Draft regulations concerning amendments to Regulations of 22 July 1983 No. 1331 concerning the prevention of pollution from the maritime operation of mobile offshore units
 
§ 1-1A Responsibility should read:

"The owner and the platform manager are responsible for compliance with the provisions of these regulations1.
_______________
1 See also Regulations of 2 March 1999 No. 394 concerning a Safety Management System for mobile offshore units."
In § 1-2 Definitions, existing subsections 2, 3, 9, 10, and 12 are repealed. Existing subsection 11 is renumbered as subsection 9. New subsections 2 and 3 should read:

"2. IMO: International Maritime Organization.
3. IOPP: International Oil Pollution Prevention."
 
§ 1-3¹ Application is amended (heading and provisions) to read:

"§ 1-3¹ 

Scope of application
1. These regulations, with the exception of § 1-4, shall apply to the maritime operation of mobile offshore units which are or will be registered in a Norwegian ship register.
2. Mobile offshore units which are registered in a Norwegian ship register may, until the next certificate issue, comply with the requirements that applied at the time of the last certificate issue.
3. Mobile offshore units in transit are covered by §§ 1-4 and 4-5 of these regulations. 

¹ Amended 20 November 1985."
§ 1-4 should read:

"§ 1-4
         Units in transit conditions

Norwegian mobile offshore units, when in transit from one geographical location to another, are covered by Norwegian Maritime Directorate's Regulations of 16 June 1983¹ concerning the prevention of pollution from ships, etc., chapters I, V and VI and chapter II, with the exception of § 2-1 subsections 2, 3 and 4, § 2-2 subsections 3 and 6, §§ 2-6, 2-7, 2-8, 2-9, 2-10, 2-13, 2-15, 2-16, 2-16A, and 2-16B. Chapters III and IV of said regulations shall not apply to units in transit conditions.

¹  As amended 29 December 1998."
 
§ 2-1 should read:

"§ 2-1 

Documentation

The owner shall be able to document that the requirements of these regulations are complied with. The contents, scope and type of documents and the time of submission shall be decided by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate."
 
§ 2-2 is amended to read:


"§ 2-2¹

Surveys and inspections

Units shall undergo surveys and inspections according to regulation 4 in Appendix I to MARPOL²:
1. An initial survey before the unit is put into operation or before an IOPP certificate¹ is issued for the first time. The survey shall be such as to ensure that the structure, equipment, fittings, arrangements and materials fully comply with the provisions of this chapter.
2. Periodical surveys at intervals not exceeding 5 years. The surveys shall be such as to ensure that the structure, equipment, fittings, arrangements and materials fully comply with the provisions of this chapter.
3. At least one intermediate survey during the period of validity of the certificate which shall be such as to ensure that the equipment and associated pump and piping systems and oil filtering systems fully comply with the provisions of this chapter. In those cases where only one intermediate survey is undertaken during the period of validity of the certificate, this shall take place not earlier than 6 months before a date which is midway in the period of validity, and not later than 6 months after that date. Such intermediate surveys shall be endorsed on the IOPP certificate.
¹ Reference is made to Regulations of 4 September 1987 No. 855 concerning notification of newbuilding, survey, and certification etc. of mobile offshore units, §§ 5 and 6.
² The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 73/78."
 
§ 2-3 is amended to read:

"§ 2-3¹
Certificate

¹ Reference is made to Regulations of 4 September 1987 No. 855 concerning notification of newbuilding, survey and certification etc. of mobile offshore units."
 
 
In § 2-8¹ Oil filtering equipment, existing subsection 3 & note 2 are repealed and subsection 4 renumbered as subsection 3; and the new § 2-8¹ is otherwise amended to read:

"§ 2-8¹

Oil filtering equipment

1. Units shall be provided with oil filtering equipment. The equipment shall be type-approved by a Notified Body and labelled according to the Marine Equipment Regulations².                
2. Oil filtering equipment shall be such as to ensure that any oil mixture discharged into the sea after passing through the system or systems has an oil content not exceeding 15ppm. It shall be provided with an alarm which indicates when this level can no longer be maintained. The equipment shall also be provided with arrangements which will ensure that any discharge of oil mixtures is automatically stopped when the oil content of discharge exceeds 15ppm.

3. The equipment shall at least have a capacity of 1.0 ton/h.

1  Amended 20 November 1985, 3 June 1993 and 2 March 1999.

² Regulations of 29 December 1998 No. 1455 concerning marine equipment."

In § 2-9¹ Tanks for oil residues, pumping and piping arrangements, etc., subsection 1.2 should read:

"1.2.  The tanks shall be designed and constructed so as to facilitate their cleaning and the discharge of residues to reception facilities."
 
New § 2-10 should read:
"§ 2-10
Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan

1. Mobile units shall have a Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan.
2. Such a plan shall be in compliance with guidelines¹ developed by the IMO and written in the language of the platform manager and officers on board. The plan must at least include the following:
2.1 Procedures to be followed by the person (i.e. platform manager or any other person who is responsible for the unit) responsible for reporting oil pollution incidents according to Regulations of 2 April 1987 No. 231 concerning reports of events at sea involving harmful substances.
2.2 A list of authorities or persons to be contacted immediately in the event of oil pollution.
2.3 A detailed description of immediate action to be taken by personnel on board in order to reduce or control oil pollution caused by the event.
2.4 Procedures and locations on board the unit for the co-ordination of measures taken on board with national and local authorities in order to prevent or mitigate pollution.
 
 ¹ Reference is made to resolution MEPC54(32)."
 


In § 4-1, the heading is amended to read:

"§ 4-1

Coercive fine"
In § 4-1, the first sentence should read:

"The Norwegian Maritime Directorate may impose a coercive fine on those who do not comply with recommendations given pursuant to these regulations."
            § 4-2 Deviations should read:

 "The Norwegian Maritime Directorate may, in individual cases and upon written application, deviate from the requirements of these regulations. There must be special reasons that make the deviations necessary and they must be justifiable in terms of safety. If the requirements of the coastal state and the requirements of these regulations are irreconcilable, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may deviate from the requirements insofar as safety considerations allow. Deviations must not contravene international agreements to which Norway has acceded."
 
            § 4-4 is amended to read:
 
"§ 4-4

Penalty

Wilful or negligent violation of these regulations is punishable by fines pursuant to the General Civil Penal Code of 22 May 1902, § 339 subsection 10, ref. §§ 48a and 48b, unless a more severe penalty is applicable pursuant to any other statutory provision."
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