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ATTACHMENT 2

BASIS FOR APPLYING FOR NATIONAL EXEMPTIONS FROM COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 98/18/EC, ANNEX 1, FOR NEW AND EXISTING SHIPS OF CLASSES B, C, AND D
Requirements for radio installations in SOLAS chapter IV
The provisions of SOLAS chapter IV, including the 1988 GMDSS amendments. Chapter IV of SOLAS 1974 applies to passenger ships engaged on domestic voyages in Norway, with the following exceptions and interpretations. For Class B or C vessels, the following requirements for radio installations do not apply:

Distress panel (SOLAS 1974-R.IV/6.4). This requirement is replaced by an equivalent, i.e. the alarm button on the vessel’s VHF/DSC radio installation together with the EPIRB (SOLAS 1974-R.IV/7.1.6). Where the EPIRB cannot be remotely operated from the wheelhouse, an additional float-free or manually activated EPIRB is required to be installed in the wheelhouse near the conning position.

Distress alarm panel (SOLAS 1974-R.IV/6.6).

For Class D vessels, the requirement for a secondary source of alerting (SOLAS 1974-R.IV/4.1.1) does not apply, as this requirement is considered fulfilled by the vessel’s VHF/DSC radio installation (SOLAS 1974-R.IV/7.1), together with the number of two-way radiotelephone apparatus (SOLAS 1974-R. III/6.2.1) with which the vessel is required to be provided. The Norwegian Maritime Directorate considers this to be an equivalent.

Likewise, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate does not want to make the NAVTEX receiver (SOLAS 1974-R.IV/4.1.7 and SOLAS 1974-R.IV/7.1.4) and satellite EPIRB (SOLAS 1974-R.IV/7.1.6) requirements applicable to this vessel category. Satellite EPIRBs have variable accuracy in fjords, where their signals are reflected from mountain formations in particular. The NAVTEX receiver will, as it were, be pouring out messages of no relevance to shipping in these areas. A NAVTEX requirement will particularly hurt ferries, which in this trade area shuttle exclusively from a position A to a position B.

Distress panel: The Norwegian Maritime Directorate considers the alarm button of the vessel’s VHF/DSC radio installation to be an equivalent.

Regulation II-1/B/17-1/1.1  Watertight integrity
Except as provided in paragraphs 1.2 and 1.3, all accesses that lead to spaces below the bulkhead deck of new ro-ro passenger ships of Class B, C or D are required to have a lowest point which is at least 2.5 metres above the bulkhead deck.

The Norwegian Maritime Directorate considers the arrangement prescribed by the draft regulation to be equivalent to the requirement contained in the Council Directice and thus wishes to deviate from regulation II-1/B/17-1/1.1 on the following conditions:

- all accesses that lead to spaces below the bulkhead deck should have a lowest point which is not less than 600 mm above the bulkhead deck,

- all accesses should be closed by weathertight doors with centralized closing means, and

- alarmed and indicated to the navigational bridge.

Regulation II-1/D/3.1  Emergency source of electrical power

This regulation prescribes an independent emergency source of electrical power with an emergency switchboard located above the bulkhead deck in new Class B, C or D ships and in existing Class B ships.

The Norwegian Maritime Directorate is of the opinion that this might be deviated from in the case of new Class B, C or D ships constructed with two fully redundant machinery spaces which are separated by at least two watertight and fire-safe compartments, provided that there is at least one generator with its associated switchboard, etc. in each machinery space. The Norwegian Maritime Directorate considers this to be an equivalent to the arrangement where a separate generator above the bulkhead deck ensures the supply of emergency power. In the opinion of the Norwegian Maritime Directorate, two separated watertight and fire-safe machinery spaces result in enhanced overall safety in the ship. Within the domestic ferry traffic, there is also a trend towards diesel-electric propulsion, which means that the engine-room arrangement no longer requires a fixed location within the vessel, as the machinery spaces of new ferries may be located in the most appropriate place.

Regulation II-2/A/11  Fireman's outfit
New and existing Class B, C or D ships are required to be provided with two or more sets of fireman's outfits and personal equipment, depending on the vessel's length or the combined length of passenger and service spaces.

The Norwegian Maritime Directorate wishes to deviate from this provision for new Class C or D ships operating on short routes, provided that the following requirements of the draft regulation are complied with:

- the ship has no accommodation below the (bulkhead) deck,

- the ship has no passenger cabins,

- the ship's passenger accommodation has direct access to the open deck forward and aft, and

- the ship has separate and redundant propulsion and steering systems.

For such ships, immediate access to a safe place is possible in the event of fire. They have a three or four-strong crew and 100% propulsion and manoeuvring redundancy. Besides, their two separated machinery and steering gear spaces ensure that a fire in any one space will not affect the ferry's possibility to proceed to the nearest port.

Regulation III/5-1.3  Fast rescue boats
New and existing ro-ro passenger ships of Class B, C or D are required to be provided with a fast rescue boat which is approved and tested in accordance with MSC/Circ.809, as amended.

For Class D ships, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate wishes to deviate from the rescue boat testing requirement, since the sea and wind conditions contained in MSC/Circ.809 apply to ships operating in Class B areas. The Norwegian Maritime Directorate believes that there must be a connection between the sea and wind conditions found in the vessel's trade area and the testing requirements applicable to rescue boats.

Regulation III/5-2  Helicopter landing and pick-up areas
The regulation prescribes an area for lifting and winch operations approved by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate for new and existing Class B, C or D ships.

The Norwegian Maritime Directorate is of the opinion that this requirement may be deviated from for Class C or D ships operating on short routes, provided the distance to the nearest port never exceeds one hour and there is a helicopter and pick-up area available at the nearest port.

Class C or D ferries used in domestic trade have, with practically no exception, a superstructure design which provides no space of sufficient size to comply with this requirement. Besides, most of these routes are in areas along the Norwegian coast where waiting for helicopter assistance takes substantially longer time than proceeding to the nearest port. 

* * *
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