Draft regulations concerning amendments to Regulations of 4 September 1987 No. 857 concerning anchoring/positioning systems on mobile offshore units
In § 1 Definitions, subsection 2 is deleted, existing subsections 3 and 4 are renumbered as 

subsections 2 and 3. Further existing subsections 5 up to and including 9 are deleted.

In § 1 Definitions, new subsections 4 to 6 are added and should read:

"4. Recognized classification society: Any classification society with which the Ministry has entered into an agreement pursuant to § 9 of the Seaworthiness Act:

· Det Norske Veritas (DNV).

· Lloyd's Register of Shipping (LRS).

· Bureau Veritas (BV).

· Germanischer Lloyd (GL).

· American Bureau of Shipping (ABS).

5. MOU classification society: A recognized classification society with which there is an agreement on its carrying out inspections and surveys, etc. on mobile offshore units. The following societies are MOU classification societies:

· Det Norske Veritas (DNV).

· Lloyd’s Register of Shipping (LRS).

Upon request, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may in each individual case use other recognized classification societies for the carrying out of inspections and surveys, etc. on mobile offshore units.

6. Certified:

a) In respect of equipment and materials: Equipment which satisfies the requirements specified or materials complying with a recognized standard which are certified, approved or type-approved by:

· a Notified Body,

· an accredited certifying body,

· a recognized classification society,

· other recognized public or private institution, or

· the administration of a country that has ratified the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Convention.

b) In respect of the execution of work: Personnel who according to regulatory requirements are required to hold special qualifications for performing specific tasks and certified by:

· a recognized classification society,

· an accredited certifying body, or

· other recognized public or private institution."

§ 2 Application is amended (heading and provisions) and should read:

"§ 2 Scope of application
1. These regulations apply to mobile offshore units which are or will be registered in a Norwegian ship register.
Mobile offshore units which are registered in a Norwegian ship register may, until the next certificate issue, comply with the requirements that applied at the time of the last certificate issue."

§ 3 Responsibility should read:

The owner and the platform manager are responsible for compliance with the provisions of these regulations1.

_____________

1  See also Regulations of 2 March 1999 No. 394 concerning a Safety Management System for mobile offshore units."


§ 4 Documentation should read:

The owner shall be able to document that the requirements of these regulations are complied with. Documentation shall be sent to the Norwegian Maritime Directorate on request. The contents, scope and type of documents and the time of submission shall be decided by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate."


§ 5 Approval - system audit - verification is repealed and should be deleted.


In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, subsection 2.1 should the following amendment should be made:

Reads:  “(…) which exceeds 0.9 times of (…)”

Should read: “(…) which exceeds 90% of (…)”

In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, the following amendment should be made to the 

penultimate sentence of subsection 2.2, as follows:

Reads:  "(…)during such loads not exceed 0.85 times of the minimum(…)"

Should read: "(…)during such loads not exceed 85% of the minimum(…)"


In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, subsection 2.6 should read:

"2.6. The anchor winch with its associated parts shall be designed so as to permit release of the entire chain/steel rope in a safe manner at the most unfavourable angle of heel pursuant to § 21 of the Stability Regulations.1
__________

1  Regulations of 20 December 1991 No. 878 concerning stability, watertight subdivision and watertight/weathertight closing means on mobile offshore units."

In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, the first paragraph and subparagraph of subsection 2.10 should read:

"Anchor winches shall be certified by an MOU classification society. Every winch shall be delivered with a certificate which includes information on:

- Anchor chain and/or wire dimension and length for which the winch has been designed."

(subparagraphs beginning from "- Static brake holding forces (first steel rope layer)" are unamended)


In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, the first sentence of subsection 3.3 should read:

"Chain/steel rope stoppers shall be certified by an MOU classification society."


In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, subsection 4.1 should read:

"4.1. The nominal tension in the fairlead as well as the fairlead attachment to the vessel shall not exceed 80% of the minimum specified yield tension, with anchor chain and/or steel rope in the most unfavourable direction to the breaking point. By most unfavourable direction is understood unfavourable angles of incidence according to the operating manual +/-10o in horizontal direction. Attachment of the fairlead shall be designed and dimensioned in such a way that in case of a possible overload of the fairlead no hull damange occurs."

In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, the first sentence of subsection 5.2 should read:

"For the selected anchoring system it shall be possible to document by means of standard1 calculations that the system will provide a safe and secure anchoring in those areas in which the unit will operate."


In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, subsection 5.4 should read:

"5.4. The calculation methods and environmental loads used, as well as the result of the calculations, shall be documented in an anchoring analysis."


In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, the final paragraph of subsection 5.5 should read:

"These safety factors are based on a quasi-static method of calculation. For other methods of calculation, other safety factors may be used where it can be documented that they will provide equal safety."


In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, subsection 5.6 should read:

"5.6. Thruster-assisted anchoring and dynamic positioning:"
In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, the heading and first paragraph of subsection 

5.6.1 should read:

"5.6.1. Thruster-assisted anchoring
Thrusters may be used as an aid for reducing the anchor line forces under extreme weather conditions, and then according to the following:"


In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, subsection 5.6.2 should read:

"5.6.2. Dynamic positioning

If the unit is to keep its position only by using thrusters, the dynamic positioning system shall satisfy MSC/Circ 645 - Guidelines for dynamic positioning of 6 June 1994 or an equivalent standard. The choice of equipment class shall be based on the consequences that any loss of position may have with regard to the operations which the unit is intended to carry out."

In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, the note in subsection 5.7 is deleted.

In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, the last sentence of subsection 5.8 should read:

"This shall be possible to document by calculations."


In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, subsections 5.11 and 5.12 should read:

"5.11. The anchor chain/steel rope shall be certified by an MOU classification society. Minimum acceptance criteria may be stipulated by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate. Additional  requirements may be made for anchor lines particularly exposed to fatigue and use of highly solid materials and the like where the requirements of the classification society are not considered to be completely adequate.

5.12. Steel ropes shall be protected against corrosion by galvanization according to ISO Quality A or better. Lower protection against corrosion may also be used in combination with special inspection procedures on board."


In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, existing subsection 6.2 should be deleted.

In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, existing subsection 6.3 is renumbered as subsection 6.2. The first sentence of this renumbered subsection should read:

"The anchors shall be tested for strength along the same lines as for ships' anchors by an MOU classification society, though with a minimum load equal to 50% of the breaking load of the related anchor chain/steel rope."


In § 6 The anchoring/positioning system, the last sentence of 7.3 should read:

"Additionally, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may require that the unit is equipped for registration of the anchor line tension."

In § 7 Testing and inspection, subsection 1 should read: 

"1. An anchoring test shall be carried out when the anchoring system is new. At this test, the following shall be undertaken:"


In § 7 Testing and inspection, subsection 1.9, 2, 3 and 4 should read:

"1.9. Functional and redundancy testing of any thruster-assisted system and dynamic positioning system."

"2. During the operating phase, anchor chain and steel ropes with wildcats shall be inspected in accordance with the rules of the MOU classification society.

3. Inspection, calibration, and functional tests shall be carried out annually on the anchor winches and anchor chain/steel rope stoppers, thrusters, instrumentation, etc.

4. In the event of anchor line breakage or other conditions which indicate more stringent control, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may require the execution of a particular inspection and testing programme."

In § 8 Operation of the anchoring/positioning system, the last sentence of subsection 3

should read:

"Furthermore, there shall be a system for documentation of the operation being carried out in accordance with the conditions laid down in these regulations and in anchoring and positioning calculations."


In § 8 Operation of the anchoring/positioning system, subsection 6 should read:

“In connection with each anchor handling, the anchor winch, chain/steel rope stopper, fairleads, instrumentation and the like shall be checked and the entire chain/steel rope shall be visual inspected by the person in charge be each anchor winch. Furthermore, a visual inspection of the mooring lines, shackles etc of the anchor buoys or chasers shall be conducted. The results shall be entered in the deck log or in a special log for the anchoring system.


In § 8 Operation of the anchoring/positioning system, existing subsection 7 is deleted. Existing subsections 8, 9, 10 and 11 are renumbered as subsections 7, 8, 9 and 10.

In § 8 Operation of the anchoring/positioning system, the note below existing subsection

11 (new subsection 10) is deleted.


§ 9 Deviations should read:

"The Norwegian Maritime Directorate may, in individual cases and upon written application, deviate from the requirements of these regulations. There must be special reasons that make the deviations necessary and they must be justifiable in terms of safety. If the requirements of the coastal state and the requirements of these regulations are irreconcilable, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may deviate from the requirements insofar as safety considerations allow. Deviations must not contravene international agreements to which Norway has acceded."


§ 10 Penal provisions should read:

"Wilful or negligent violation of these regulations is punishable by fines pursuant to the General Civil Penal Code of 22 May 1902 No. 10, § 339 subsection 2, ref. § 48a and § 48b, unless a more severe penalty is applicable pursuant to any other statutory provision." 
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