Draft regulations concerning amendments to Regulations of 4 September 1987 No. 858 concerning the operation of mobile offshore units
In § 1 Definitions; existing subsections 2 and 3 should be deleted. New subsections 2, 3 

and 5 should read: 

 "2. Emergency station: A meeting place for personnel who are assigned special duties in an emergency situation.
3.  Mustering station: A meeting place for entering lifeboats and liferafts."

(…)

"5. Safety Management System: All systematic efforts which the owner is required to make to ensure that activities are planned, organized, performed and maintained in accordance with the requirements of or pursuant to legislation referred to in § 1 of Regulations of 2 March 1999 No. 394 concerning a Safety Management System for mobile offshore units."

 

§ 2 Application is amended (heading and provisions) to read:

"§ 2  Scope of application

1. These regulations shall apply to mobile offshore units which are or will be registered in a Norwegian ship register.

2. Mobile offshore units which are registered in a Norwegian ship register may, until the next certificate issue, comply with the requirements that applied at the time of the last certificate issue.
3. For operations outside the Norwegian continental shelf, the regulations apply only to the extent that this will not involve a violation of the coastal state's provisions concerning the actual drilling for petroleum resources."

 
§ 3 Responsibility should read:

"The owner and the platform manager are responsible for compliance with the provisions of these regulations1.
_______________
1 See also Regulations of 2 March 1999 No. 394 concerning a Safety Management System for mobile offshore units."

 

            § 6 Anchor buoys is repealed. 

 

 
In § 7 Muster lists, musters and drills, subsections 2.1.4 and 2.1.5 are repealed.  

In § 7 Muster lists, musters and drills, subsections 1.4, 1.5.3, 1.5.4, 1.5.5, 1.5.6, 1.6, new 

2,.  3.1, 3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.3, 3.2.4 and 3.3 should read:

"1.4. The muster list shall specify the different signals to be given on the general alarm system for calling all persons to their emergency stations and mustering stations."

(…)

"1.5.3.  equipping of lifeboats and other life-saving appliances, 

1.5.4.   ensuring that lifeboats and other life-saving appliances are ready for use, 

1.5.5.   launching of life boats,

1.5.6. general preparation of other life-saving appliances."

(…)

"1.6. The muster list shall show what duties are assigned to the different members of the personnel in the event of an emergency situation."

(…)

"2.Muster
.Practice musters to emergency stations and mustering stations shall take place

at least every week, unless the current operation is in a critical phase.

(…)

"3.1. Drills which are as realistic as possible shall take place at least every week. If the operation of the rig is in such a critical phase that drills may endanger the unit or the operation, drills may be postponed, provided that such postponement does not prevent the whole crew from performing one drill per work period.
3.2. The drills shall comprise the following: 

3.2.1. the use, handling and correct operation of life-saving appliances and safety equipment, as well as instructions and drills according to precautions described in the emergency procedure manual.

3.2.2. test starting of the engine in man-overboard-boat, lowering the boat and launching and sea trials when conditions permit.

3.2.3. starting of the emergency power generator and testing with the services on. Testing of emergency generators in the load condition, including test of automatic starter, may be modified to take into consideration the operation of the rig, but such testing shall be done as often as possible during drills, and at least once every six months. A simulated autostart shall be done at least every month.
3.2.4. lowering of at least one lifeboat, and launching and sea trials when conditions permit. Different lifeboats shall be tested for consecutive drills when conditions permit. For free-fall lifeboats, the weekly test shall comprise checking of important functions. 

3.2.5 Free-fall lifeboats shall be launched and tried at sea at least once every 5  year. Additionally, at least one simulated launch of the free-fall lifeboats shall be carried out annually.

(…)

3.3.  After the drill has taken place all equipment used during the drill, shall be examined, cleaned  and ………"

 

In §8 General emergency procedures, subsection 1 and 1.1 should read:

1.  The unit shall be equipped with an emergency procedure manual setting out the action to be taken in event of:

1.1 Primary situations:

· Fire/explosion

· Gas flow-out

· Lack of buoyancy

· Loss of well control

· Helicopter crash on board”

In § 8 General emergency procedures, subsections 2 and 2.3 should read:

"2. The manual shall include procedures as follows for the various emergency situations mentioned in subsection 1, adjusted to the conditions when the unit is on operational draught, in position, in transit, being jacked up, etc.:"

(…)

"2.3.  procedures to ensure the safety of any work in progress or equipment in use when an emergency occurs." 

 

§ 9 Maintenance of life-saving and emergency equipment, etc. is amended (heading and 

provisions) to read:

"§ 9 Maintenance of life-saving appliances and emergency equipment, etc.

1. All life-saving appliances and emergency equipment shall be maintained in good order and kept available for immediate use at all times.

2.  Maintenance shall be carried out according to an updated maintenance programme which covers relevant regulatory requirements. The content of the maintenance programme shall also give due consideration to international regulations and the recommendations of equipment vendors.
3.  The following equipment and installations shall be examined and tested by a competent person:

3.1. Alarm and public address system.

3.2.  Emergency radio equipment.

3.3.  Fire detection and extinguishing systems and portable fire extinguishers.

3.4.  Emergency power system.

4. Defects of the equipment found during the examination shall be brought in order or replacement carried out where appropriate.

5. All maintenance and any repairs or replacements of life-saving appliances, emergency equipment or other safety installations shall be entered in the maintenance records with the date specified."

  

In § 10 Operation manual. Maintenance record for life-saving and emergency equipment

 etc. Accident reports, the new heading and subsections 3, 3.1.1 and 5 should read:

"§ 10 Operation manual, maintenance records for life-saving appliances and emergency 

equipment, etc. Reporting of accidents and non-conformities."

(…)

"3. On every unit there shall be kept an equipment maintenance record."

(…)

"3.1.1. Types of equipment, installations, e.g. alarm and public address systems, fire-fighting equipment, and life-saving appliances."

(…)

"5. Non-conformities which may significantly influence safety shall immediately be reported to the Norwegian Maritime Directorate."

 

In § 11 Safety personnel and training, the phrase “the person in charge” should be replaced by “the platform manager”

In § 11 Safety personnel and training, the end of the final sentence should read:

"(…) above-mentioned functions, ref. Regulations of 1 April 1996 concerning the manning of mobile offshore units."

 

In § 13 Transport, storage and use of explosives, explosive gases, inflammable liquids and 

noxious substances, the last sentence in subsection 2 should read: 

"For transport to and from the unit reference is made to Regulations of 21 May 1987 concerning carriage by ship of special or dangerous cargoes in bulk or as packaged goods."

 
In § 14 Raising and lowering of self-elevating units, the first three sentences should read:

"During raising and lowering of self-elevating units, only essential personnel shall remain on board. Personnel remaining on board shall as far as possible be stationed on deck and shall be equipped with certified lifejackets. Necessary evacuation equipment and life-saving appliances for immediate removal of personnel on board shall remain in readiness during the entire operation."

 

In § 15 Transfer of personnel, subsections 4.1, 4.2 and 5 should read:

"4.1.  The personnel basket shall be thoroughly examined by the platform manager or the qualified …………..

4.2. The personnel basket shall be equipped with certified lifejackets. The number of jackets shall correspond to the number of people for which the basket has been constructed."

(…)

"5. During the transfer a standby vessel shall be located in the immediate vicinity of the unit. The standby vessel’s man-over-board boat shall be ready for use."

In § 15 Transfer of personnel, subsection 8 is repealed and the existing subsections 9 to

 13 are renumbered 8 to 12.

In § 15 Transfer of personnel, new subsection 8 should read:

“8. The platform manager or the qualified person from the management designated by him, shall supervise the transfer operation.”

 

            § 16 Deviations should read:

 "The Norwegian Maritime Directorate may, in individual cases and upon written application, deviate from the requirements of these regulations. There must be special reasons that make the deviations necessary and they must be justifiable in terms of safety. If the requirements of the coastal state and the requirements of these regulations are irreconcilable, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may deviate from the requirements insofar as safety considerations allow. Deviations must not contravene international agreements to which Norway has acceded."

 
            § 17 Penal provisions should read:

 "Wilful or negligent violation of these regulations is punishable by fines pursuant to the General Civil Penal Code of 22 May 1902, § 339 subsection 2, ref. §§ 48a and 48b, unless a more severe penalty is applicable pursuant to any other statutory provision."
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