Draft regulation concerning slaughterhouse staff participation in meat inspection for poultry and lagomorphs
Laid down by the Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs, the Ministry of Health and Care Services and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food on xx.xx.xx pursuant to Sections 9, 23, 24, 25, 26, 28 and 33 of Act No. 124 of 19 December 2003 relating to food production and food safety etc. (Food Act), cf. Delegated Decision No. 1790 of 19 December 2003 and to Section 1 of Regulations xx.xx.xx concerning specific rules for organising official control of products of animal origin intended for human consumption, cf. Article 5, Paragraph 6 of (Regulation (EC) No. 854/2004). Cf. EEA Agreement, Annex I, Chapter I, Part 1.1, Point 12 (Regulation (EC) No. 854/2004).
Section 1 Purpose
The purpose of this regulation is to establish permission to apply for approval to allow slaughterhouse staff to assist the official veterinarian in carrying out further defined inspection tasks.
Section 2 Scope
This regulation applies to establishments with approval to slaughter poultry and lagomorphs pursuant to Section 1 of Regulations xx.xx.xxxx laying down specific hygiene rules for food of animal origin, cf. Article 4 of (Regulation (EC) No. 853/2004).
Section 3 Definitions
Slaughterhouse staff: In this regulation slaughterhouse staff means persons permanently or temporarily employed by a slaughterhouse, though not including sub-contracted persons.
Section 4 Approval
Establishments, cf. Section 2, may upon application obtain approval to allow slaughterhouse staff to assist the official veterinarian in carrying out inspection tasks to be defined further.
The tasks that slaughterhouse staff may carry out correspond to the inspection tasks that official auxiliaries may perform, cf. Section 1 of Regulations xx.xx.xxxx concerning specific rules for organising official control of products of animal origin intended for human consumption, cf. Article 5 of (Regulation (EC) No. 854/2004), with the limitations pursuant to Annex I, Section III, Chapter I, Paragraphs 1, 2 and 3.
Section 5 Terms and conditions
Approval pursuant to Section 4 may be given only if the following terms and conditions are met:
a)
The establishment can document good hygiene practices in accordance with Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No. 854/2004.
b)
The establishment has implemented and executed an HACCP-based internal control during the past twelve months,
c)
The establishment has organised work tasks in the slaughterhouse so as to ensure the slaughterhouse staff member’s independence of production,
d)
The slaughterhouse staff member has taken courses and passed the test for official auxiliaries, and 
e)
Both the establishment and the slaughterhouse staff member are deemed to be suitable.
Continuity in the slaughterhouse staff member’s carrying out of inspection tasks shall also be emphasised.
Section 6 Carrying out inspection tasks
If approval pursuant to Sections 4 and 5 has been granted, the slaughterhouse staff shall carry out specific, defined inspection tasks under the management and control of the official veterinarian. The slaughterhouse staff member shall report any deficiency to the official veterinarian.

The slaughterhouse staff member shall regularly carry out tests arranged by the official veterinarian.

The establishment shall inform and instruct the slaughterhouse staff member on obligations pursuant to first and second paragraph.
Section 7. Control and decisions
The Norwegian Food Safety Authority shall conduct inspections and issue decisions to enforce the provisions of, and pursuant to, this regulation pursuant to Section 23 of the Food Act concerning control and decisions and may also issue decisions pursuant to Section 24 on special eradication of infection, Section 25 on closing and quarantining of operations and Section 26 on coercive fines.
Section 8 Revocation
Approval may be revoked if
a) 
violations of the terms and conditions of Section 5 or 6 arise,
b)
the level of hygiene at the establishment is lowered as a consequence of the scheme, or 
c)
one or more of the slaughterhouse staff official auxiliaries do not perform their tasks in a satisfactory manner in the judgement of the official veterinarian.
Section 9. Penalties
Wilful or negligent violations of this regulation or provisions and decisions issued in pursuance thereof are illegal pursuant to Section 28 of the Food Act.
Section 10 Entry into force and transitional provisions
This regulation enters into force on xxxxxxxx.

Nevertheless, the qualification requirements for slaughterhouse staff, cf. Section 5, do not enter into force until 31 December 2009. Until that date, the qualification requirements for slaughterhouse staff shall correspond to the qualification requirements that apply to the official auxiliaries whose tasks they are to assume.
Establishments that have a scheme in place pursuant to Sections 64 and 72 sixth paragraph of Norwegian Regulation No. 265 of 21 March 1995 concerning hygiene and inspections etc. in connection with the production and offering for sale of fresh poultry may continue with established practice until 1 January 2007. After that date, these establishments may continue their practice only following approval in accordance with the requirements of this regulation.
