carried out and the certificate is signed by the NMD, or whom it may authorize to do so, declaring that the ship has been surveyed.
6. All relevant certificates, or a copy of these, is to be kept onboard at all times.
§2-2

Survey and reporting
1. Request of survey
a. In order to get a ship surveyed for Small Passenger Certificate, or trade permit, the owner or master shall notify NMD at least 1 month before the survey is to take place. 

b. The request is to be submitted on form (Report 94) and to be sent to the NMD station where the survey is to be carried out.
2. Initial survey
a. Survey prior to issuing a Small Passenger Certificate for the first time is to ensure that the ship complies with the requirement in current regulations.
3. Reporting

a. Owner or master shall on a yearly basis report on the ship’s condition to the NMD, or whom it may authorize to do so, on a specified form.
4. Survey after damage, repair, non-reporting, rebuilding etc.

a. Survey of ships with invalid certificates due to §2-1.5 , shall involve inspection of the ships condition after repair or rebuilding still is in compliance with current regulations. The survey shall at a minimum cover those parts of the ship that has been changed or altered its technical standard.

b. The main purpose of survey after damage is to decide if the certificate shall still be valid.

5. After the survey is finished, any changes made to the ship shall be approved by NMD or whom it may authorize to do so. 

6. Assistance during survey
a. During survey of the ship, the owner or the master shall make sure that NMD, or whom it may authorize to do so, are assisted in its survey if such assistance is needed. If necessary, NMD or whom it may authorize to do so, may ask for labour help and the expenses shall be covered by the owner.
b. Owner and master have the duty to inform the surveyor of any defects they have knowledge of regarding the ship or equipment onboard.
7. Recommendations
a. If NMD, or whom it may authorize to do so, discovers defects or non-conformities, a certificate may still be issued if the nature of the defects and non-conformities is such that the ship is still considered seaworthy.
b. Recommendations with a compliance date, shall be stated in a list of recommendations attached to the certificate.

8. Survey of ships subject to classification: NMD may inspect ships subject to classification by one of the recognized classification societies when the ship is being built, during classification or renewal of classification.
§2-3

Permit of trade
1. Ships that have to perform a single voyage outside their trade area, or without a valid certificate, shall have a permit of trade issued by NMD, or whom it may authorize to do so. 

§2-4

Trade area and design categories
1. Design category, based on significant wave height, according to regulation of 20 December 2004 No 1820 regarding recreational crafts Annex 1, part A, is required for the corresponding EC-sea areas stated in rule 5 in regulation of 28 March 2000 No 305 regarding survey, construction and fitting of passenger ships in domestic trade.
Class A: Design category A

Class B: Design category B

Class C and less: Design category C

2. Existing ships with valid a certificate can operate in EC- sea areas in accordance with their current certificate.

Chapter 3
 Technical requirements and equipment
§3-1

General
1. Requirements for the use of this regulation:

a. The regulation is used in it’s entirety,

b. The ship is designed without cooking facilities or heating devices with an individual effect of 5 kW or more
c. The ship shall not carry dangerous goods. Dangerous goods in a limited quantity may be carried if it is properly stowed in a defined area  

d. The organization shall ensure that only persons duly qualified are being used to operate a certain ship on a given route,

e. Adequate means of communications, weather reports and maintenance facilities are available in the area of operation,

f. Areas with high risk of fire, such as engine rooms, is protected by fire-resistant materials and fire-extinguishing systems, so that a potential fire is reduced and can be put out quickly, as fast as possible,

g. There are means of fast and safe evacuation to rescue crafts for all persons onboard,

§3-2

Survey and certification of radio installations
1. Ships with radio installations shall have a Safety certificate for radio and be surveyed and certified by an authorized company.
2. Periodic surveys of radio installations
a. Periodic surveys of radio installations shall be carried out. Documentation that such a survey has taken place shall be kept onboard.
b. The survey shall ensure that the radio installation fulfils the requirements of current regulations, and is in proper condition.

§ 3-3

Design, machinery, fire protection, stability etc
1. The ship shall, at all times, comply with regulation of 20 December 2004 No 1820 regarding recreational crafts Annex 1, part A. Compliance with the requirements in 
Annex 1 part A can be achieved by:
a. Applicable ISO standards for small crafts taking ship type, number of persons onboard and trade area into account, or
b. Nordic Boat standard for commercial boats
c. Rules from a recognized classification society
Compliance with the above-mentioned requirements is to be surveyed and documented by a Notified Body.

2. CE marked ships with a declaration of conformity in compliance with the recreational craft regulation fulfils the requirements of regulation of 20 December 2004 No 1820 regarding recreational crafts Annex 1, part A
3. Ships with valid permission for restricted carriage of passengers are regarded as fulfilling regulation of 20 December 2004 No 1820 regarding recreational crafts Annex 1, part A.  
4. Ships with valid passenger certificate are regarded as fulfilling regulation of 20 December 2004 No 1820 regarding recreational crafts Annex 1, part A

§ 3-4
 Portable fire extinguishers
1. The ships shall be equipped with at least one portable fire extinguisher of a powder or CO2 type. Depending on type, the capacity of the extinguisher shall be 12 kg for powder type, and 6 kg for CO2 type. For ships with a tonnage less than 50 BT, extinguisher with less capacity may be accepted.
§ 3-5
Life-saving appliances in general
The ship shall, according to trade area and number of persons on board (N), have the following life-saving appliances with the required capacity as a minimum as specified in the table below.

	Sea area
Equipment

	A


	B
	C and less

	§

	Inflatable life raft  1)
	N
	N
	N
	§ 3-8

	Life buoys: Ships with length:        ≥   15 m

                    <   15 m   1)
	2

1
	2

1
	1

1
	§ 3-7

	Life jackets/thermal life jackets
	N
	N
	N
	§ 3-7

	Life jackets/thermal life jackets for children
	0,2N
	0,2N
	0,2N
	§ 3-7

	Immersion suit /

anti-exposure suits 2)
	N
	N
	N
	§ 3-8

	Rocket parachute flares
	12
	6
	3
	-

	Radar transponder 
	1
	1
	0
	§ 3-6


1) Exceptions can be made, see § 3-8 and § 3-7

2) If the ship does not carry a life raft, s § 3-8

§ 3-6
Communication
1. The ships shall be equipped with the following radio equipment:
a. Radar transponder in accordance with the table above. The radar transponder shall be stowed so that it can be brought onboard any given rescue craft. As an alternative, a radar transponder can be stowed in each rescue craft.
§ 3-7

Personal life-saving appliances
1. Life buoys shall be fitted with a light and two buoyant life lines of at least 30 m length.
2. Life jackets/thermal lifejackets for all persons onboard shall be easily accessible from the passenger seats, and in addition:

a. Life jackets/thermal life jackets suitable for children corresponding to 20% of the number of the persons the ship is certified for, or more if it is necessary to equip each child onboard with a life jackets/thermal life jackets. The life jackets shall be stowed at a suitable place, visible and clearly marked.
3. Lifejackets shall comply with the LSA Code 2.2.1 or 2.2.2 and shall be arranged or designed so that it is easy to put on. The life jackets shall be fitted with a light that fulfils the requirements in the LSA code 2.2.3 and the life jackets shall provide thermal protection in accordance with IMO MSC/Circ. 922.

4. Exemption from the requirement for life buoys can be given if all persons onboard are wearing approved immersion suits or anti-exposure suits.
§ 3-8

Rescue crafts
1. All ships shall be fitted with:

a. Life raft with sufficient capacity to accommodate at least 100% of the total number of persons the ship is certified to carry.
2. Exemption from the requirement for life raft can be given if all persons onboard are wearing approved immersion suits or anti-exposure suits.

§ 3-9

Stowing of rescue crafts
1. Rescue crafts shall be properly stowed outdoors and in such a way that each rescue craft can be easily and safely launched, and be secured to the ship during and after the launch procedure. The length of the safety lines and the arrangement of the hauling lines shall be so that the rescue craft is kept in a suitable position for embarkation. 
2. All rescue crafts shall be stowed with the line permanently attached to the ship by a free float arrangement in accordance with the LSA Code 4.1.6 so that the rescue craft is will float freely, and if inflatable, is automatically inflated if the ship is sinking.

§ 3-10

First aid kit
1. The ship shall be fitted with essential first aid equipment, and as a minimum medical supplies in accordance with regulation 9 March 2001 No 439 regarding medical supplies on ships, Annex 2 –ship type C.

§ 3-11

Navigation equipment
1. The ships shall be fitted with a magnetic compass suitable for navigation that can be operated without electrical power. The compass shall be fixed and suit the ship’s speed and movement characteristics. 
2. The ship shall be fitted with a set of approved top, aft and side navigational lights. 
3. The view from the main steering position shall be satisfactory.
4. Necessary charts and nautical publications for the area of operation shall be kept on board.
§ 3-12

Radio

1. The ship shall be equipped with a least one two-way, VHF radiotelephone apparatus.

§ 3-13

Accommodation and safety
1. There shall be fixed seats for all persons onboard. The seat may be a bench, chair, jockey seat or similar. If benches are used, each seat shall be at least 50 cm wide. Seats shall be properly fixed to the ship.

2. The number of passengers the ship is certified to carry (max 12) is determined by NMD or whom it may authorize to do so.

§ 3-14

Qualification
1. Master of the ship shall have qualifications suited for the size of the ship, however no less than D5L- Yacht master certificate.
§ 3-15

Maintenance
1. The ship and equipment shall be maintained and special consideration shall be given to:

a. scheduled, preventive inspections and maintenance that takes the manufacturer’s maintenance plan into account
b. when carrying out maintenance tasks duly consideration is taken to follow maintenance manuals, service notifications and other instructions related to maintenance
c. all changes shall be recorded and the safety aspect of them examined. If the change could affect the safety, the change together with the installation of it, shall be documented.
d. there shall be established suitable means to inform the master of the operability of the ship and it’s equipment.
e. the master shall report to the owner on every defect or non conformity that is encountered during operation of the ship.
f. life rafts shall be surveyed by an approved service station 
g. all life saving appliances are in accordance with the current regulations.
h. fuel tanks and fuel lines are in accordance with the current regulations. 


Chapter 4 
Final provisions
§ 4-1

Penalty
Wilful or negligent violation of this regulation is punishable by fines pursuant to the General Penal Code of 22 May 1902 no. 10 §339 subsection 2, and  §48 paragraphs a and b.

§ 4-2

Entry into force
This regulation enters into force on 3 July 2007.
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