Draft regulations concerning amendments to Regulations of 22 December 1993 No. 1240 concerning helicopter decks on mobile offshore units
In "Preface", the phrase

"Civil Aviation Administration" should be replaced throughout by "Norwegian Civil Aviation Authority".


§ 1 should read:

"§ 1

Scope of application

1. These regulations apply to all mobile offshore units which are or will be registered in a Norwegian ship register. The regulations are applicable when a helideck is fitted to a mobile offshore unit, from which helicopter operations will be conducted. The regulations apply to unrestricted trade areas.

2. Mobile offshore units which are registered in a Norwegian ship register may, until the next certificate issue, comply with the requirements that applied at the time of the last certificate issue."

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsection 1 should be deleted.

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsections 2 and 3 should be renumbered as subsections 1 and 2.

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsection 4 should be deleted.

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsection 5 should be renumbered as subsection 3.

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsection 6 should be deleted.

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsections 7, 8, 9 and 10 should be renumbered as subsections 4, 5, 6 and 7.

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsection 11 should be deleted.

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsection 12 should be renumbered as subsection 8.

§ 3 Responsibility should read:

"The owner and the platform manager are responsible for compliance with the provisions of these regulations1.

_______________

1  See also Regulations of 2 March 1999 No. 394 concerning a Safety Management System for mobile offshore units."


§ 4 Departure from regulation requirements is amended (heading and provisions) to read:

"§ 4 Deviations

The Norwegian Maritime Directorate may, in individual cases and upon written application, deviate from the requirements of these regulations. There must be special reasons that make the deviations necessary and they must be justifiable in terms of safety. If the requirements of the coastal state and the requirements of these regulations are irreconcilable, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may deviate from the requirements insofar as safety considerations allow. Deviations must not contravene international agreements to which Norway has acceded."

The heading of Chapter III - Documentation, approval and certification - should be amended to read:

"Chapter III  -  Documentation"

§ 5 Documentation should read:

"§ 5 Documentation

The owner shall be able to document that the requirements of these regulations are complied with. The contents, scope and type of documents and the time of submission shall be decided by 

(a) the Norwegian Maritime Directorate, for areas such as strength, means of access, fire-fighting and fire safety, tank installations, emergency preparedness, manning and training (§§ 8, 11, 17, 19, 20, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40 and 41); or

(b) the Norwegian Civil Aviation Authority, for matters related to the operation of aircraft (§§ 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32)."

§ 6 Approval and survey should be deleted.


In § 7 Location, the last sentence should read:

"In cases of doubt, it shall be possible to document turbulence conditions by tests carried out in a wind tunnel or simulation model."


In § 16 Safety net, the last paragraph should read:

"The outer edge of the safety net may, when justified by special structural reasons, project up to 25 cm above the level of the deck. Projections in the safety net for the positioning of fire-fighting equipment/emergency access may be made in a width of up to 3 metres from the outer edge of the helideck."


§ 20 Drain ditch should read:

"The helideck shall be closely surrounded by a drain ditch capable of withstanding burning fuel. The dimensions of the ditch and its drains shall be according to the calculations of greatest simultaneous water consumption on the deck. The cross section of the ditch shall be at least 20 by 20 cm. The drainage shall be effective directly to the sea at the angles of heel at which helicopters can land."


In § 21 Wind cone, the second paragraph is amended to read:

"An additional wind cone shall be fitted where certain wind directions cause turbulence which may affect the functions of the ordinary wind cone. Lighting of the wind cone shall be provided for night flying."


In § 22 Markings, the last sentence of subsection 5(b) should read:

"When required by special flying conditions, the centre of the reference circle may be transposed up to 0.1 D from the centre of the helideck, along the centre line of the 210o angle,  towards the outer edge of the deck (fig. 7b)."


In § 22 Markings, the last sentence of subsection 5(d) should read:

"The Norwegian Civil Aviation Authority may permit other types of marking if the aviation enterprise can document special needs."


In § 37 Fire-fighting equipment, subsection 1 should read:

"1. There shall be a fire-fighting system using foam on the helicopter deck. The system may consist of three fixed foam monitors, alternatively a branch pipe system with nozzles ensuring efficient supply of foam to the whole helicopter deck and to all parts of the outer surface of the helicopter. The foam monitors shall be so designed and located that they are capable of directing the water jet straight down against the surface of the deck."

In § 37 Fire-fighting equipment, subsection 3 and 4 should read:

"3. There shall be a panel at every foam monitor from which the necessary pumps and foam valves can be remote-operated. These pumps and valves shall also be capable of being manually (locally) operated. I addition, it shall be possible to operate all foam monitors remotely from one place with a good view of the helicopter deck.
4. The foam system shall be capable of supplying at least 5.5 litres of foam solution (water + foam concentrate) per min. per sq. m. of the area of a circle with a diameter D of the largest helicopter for which the helideck is designed.

When foam monitors are being used, each foam monitor shall be capable individually of supplying at least 1,500 litres/min. 
The foam system shall supply foam not later than 15 seconds after being activated, and with sufficient capacity when several foam monitors are used simultaneously."


In § 37 Fire-fighting equipment, subsection 5 should read:

"5. The volume of the foam storage tank (foam tank) shall be calculated on the basis of:

· minimum 10 minutes' continuous operation of the foam system.

· a foam concentrate dilution percentage according to the recommendations of the supplier, or greater.

A foam concentrate of a suitable type which is in accordance with an international recognized standard shall be used."

In § 37 Fire-fighting equipment, the last sentence of the second paragraph of subsection 8

 and the third (final) paragraph of subsection 8 should read:

"The pressure in the fire mains at the helideck shall be not less than 7 bars.

    The fire mains shall be continuously water-filled and pressurized up to the extinguishing systems referred to in this section."

In § 37 Fire-fighting equipment, the word "approved" in the first sentence of existing 

subsection 10 (renumbered as subsection 9) should be deleted.

In § 38 Safety measures for helidecks with fuel distribution stations, the last sentence of 

subsection 5 should read:

"The drip tray shall be effectively drained to a safe place."

In § 38 Safety measures for helidecks with fuel distribution stations, the second sentence of 

subsection 8 should read:

"Short flexible connections of oil and fire resistant material may be used."

In § 38 Safety measures for helidecks with fuel distribution stations, subsection 9 should

 read:

"9. Electrical pump systems with attachments shall comply with the regulations in

force concerning electrical installations, maritime installations, and the electrical equipment regulations laid down by the Directorate for Fire and Electrical Safety."


§ 42 Penal provision is amended (heading and provisions) to read:

"§ 42 Penalty

Wilful or negligent violation of these regulations is punishable by fines pursuant to the General Civil Penal Code of 22 May 1902 No. 10, § 339 subsection 2, ref. § 48a and § 48b, unless a more severe penalty is applicable pursuant to any other statutory provision." 
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