Draft regulations concerning amendments to Regulations of 1 April 1996 No. 319 concerning the manning of mobile offshore units


§ 1 Scope is amended (heading and provisions) to read:

"§ 1 Scope of application
1. These regulations shall apply to the manning of mobile offshore units registered in a Norwegian ship register.

2. Mobile offshore units which are registered in a Norwegian ship register may, until the next certificate issue, comply with the requirements that applied at the time of the last certificate issue.

3. These regulations comprise minimum safe manning during operation, industrial disputes, time at repair yard, in port, or lay-up."

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsections 1, 3,8 and 9 should be deleted.

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsections 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 are renumbered as subsections 1, 2, 3 etc. to 12. 

In § 2 Definitions, new subsection 13 should read:

“13. Transit: When the unit changes its position either by towing or by its own means of 

       propulsion.”


In § 3 Council of Manning, the phrase "Ministry of Foreign Affairs" should be replaced by "Ministry of Trade and Industry".

§ 4 Responsibility is amended to read:

"§ 4 Responsibility

The owner and the platform manager are responsible for compliance with the provisions of these regulations1.

______________

1  See also Regulations of 2 March 1999 No. 394 concerning a Safety Management System for mobile offshore units."


§ 5 Departure from regulation requirements is amended (heading and provisions) to read:

"§ 5 Deviations
The Norwegian Maritime Directorate may, in individual cases and upon written application, deviate from the requirements of these regulations. There must be special reasons that make the deviations necessary and they must be justifiable in terms of safety. If the requirements of the coastal state and the requirements of these regulations are irreconcilable, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may deviate from the requirements insofar as safety considerations allow. Deviations must not contravene international agreements to which Norway has acceded."


§ 6 Documentation should read:

1. The owner shall submit one copy of the following documentation to the Norwegian Maritime Directorate:

1.1. an organization plan;

1.2. job instructions for each post in the organization plan;

1.3. a proposal, the rationale of which is stated and explained, for minimum safe manning during operation, ref. § 8, and industrial disputes.

   Proposals shall be submitted in tabular form, including areas of application and waters. The table shall indicate the job titles of the posts with their associated certificates and qualification documents in accordance with the regulations in force at any time concerning certificates of competency and qualification requirements for the manning of mobile offshore units.
1.4. Information on any other matter of relevance to the safe operation of the unit.

2. The Norwegian Maritime Directorate may require additional documentation within the areas listed in subsection 1."


§ 7 Approval is amended (heading and provisions) to read:

"§ 7 Manning certificate

1. The Norwegian Maritime Directorate issues the manning certificate with specified job titles, certificates of competency and qualification requirements.

   The manning certificate is not valid for manning during time in port and at repair yard or during lay-up, ref. §§ 10 and 11.

2. The specifications of manning and the manning certificate issued by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate prior to the entry into force of these regulations shall remain in force until a new manning certificate is issued.

3. The manning certificate shall be posted on board in such a manner that all persons on board are able to acquaint themselves with the contents."


In § 8 Safe manning, existing subsection 6 is deleted (text moved to §6, subsection 1.3).


§ 12 Penal clause is amended to read:

"Wilful or negligent violation of these regulations is punishable by fines pursuant to the General Civil Penal Code of 22 May 1902 No. 10, § 339 subsection 2, ref. § 48a and § 48b, unless a more severe penalty is applicable pursuant to any other statutory provision."
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