DRAFT OF REGULATION

on preventing contaminated animal products and animal diseases from being imported into Iceland

SECT. I

Objective and scope

Article. 1


The objective of this Regulation is to prevent that animal and human diseases are brought to Iceland via imported meat and meat products, eggs, milk products and other products that this Regulation covers, and at the same time to prevent the importation of raw products from animals that have been fed or given growth-promoting substances, hormones and antibiotics.

Article 2


The Regulation applies to the importation of all types of animal products and other products which can contain infectious agents dangerous to animal and human health.

SECT. II

Protection against animal diseases

Article 3


The importation to Iceland of any of the following animal products or products which can contain infectious agents dangerous to animal and human health is not allowed subject to the provisions of Section IV. of this regulation:

a. Raw meat, processed or unprocessed, as well as offal and animal by-products. 

b. Meat on-bone of cloven-hoofed animals.

c. Animal feed that contains animal by-products, e.g., meat meal, bone meal, feed products processed from by-products from mammals and fowl. It is permissible to import pet foods that have been heated to a core temperature of at least 90°C, provided that the raw material does not contain any of the following animals or animal products:

1. Falling stock, including stillborn or unborn animals (animal foetuses).

2. Animals that have been slaughtered to control the spread of animal diseases.

3. Animal by-products, including blood from animals whose meat on inspection has proved to be unfit for human consumption because of contagious diseases.

4. Those parts of an animal that have been slaughtered normally but are not examined during meat inspection. However, this does not apply to skins, blood and similar products.

5. Meat, domestic fowl, fish, wild game and foods made from animal products that have been spoiled.

6. Animals, fresh meat and domestic fowl, fish, wild game, meat and milk products that generally do not meet the demands of the veterinary authorities for importation.

7. Animal products and animal by-products that contain traces of contaminants that are dangerous for animal and human health.

8. Fish or fish by-products that have been judged unsuitable for human consumption because of contagious disease.

9. Products from specified risk materials, including the spinal cord, brain, head, and spleen of ruminants.
10. Products that have been recontaminated after heat treatment.
d. Wool, used bags or other packaging or wrapping materials, down, including eiderdown, feathers, straw mats, straw baskets, and unprocessed animal hair. Exempted are sterilised skins, hides, hunting and fishing trophies and dead animals/birds that are intended to be stuffed, provided they are accompanied by a certificate attesting satisfactory disinfection accepted by the Chief Veterinary Officer. 

e. Untreated eggs, eggshells and egg products. 

f. Unpasteurized milk and milk products processed from unpasteurized milk.

g. Hay, straw, manure, potting soil, peat and compost mixed with manure. 

h. Blood, serum, and other biological products of animal origin, including bacteria, viruses, and specimens of blood, blood serum, cells, tissues and animal proteins. 

i. Used riding gear and undisinfected riding outfits, unclean clothing and rags, as well as equipment that has been used for storage and transport of animals and animal by-products.

j. Used agricultural machines and tools, including horsetrailers, and other equipment that has been used in agriculture. 

k. Used fishing gear for angling. 

SECT. III

Import requirements

Article 4


Imported products that are listed under items 0201-0210, 0401-0408, 1601,1602, and the following items containing meat; 1901-2023, 1901-2043, 1902-2021, 1902-2022, 1902-2029, 1902-2041, 1902-2042, 1902-2049, 1902-3021, 1902-3029, 1902-3041, 1902-3049, 1902-4021, 1902-4029, 1904-9001, 1904-9009, 1905-9051, 2004-9006, 2005-9001, 2106-9064 in the Customs Tariff, cf. Appendix I, Customs Act no. 55/1987, that have received satisfactory heat treatment, shall come with the following certificates:

a. Official certificate of origin and health.

b. Boiled animal by-products and food products, that are not canned/tinned, shall have a supplementary official certificate that certifies that the product has been heat-treated so that the core temperature has reached 72°C in 15 sec., if this is not confirmed in the official certificate of origin and health (see item a), or the product has received comparable treatment accepted by the Chief Veterinary Officer.

c. Milk and milk products shall come with a supplementary official certificate certifies that the product has been pasteurised or processed from pasteurised milk, if this is not confirmed in the official certificate of origin and health (see item a), or has received comparable treatment accepted by the Chief Veterinary Officer.

d. Eggs and egg products shall come with a supplementary official certificate certifying that the product has been heated at 65° C for five minutes, if this is not confirmed in the official certificate of origin and health (see item a), or has received comparable treatment accepted by the Chief Veterinary Officer.

e. An official certificate that certifies that the products have been processed in slaughterhouses/processing plants authorised by the European Union or U.S. authorities for export and/or sales within their respective states.

Article 5


Imported products that are listed under 0202, 0203, 0204, 0207, 0208 and 0210 in the Customs Tariff, cf. Appendix I, Customs Act no. 55/1987, and that have not received satisfactory heat treatment shall come with the following certificates:

a. Official certificate of origin and health.

b. Official certificate that certifies that the animals that were the source of the products have not been fed or given growth-promoting substances, hormones or antibiotics.

c. Official certificate that certifies that the products have been stored at least –18° C for one month before customs clearance.

d. Official certificate that certifies that the animals that were the source of the products were slaughtered in slaughterhouses and the products processed in processing plants authorised by the European Union or U.S. authorities for export and/or sales within their respective states.

e. Official Certificate that certifies that the products are free of salmonella bacteria. 

f. Animal by-products and milk products and eggs shall conform to the valid clauses in the Regulations concerning food contaminants. 

g. The product shall be marked in conformity with the current Regulation on Marking, Advertising and Promotion of Foodstuffs. 

SECT. IV

Import permit

Article 6


The Minister of Agriculture is authorised, on receipt of the recommendation of the Chief Veterinary Officer, to permit importation of products covered by Article 3 of this Regulation, cf. Article 10 of Act no. 25/1993 on Animal Diseases and Protection Against Animal Diseases, together with amendments, if it is considered proven that importing the product will not entail bringing in any contagious material or material that can cause animal or human diseases. 


The importer shall present a written request to the Minister of Agriculture concerning the importation, which shall state information on the country of origin and the producing country, the product type, and the producer, together with the certificates as required in Article 4 and 5 of this Regulation.


When permission to import a product is requested for the first time, in accordance with the first section of this Article, the importer shall provide the Minister of Agriculture with all necessary information about the product for consideration and approval before any loading is carried out from the exporting country. 

Article 7


The importer of a product shall see to it that all necessary certificates are provided with the product for importation and the importer shall be responsible for all costs that may be incurred in obtaining the certificates and any sterilisation procedures that must be carried out in order to fulfil requirements for importation, including taking necessary samples and performing tests that the Chief Veterinary Officer deems necessary. 

Travellers who arrive with boiled food products in packaging that includes confirmation that the product has been heat treated, as required in Article 4, items b and c, do not need to present certificates.

Article 8


The recommendation of the Chief Veterinary Officer concerning the clauses in Articles 3, 4, and 5., cf. Article 6, shall be based on a risk assessment that, inter alia, shall take account of the OIE list concerning A and B diseases and other international standards, guidelines and recommendations. The implementation of this Article shall be fully consistent with the provisions of the Agreement on The Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures in Annex 1A of the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organisation.

SECT. V

Miscellaneous

Article 9


The administrators of ships and planes that arrive in Iceland with food remains that contain meat and meat products shall see to it that all such remains are put in a special leak-proof trash bin and then destroyed according to the directives from the Chief Veterinary Officer. Meat and meat products that are imported without proper authorisation shall be burned or destroyed in another comparably safe way. 

Reefer storage units in all passenger liners and fishing vessels shall be sealed on reaching port in Iceland. All crew members on ships and planes and tourists who arrive to Iceland shall be required to conform to the clauses of this Regulation concerning meat and meat products that may be in their baggage and which are intended for their own use. 

Article 10


The Minister of Agriculture is authorised to permit importation of products that are listed in Article 3 of these Regulations, such as products held in stock in the free port, as such products are re-exported out of Iceland. The terms for such permission are that the product in question is transported in properly sealed packaging on which the contents are listed and that the shipment comes with the requisite Certificate of Origin and Health, as specified in Article 4 and 5 above.


As soon as such a product reaches Iceland it shall be sealed by the Customs authorities and it shall be unlawful to break the seal while the product is stored by the Customs authorities in Iceland. 

Article 11


Any infringement of the clauses of these Regulations shall result in the imposition of sanctions in accordance with the legislation specified in Article 12. In case of infringement of these Regulations the matter shall be prosecuted in accordance with the Icelandic code of criminal procedure. 

Article 12


This Regulation, which is set in accordance with the Act on Animal Diseases and Prevention no. 25/1993, with subsequent amendments, the Act on Veterinarians and Health Services for Animals no. 66/1998, with subsequent amendments, the Act on Production, Pricing and Sales of Farm Products no. 99/1993, with subsequent amendments, shall take effect immediately. The Regulations are announced in accordance with Directive no.  98/34/EBE on regulations concerning the changes in presenting information because of technological standards and regulations. At the same time the following previous regulations on preventing animal diseases from reaching Iceland and on the limitations on the importation of animal products that contain growth hormones no. 479/1995 and amendments as stated in Regulation no. 784/2000 are now invalid.  The following are also now invalid: notification on the importation of mixed grain feeds no. 140/1982 and notification on preventive measures for the importation of compost for the growing of mushrooms no. 117/1990, notification on the importation of used riding equipage and riding outfits no. 226/1990, notification on the importation of agricultural products no. 483/1995, with amendments no. 262/1996, and notification no. 324/1999 on the importation of meat and meat products which have not been heat treated.   

The Ministry of Agriculture, 16th. of January 2002.
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