Date: 07.01.2003

EEA INFORMATION PROCEDURE ON DRAFT TECHNICAL REGULATIONS ACCORDING TO 

DIRECTIVE 98/34/EC as amended by directive 98/48/EC 

(ANNEX II, CHAPTER XIX, 1. EEA AGREEMENT)

TO: 
ESA
Presentation and Content of the Notification Message

1.
Special Code

2.
Member State


Principality of Liechtenstein

3A.
Department Responsible


Office of National Economy, Gerberweg 5, 9490 Vaduz, 


Tel. 00423 236 6451 (Thomas Näf)

3B.
Originating Department


Office of National Economy, Gerberweg 5, 9490 Vaduz, 


Tel. 00423 236 6293 (Röthlin Sandra)

4.
2003/9001/FL
5.
Title


Draft Act on electronic commerce (German designation: ECG)

6.
Products and/or Services Concerned


Information society services

7.
Notification Under Another Community Act


-

8.
Main Content


The draft is intended to transpose Directive 2000/31/EC on electronic commerce. It includes the principle of freedom of authorisation, certain obligations to provide information on the part of service providers, regulations concerning the conclusion of electronic agreements and contracts and provider liability. In addition, the country of origin principle is to be transposed and a system of supervision introduced.


The draft goes beyond the Directive in certain respects: thus, provisions are put forward regarding the use of electronic mail and liability on the part of search engine operators and on-line service providers who use hyperlinks. The field of application of the Act is not only to be extended to providers working in the European Community but also to other service providers established in Liechtenstein; this does not apply, however to the country of origin principle which is only to apply to dealings with EU member states. Finally, the exemptions laid down in Article 1 (5) (d) of the Directive with regard to certain activities shall likewise only apply to the country of origin principle. The exemptions as per Article 9 (2) of the Directive have already been transposed by Section 4 paragraph 2 of the Liechtenstein Act on signatures.
9.
Brief Statement of Grounds


The regulations which go beyond the Directive are necessary from a practical point of view, thereby also partly satisfying an urgent need on the part of service recipients and providers for legal certainty.

10.
Reference Documents - Basic Texts


Directive 2000/31/EC on electronic commerce, OJ L 178 of 17.7.2000, p. 1.

11.
Invocation of the Emergency Procedure

No.

12.
Grounds for the Emergency


-

13.
Confidentiality


No

14.
Fiscal Measures


No


