Impact Assessment

The purpose of this regulation is the protection of human life and health, the environment and material assets against incidents or accidents caused by hazardous substances and mixtures possessing flammable, reactive and pressurised properties.

This regulation governs the handling of hazardous substances and equipment and facilities, hereunder pipelines with appurtenant systems that are used when handling flammable, reactive and pressurised substances, as well as the planning, designing, construction, production, conversion, installation, supervision and maintenance of equipment and facilities used in the handling of such hazardous substances, to the extent that these are not covered by the Regulation related to Pressure Equipment, the Regulation relating to Simple Pressure Vessels and the Regulation relating to the Transport of Dangerous Goods by Road and Rail. For pipeline systems originating offshore, the regulation applies from the point where the pipeline first crosses the sloping shelf where sea meets mainland or island, and to pipeline systems originating on the mainland, even when overland portions of the pipeline system subsequently cross fjords, straits, etc. The Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS) issued by the United Nations is referred to as the basis for the classification of the hazardous properties.

The proposed draft regulation contains fewer technical details and is moreover based on functional requirements. Industry will then have the possibility to use international standards to a larger extent.

The new regulation is a simplification compared to the regulations it replaces and should be of benefit to industry. The requirement for applications has been replaced by a simpler notification system, and the administrative impact is insignificant.

