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In Norwegian: Utkast til forskrift om posisjonerings- og ankringssystemer på flyttbare innretninger

In English: Draft regulation concerning positioning and anchoring systems on mobile offshore units

6.
The anchoring systems, including winches, on board Mobile Offshore Units (MOUs)
7.


8.
The draft regulation applies to Norwegian flagged Mobile Offshore Units.

The draft implies that the most recently adopted requirements in force will apply to all MOU’s, irrespectively of age. Previous approved MOU’s will have to make necessary upgrades as a result of this new regulation.

The intentions with the new draft are to lift the safety factors concerning anchoring systems on board MOU’s to a high level and reduce the number of unwanted incidents in connection with the anchor systems on board the Norwegian flagged MOU’s.

The new technical provisions of the draft can be found in section 6 (2), where there are new provisions concerning the anchor winches. Some of the suggested changes are:

· § 6 (2.1), with an increase in the requirement for pulling force to 50% of the breaking strength of the anchor line (35-40% in today’s regulations).

· § 6 (2.3 & 2.4), concerning requirements for the total static holding force of the winch. For winches without a pawl, the total static holding force shall at least correspond to 120% of the breaking strength of the relevant anchor line. Winches with a pawl only need 100%. Both types of winhes shall have at least two independent holding brake systems engaged at any time.

The draft proposes that the anchoring systems analysis calculations are to be prepared pursuant to the methodology given in ISO 19901-7 (2005). This is done to standardise the calculations methods and ensure a unified interpretation of the requirement for the analysis.

Other new provisions in the draft regulation are:

· § 6 (6.4), concerning the continuous reading and logging of line tension.

· § 8 (1), concerning control and recertification of the anchor chains, with focus on chain older than 20 years. These provisions correspond with the practice of the Petroleum Safety Authority Norway (PSA).

§ 8 (10 & 11), concerning the verification of the holding power of the anchor line. These provisions correspond with the practice of the PSA.

9.
-
An updated set of regulations, harmonising the national regulations with the regulations governing continental shelf operations – strengthening the requirements concerning the anchor winches and anchor lines/chains/etc.

· The proposed amendments will hold the MOUs to a higher, more uniform and predictable level of safety.

· Modernising the old regulation.
10.

· Regulations No. 857 of 4 September 1987 concerning anchoring/positioning systems on mobile offshore units, which will be repealed five years after the new Regulation enters into force.

· ISO 19901-7 (2005).
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a) Information on the impact assessment can be found on page 11.
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