Draft regulation on the presence and performance of meat inspection in slaughterhouses with low throughput

Laid down by the Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs, the Ministry of Health and Care and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food xx.xx.xxxx pursuant to the Act of 19 December 2003 No. 124 on food production and  food safety etc. (The Food Act) §§ 9, 23, 24, 25, 26, 28 and 33, re. Delegatory Decision of 19 December 2003 No. 1790 and Regulation xx.xx.xxxx laying down specific rules for the organisation of official controls on products of animal origin intended for human consumption § 1 re. (Regulation (EC) No. 854/2004) Article 17, Paragraph 3. Re. the EEA Agreement, Annex I, Chapter I, Part 1.1, Point 12 (Regulation (EC) No. 854/2004).

§ 1 Purpose

The purpose of this regulation is to ensure the effective use of resources in meat inspection in slaughterhouses with low throughput.

§ 2 Scope

This regulation applies to meat control and inspection of animals for slaughter, the slaughtering of bovines (including the species bubalus bubalis and bison bison), porcine, ovine, caprine, equine and other domestic solipeds, cloven-hoofed farmed game, domestic reindeer and poultry in slaughterhouses with low throughput.

§ 3 Definitions:

In this regulation low throughput means the production of less than 150.000 poultry annually, or 20 domestic animal units pr week or less.

Domestic animal units are calculated in the following ways: 


a) Adult bovine is equivalent to 1 domestic animal unit

b) Other bovines are equivalent to 0.5 of a domestic animal unit

c) Porcines with a live weight equal to or exceeding 100 kg are equivalent to 0.20 of a domestic animal unit

d) Porcines with a live weight under 100 kg are equivalent to 0.15 of a domestic animal unit

e) Ovines and caprines are equivalent to 0.10 of a domestic animal unit

f) Lambs, kids, small pigs with a living weight under 15 kg are equivalent to 0.05 of a domestic animal unit

g) Deer and reindeer are equivalent to 0.20 of a domestic animal unit

§ 4 Time for performance of post-mortem inspection

Regulation xx.xx.xxxx laying down specific rules for the organisation of official controls on products of animal origin intended for human consumption § 1 re. (Regulation (EC) No. 854/2004), Annex I, Section I, Chapter II, Litra D, Paragraph 1 stipulates requirements that carcases and accompanying offal are to be subjected without delay after slaughter to post-mortem inspection. 
In slaughterhouses with low throughput, post mortem inspection can be performed immediately after slaughtering and at the latest within 24 hours after slaughtering.

§ 5 Derogations
The Norwegian Food Safety Authority can in special cases grant derogations from the decisions in this regulation provided that such do not contradict Norway’s international obligations, including the EEA agreement.

§ 6 Entry into force

This regulation enters into force on xxxxxxxxx.
