Draft regulation concerning the health marking of meat from animals that have undergone emergency slaughter
Laid down by the Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs, the Ministry of Health and Care Services and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food on xx.xx.xx pursuant to Sections 9, 23, 24, 25, 26, 28 and 33 of Act No. 124 of 19 December 2003 relating to food production and food safety etc. (Food Act), cf. Delegated Decision No. 1790 of 19 December 2003 and to Section 1 of Regulations xx.xx.xx concerning specific rules for organising official control of products of animal origin intended for human consumption, cf. Article 5, Paragraph 7 and Annex I, Section I, Chapter III, Paragraph 7 of (Regulation (EC) No. 854/2004). Cf. EEA Agreement Annex I, Chapter I, Part 1.1, Point 12 (Regulation (EC) No. 854/2004).
Chapter I. Purpose, scope, definitions
Section 1. Purpose
The purpose of this regulation is to ensure the correct inspection marking of meat that comes from animals that have undergone emergency slaughter and that has been approved pursuant to Regulations xx.xx.xx. concerning implementation of Annex III, Section I, Chapter VI of Regulation (EC) No. 853/2004, and Regulations xx.xx.xx concerning implementation of Annex I, Section I, Chapter II of Regulation (EC) No. 854/2004.
Section 2. Scope
This regulation pertains to the approval and placing on the market of meat from animals that have undergone emergency slaughter that is approved for on the national market.
Chapter II. Approval and destruction
Section 3. Requirements for meat inspection
All meat from animals that have undergone emergency slaughter that is to be sold as food for human consumption shall be subject to meat inspection and be approved by an official veterinarian.
Section 4. Approval
The conditions for approval are that the requirements specified in Regulations xx.xx.xx concerning implementation of Annex III, Section I, Chapter VI of Regulation (EC) No. 853/2004 are met. The slaughtered animal is to be subject to inspection by an official veterinarian in accordance with Regulations xx.xx.xx concerning implementation of Annex I, Section I, Chapter II of Regulation (EC) No. 854/2004. The inspection shall also attempt to determine whether there is agreement between the reason for slaughter stated on the emergency slaughter certificate and the clinical findings.
Slaughtered animals or parts of slaughtered animals, as well as by-products, that the official veterinarian has found to be fit for human consumption may be approved.
Section 5. Destruction
Slaughtered animals, parts of slaughtered animals or by-products that the official veterinarian is unable to approve as fit for human consumption are to be destroyed and processed in accordance with current regulations for waste treatment.
Chapter III. Health marking and identification marking
Section 6. Health marking
Fresh meat and by-products from approved emergency-slaughtered animals shall receive a health mark.
Section 7. Form of the health mark
The health mark for meat approved for placing on the national market shall be 5 cm square. The letters must be at least 0.8 cm high and the numbers at least 1.0 cm high.
The health mark shall contain the following information:
1.
Uppermost in the square NORGE (NORWAY) shall appear in capital letters.
2.
The establishment’s approval number shall appear in the middle
3.
At the bottom of the square the letter N shall appear.
Section 8. Identification mark
The identification mark to be applied pursuant to the provisions of Section 1 of Regulations xx.xx.xxxx laying down specific hygiene rules for food of animal origin, cf. Annex III, Section I, Chapter VI of (Regulation (EC) No. 853/2004) shall be square.
Chapter IV. Administrative provisions
Section 9. Control and decisions
The Norwegian Food Safety Authority shall conduct inspections and issue decisions to enforce provisions of this regulation pursuant to Section 23 of the Food Act concerning control and decisions and may also issue decisions pursuant to Section 24 on special eradication of infection, Section 25 on closing and quarantining of operations and Section 26 on coercive fines.
Section 10. Exemption
In special cases, the Norwegian Food Safety Authority may grant exemptions from the provisions in this regulation, provided that they do not conflict with Norway’s international obligations, including the EEA Agreement.
Section 11. Penalties
Wilful or negligent violations of this regulation or provisions and decisions issued in pursuance thereof are illegal pursuant to Section 28 of the Food Act.
Section 12. Entry into force and transitional rules.
This regulation enter into force on xxxxxxxxxx.
Meat from emergency-slaughtered animals that was approved prior to (same date as above) may be placed on the market until the end of the specified shelf life.
Annexes:
Annex A. Form for owner information on the animal’s identity and previous treatment with medical products etc. (not attached for consultation)
Annex B. Veterinarian’s certificate for animals that have undergone emergency slaughter (not attached for consultation)
(Certificate forms are available at the Norwegian Food Safety Authority website).
