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Regulation on Metrological Control
of Automatic Weighing Instruments.
CHAPTER I
Scope and definitions.
Article 1.
Scope.
The scope of the present regulations is automatic weighing instruments which are subject to verification, cf. Article 6. Hereafter these shall be named weighing instruments. Weighing instruments to which the present Regulations apply shall fulfil the requirements and be subject to the metrological control specified in the present Regulation and the rules it refers to.

According to para. 1, EEC weighing instruments, National weighing instruments and MID weighing instruments may be placed on the market and put into use.

Article 2.
Definitions.
The following definitions shall be used for weighing instruments:
1. EEC verification is undertaken by the Consumer Agency or another legal authority in the EEA in conformity with rules in an EEC Directive.  An inspection is undertaken in order to acquire data to the effect that a measuring instrument is in conformity with EEC type approval thus meeting requirements, markings placed on the instrument and a certificate is issued cf. Regulations no 129/1994 on Measuring Instruments and Methods of Metrological Control
2. An EEC type approval is implemented by a legal authority in the EEA in conformity with rules in an EEC directive. and denotes a determination granting approval that the construction of a measuring instrument satisfies the defined requirements. A type approval is based on a thorough test of type and is a prerequisite for EEC verification according to Regulations no 129/1994 on measuring instruments and metrological control.
3. EEC weighing instruments are automatic weighing instruments which are manufactured in conformity with Directives 75/410/EEC or 78/1031/EEC and which have a valid EEC type approval, carry correct marking relating thereto and are sealed, cf. Regulations no 129/1994 on Measuring Instruments and Methods of Metrological Control.  EEC weighing instruments shall have EEC-verification prior to being placed on the market and put into use.
4. Internal inspection is in the present Regulations is used in the meaning contained in para. 2, Art.14 of the Act no 91/2006 on Measurements, Measurement Standards and Official Weighers and according to further provisions in the present Regulations.

5. Seals are usually buttons or labels according to Regulation no  955/2006 on verification symbols and markings of measuring instruments subject to verification but may also be software seals where a password must be entered to gain access to adjustments and all such access is recorded. Sealing shall be in accordance with instructions from the manufacturer.
6. Verification is a procedure to ensure and confirm formally that a weighing instrument complies with all requirements made in Acts and Regulations. Verification is carried out by inspection, labelling and/or issuing a certificate and is usually completed by the sealing of access to adjustments.
7. Maximum permissible error is the highest numerical value for error permissible according to the present Regulations.
8. MID weighing instruments are automatic weighing instruments which have neither a valid EEC type approval nor a national one prior to 30 October 2006 and which are subject to provisions in Annex MI-006, cf. Regulations no 465/2007 on the implementation of the Directive of the European Parliament and Council 2004/22/EC on Measuring Instruments and meet relevant requirements, carry correct markings thereon and are sealed.  A conformity assessment of MID weighing instruments shall be completed prior to these being put into use. 
9. National weighing instruments are automatic weighing instruments with certificates of national approval and carry a correct marking accordingly, cf. Art. 3, and are sealed.
10. A weighing instruments supplier is a manufacturer, authorized representative, vendor or distributor of weighing instruments subject to para. 1. of Art. 1, cf. Art. 8 of Act no 91/2006 on Measurements, Measurement Standards and Official Weighers.
11. An automatic weighing instrument is an instrument that determines the mass of a product without the intervention of an operator and follows a predetermined programme of automatic processes characteristic of the instrument.
12.  A Notified Body is a body which authorities have notified to the EFTA Surveillance Authority, the EU Commission and other member states of the EEA to fulfil appropriate requirements to undertake conformity assessment in accordance with a specified technical regulation.
CHAPTER II
Older weighing instruments, first use and labelling, verification duty.
Article 3.
National certificates of type approvals.
National certificates of type verification for automatic weighing instruments based on type verifications of other countries issued prior to 30. October 2006 continue to be effective in accordance with interim provisions.
The weighing instruments shall carry the identification of the national certificate when they are put on the market in Iceland and shall be tested according to the same requirements as in their country of origin but where these requirements of testing are not known, they shall at least be carried out in accordance with the requirements of an EEC verification.

Article 4.
Continued use of older types of weighing instruments.
According to para. 1 of Art.1, weighing instruments which do not conform to weighing instrument types according to para. 2 of Art. 1 and have already been put into use, may be used for tasks provided they measure correctly, cf. provisions of Chapters IV and V.

Article 5.
First use and marking.
EEC weighing instruments and National weighing instruments shall have verification prior to first use, cf. Regulations no 956/2006 on the Mode of Work of Those Undertaking Reverification as Commissioned by the Consumer Agency.

MID weighing instruments are considered to have verification for first use. They shall obtain a special marking for new weighing instruments, cf. Regulations no 955/2006 on Verification Symbols and Markings of Measuring Instruments Subject to Control.
Article 6.
Weighing instruments subject to verification.
Weighing instruments used for the following purposes are subject to verification:
a.
Determination of mass for business transactions.
b.
Determination of mass for the calculation of a toll, tariff, tax, bonus, penalty, remuneration, indemnity or similar type of payment.
c
Determination of price on the basis of mass for the purposes of direct sales to the public and the making-up of prepackages.
d.
Weighing according to Regulation no 224/2006 on Weighing and Recording of Fish Catches in which weighing shall be carried out on a verified weighing instrument even though it may not be covered by section a.
If doubt arises on the obligation to obtain verification the matter is decided by The Consumer Agency and it can also award exceptions in cases when use of a weighing instrument constitutes a low risk of harming any interests. Other authorities may also require an obligation to obtain verification e.g. for the weighing of fish catches.
CHAPTER III
Responsibility of parties.
Article 7.
Requirements of suppliers.
A supplier of weighing instruments shall not market, sell or deliver weighing instruments according to para. 1 of Art. 1 unless they comply with the provisions of para. 2 of Art. 1, EEC weighing instruments shall have EEC verification, National weighing instruments shall fulfil the requirements of Art. 3, and the conformity assessment of MID weighing instruments shall have been completed, they have received a declaration of conformity, are properly marked and sealed.
A supplier of weighing instruments shall inform the buyer on the accuracy class, maximum and other technical parameters of the weighing instruments and whether they are likely to be suitable for the intended use.
Article 8.
Requirements of owners of weighing instruments.
The owner may not set up or have set up a weighing instrument for use according to para.1 of Article 1, unless the instrument is properly marked and sealed.
The owner of a weighing instrument which is subject to verification is responsible for receiving a verification from an authorized testing body according to Regulations 956/2006 on the Mode of Work of Those Undertaking Reverifications commissioned by the Consumer Agency.
If an owner learns of errors in use of a weighing instrument amounting to double the error limits that are used for reference for new weighing instruments, or if for any other reason the verification has become invalid, according to para.3 of Art. 17, he shall be responsible for taking the weighing instrument out of use until it has been reverified.
The owner of a weighing instrument shall adhere to the conditions of the manufacturer for conditions of use and permitted operating conditions. The requirements for MID weighing instruments in Annex I and MI-006, shall be kept in mind, cf. regulations no 465/2006 on the implementation of the Directive of the European Parliament and Council 2004/22/EC on Measuring Instruments and also those in the present Regulations.
Article 9.
Requirements of service agent.
A weighing instrument which is subject to official verification according to Art. 6, but does not have a valid verification according to Art. 17, shall be reverified prior to being put into use again, but cf. the permit of the servicing agent in Art. 17.
A service agent who has carried out any operation which requires reverification according to para. 1 shall immediately notify the owner of this.
CHAPTER IV
Requirements of weighing instruments in use.
Article 10.
Market surveillance.
Weighing instruments are subject to requirements regarding market surveillance in accordance with Regulations no 465/2007 on the implementation of the Directive of the European Parliament and Council 2004/22/EC on Measuring Instruments.
Article 11.
Maximum permissible errors.
The maximum permissible errors of weighing instruments at verification are the same as required in appendix MI-006 Automatic Weighing Instruments cf. Regulations no 465/2006 on the implementation of the Directive of the European Parliament and Council 2004/22/EC on Measuring Instruments.
Article 12.
Other requirements.
In testing for verification the weighing instruments shall fulfil the requirements for markings and seals that were made to them when they were placed on the market and put into use, but cf. Art. 4 on older weighing instruments and Art. 15 on minimum markings.
The support of weighing instruments shall be suitable for each type of instrument and its use, it shall be stable, level and free of dirt that might affect the measurement results of the weighing instrument. 

The ambient temperature shall be suitable for the weighing instrument and it is not permissible to verify a weighing instrument if the ambient temperature is outside the limits for which the instrument is designed.
A weighing instrument shall not be verified or used unless disturbance due to weather conditions or the climactic conditions have a minimal effect on the findings, so that it may be concluded that the requirements for maximum permissible errors are fulfilled.
Article 13.
Weighing instruments to be taken out of use.
If it becomes clear that weighing instruments do not fulfil the requirements of this Chapter they shall be taken out of use and shall not receive reverification.
In spite of the requirements of this Chapter it is permitted to use a weighing instrument until the next verification in case its error does not exceed twice the maximum permissible error.
CHAPTER V.
Rules on verification of weighing instruments.
Article 14.
Weights used for verification.
Weights used for verification of weighing instruments shall fulfil the requirements of existing regulations on weights and be suitable to the conditions and the weighing instrument being validated.
Weights of at least accuracy class M1 shall be used for verification, care should be taken that uncertainty and known margin of error of weights is no more than 1/5 part of the maximum permissible error applicable cf. Annex MI-006 and Regulation no 465/2007 on the implementation of the directive of the European Parliament Directive and Council 2004/22/EB on Measuring Instruments. The accuracy class of weights M1 is defined in Regulations no 136/1994.

The requirement for total uncertainty for verification in Regulation no 956/2006 on the Mode of Work of Those Undertaking Reverification as Commissioned by the Consumer Agency may lead to the conclusion that the level of accuracy as stipulated in para. 2 is not satisfactory. The same applies when a material which is weighed especially is used in place of weights to test automatic weighing instruments.
Article 15.
Testing requirements for verification.

A weighing instrument shall be tested to determine if it fulfils the requirements according to Chapter IV. Testing shall be carried out in conditions similar to those of use, as far as possible.

An automatic weighing instrument can be tested as if it were non-automatic and then a dynamic testing may also be performed as conditions permit.
An inspection shall be made to ascertain if markings, seals and information on the weiging instrument and its display, conditions cf. Art. 12 and also if the weighing instrument is suitable to what it is used for. 
Metrological characteristics shall be tested, and in order that a measuring instrument may pass testing the errors shall not be greater than the maximum permissible errors cf. Art. 11. This applies to each of the features that are tested.
The total measuring range of the weighing instrument shall be tested, especially the minimum and maximum of the range and where the maximum permissible errors change, and repeatability and excentricity shall be tested. If indications point to disturbances in weighing, the influence of possible error sources shall be examined, such as drafts, a strong electrical current, a magnetic field or absorbed radiation from heat, light or mobile telephones.
Older weighing instruments may be verified, cf. Art. 4 even though markings are not in accordance with the requirements of the Regulations, on the condition that minimum markings appear. Minimum markings consist of: 

1.
Type of weighing instrument.
2.
Maximum capacity and performance and speed of band if applicable.
3.
Minimum capacity.
4.
Verification scale interval.
5.
Serial number.
Article 16.
Verification.
A weighing instrument may be verified if it has passed inspection and testing according to Art. 15. Verification is confirmed by attaching a verification label to the weighing instrument and a report is made on its testing and verification. If the weighing instrument has devices which the owner is not permitted to remove or adjust this shall be ensured by affixing a seal prior to attaching the verification label to the weighing instrument. 

The testing body responsible for verification shall not carry out repairs on a measuring instrument. However, when the errors of a weighing instrument exceed the permitted limits, the verification body is permitted to make adjustments to the instrument, if such adjustments are made in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions or approved methods are used when these instructions are not available.
Article 17.
Verification period and permit of the service agent.
The verification period of weighing instruments is two years.
The verification period for new MID - weighing instruments is based on the year on the CE marking. Thus, a MID weighing instrument shall be verified before the end of the second year subsequent to the year which appears on the CE marking.
Verification becomes invalid although the period of verification has not ended if:
1. The weighing instrument breaks down,
2. the seal is broken,
3. repairs are made on the weighing instrument which can affect the results of its measurements,
4. a weighing instrument is moved to another gravity zone than which it was verified or adjusted for,
5. the error exceeds the double maximum permissible error cf. Art. 11.
Despite the provision of para. 3, the service agent approved by the Consumer Agency may be permitted to break the seal and carry out minor repairs without voiding the verification. The service agent shall seal the weighing instrument again with his identification and submit a report to the Consumer Agency about what has been done.
The approval of the service agent is subject to conditions and decisions of the Consumer Agency following an examination of his qualifications and quality of work and to ensure that results of measurements will remain within the maximum permissible errors in use.
The Consumer Agency issues a written permit to a service agent with further provisions and limitations on permitted repairs. If a service agent does not meet the conditions which are the requirements for the approval of the Consumer Agency, it may revoke and invalidate the permit of a service agent in accordance with this Article.
Article 18.
Reports.
Reports to the Consumer Agency shall be in accordance with Art. 11 of Regulations no 956/2006 on the procedures for parties responsible for verification on behalf of the Consumer Agency.
The following information shall appear in test reports put forward as a basis for verifications an these shall be accessible to the staff of the Consumer Agency:
1.
Error at zero indication.
2.
Weighing characteristics and errors in the areas tested.
3. 
Dynamic tests as applicable.
4.
Eccentricity error.
5.
Findings of repeatability test.
6.
Tare error.
7.
Environment and conditions.
CHAPTER VI.
Internal inspection.
Article 19.
General conditions for internal inspection.
Internal inspection is permissible in place of verifications and subject to approval of the Consumer Agency according to the provisions of the present Regulations cf. Art. 14 of Act no 91/2006 on Measurements, Measurement Standards and Official Weighers.
Internal inspection shall ensure that all weighing instruments subject to internal inspection fulfil the same requirements regarding precision as weighing instruments which are verified regularly.
Testing of weighing instruments under inspection shall be carried out according to Chapter V.
When internal inspection is used in place of verification, a record shall be kept of all information providing an overview of all measuring instruments subject to the coverage of the present regulations. The Consumer Agency shall be supplied with relevant information on the weighing instruments from this record.
The internal inspection system shall be recorded in full in the inspection or quality management handbook of the owner.
Article 20.
Application and procedure for internal inspection.
The owners of weighing instruments may request the approval of the Consumer Agency for a certified quality management system extending to internal inspection of weighing instruments shall be accepted in place of verification.
The application shall be accompanied by all material from the quality management handbook which is relevant to internal inspection of non-automatic weighing instruments.
In the application process for approval of internal inspection, the applicant shall supply all information on the arrangement of internal inspection, data on the management of the system and necessary information that must be evaluated and give indications for improvements on the projected internal inspection system.
The Consumer Agency makes a decision on the approval on the basis of submitted documents and the improvements which the applicant has carried out, if applicable. If an applicant for internal inspection fulfils all the conditions determined by the Consumer Agency it issues a permit for the use of internal inspection in place of verifications on acceptance of payment of a licencing fee according to a tariff determined by the Minister.
If the Consumer Agency turns down an application this shall be supported by reasoning in writing.
If the internal inspection does not fulfil the conditions any longer, the Consumer Agency shall revoke the permit for internal inspection of weighing instruments.
Article 21.
Annual inspection and reporting.
The owner of weighing instruments who has received the approval of he Consumer Agency for internal inspection cf Art. 19 and 20, shall submit an annual report to the Consumer Agency and no later than March 1st for the preceding year, documenting all examinations and inspections, results of inspections and decisions that have been taken concerning weighing instruments.
The report shall include a statistical summary of all types of breakdowns, faults, errors, repairs, transport and broken seals of weighing instruments. Furthermore, a survey of test results shall be given cf. Art. 17. The classification of deviations and the contents of the report shall be determined by the Consumer Agency.
The Consumer Agency shall confirm an extension of the duration of a permit for internal inspection, no later than on June 1st, upon receiving an annual inspection fee according to a tariff determined by the Minister.
CHAPTER VII.
Supervision, Market Surveillance, Administrative Resorts et al.
Article 22.
The task of the Consumer Agency.
The Consumer Agency supervises the abidance by the provisions of the present Regulations and undertakes market surveillance in conformity with Directive 2004/22/EC on Measuring Instruments and the provisions of Act no 91/2006 on Measurements, Measurement standards and Official Weighers.
Article 23.
Administrative resorts.
The implementation of inspection of measuring instruments, judicial solutions and penalties for violations of the provisions of the present Regulations are subject to the provisions of Act no 91/2006 on Measurements, Measurement standards and Official Weighers.
Article 24.
Fees on account of internal supervision.
The Consumer Agency collects a licensing fee and an annual inspection fee on account of internal control, cf. Art 20 and 21 and as per a tariff lain down in conformity with the provisions of Art. 32 of Act no 91/2006 on Measurements, Measurement Standards and Official Weighers.
CHAPTER VIII

Appeals and means of complaints.
Article 25
Appeal and means of complaints.
Decisions made by the Consumer Agency on the basis of the present Regulations can be appealed to the Consumer Appeals Committee which acts on the basis of Art. 4 of Act no 62/2005 on the Consumer Agency and Consumer Spokesman.
The decision of the Consumer Agency can not be submitted to Courts of Law until a ruling from the Consumer Appeals Committee is available.
CHAPTER IX
Penalties.
Article 26.
Penalties.
A party who deliberately or inadvertently violates the provisions of the present Regulations shall be subject to monetary fines or imprisonment for up to six months in case of gross violations.
A party giving incorrect or misleading information in connection with decisions or who does not reveal issues of importance for disclosing a Case under the present Regulations shall be subject to fines, unless a heavier penalty applies under Laws. 

Those violating the provisions of Chapters III and VI shall be subject to fines.
A fine under the present Regulations may be imposed on legal persons in conformity with provisions of Penal Laws on fines for legal persons.
CHAPTER X
Entry into Force, Alignment et al.
Article 27.
Entry into force and alignment.
The present Regulations are laid down with support in Act no 91/2006 on Measurements, Measurement Standards and Official Weighers.
At the same time, the Regulations no 794/2002 on the verification of automatic weighing instruments and no 964/2004 on Automatic Weighing Instruments are repealed.
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Temporary provisions.
According to temporary provisions of Directive 2004/22/EC on Measuring Instruments, placing  EEC measuring instruments on the market and putting them into use cf. para. 1, Art. 1 is permitted until the verification of the type approval expires, or in the case of a type approval of indefinite validity, for a maximum of 10 years from 30th October 2006. The duration of a national type approval shall be the period indicated in the verification document on which the national verification is based, or later additions to the original verification. If a duration of verification is not specified in the foreign document it shall be a maximum of 10 years from its issue.
