Draft regulations concerning amendments to Regulations of 10 February 1994 No. 123 for mobile offshore units with production plants and equipment

In "Preface", the fourth (final) paragraph should be deleted.


§ 1 Applicability is amended (heading and provisions) to read:

"§ 1

Scope of application
1. These regulations apply to all mobile offshore units which are or will be registered in a Norwegian ship register. 

2. Mobile offshore units which are registered in a Norwegian ship register may, until the next certificate issue, comply with the requirements that applied at the time of the last certificate issue.

3. These regulations do not apply to units carrying out well-stream testing during exploration drilling or production drilling. Such operations are subject to the provisions currently in force concerning drilling installations and equipment laid down by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate."

 
In § 2 Definitions, existing subsection 1 should be deleted.

In § 2 Definitions, new subsections 1 and 2 should read:

"1. Recognized classification society: Any classification society with which the Ministry has entered into an agreement pursuant to § 9 of the Seaworthiness Act:

· Det Norske Veritas (DNV).

· Lloyd's Register of Shipping (LRS).

· Bureau Veritas (BV).

· Germanischer Lloyd (GL).

· American Bureau of Shipping (ABS).

2. Recognized standard: Standard issued by NS/BS/API/DIN/NFPA/ISO/CEN/IEC or any other standard or body of rules, as appropriate, which is recognized nationally and/or internationally for a particular sphere of application. The Norwegian Maritime Directorate may in each individual case decide which standard is considered to be recognized."

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsections 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 should be renumbered as subsections 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7.

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsections 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 should be deleted. 

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsection 12 should be renumbered as subsection 8.

In § 2 Definitions, new subsection 9 should read:

"MOU classification society: A recognized classification society with which there is an agreement on its carrying out inspections and surveys, etc. on mobile offshore units. The following societies are MOU classification societies:

· Det Norske Veritas (DNV).

· Lloyd’s Register of Shipping (LRS).

Upon request, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may in each individual case use other recognized classification societies for the carrying out of inspections and surveys, etc. on mobile offshore units."

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsections 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21 should be renumbered as subsections 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18.


In § 2 Definitions, existing subsection 22 should be deleted.


In § 2 Definitions, existing subsection 23 should be renumbered as subsection 19.


§ 3 Responsibility should read:

" The owner and the platform manager are responsible for compliance with the provisions of these regulations1.

_______________

1  See also Regulations of 2 March 1999 No. 394 concerning a Safety Management System for mobile offshore units."

§ 4 Departure from regulations requirements is amended (heading and provisions) to read:

"§ 4  Deviations

The Norwegian Maritime Directorate may, in individual cases and upon written application, deviate from the requirements of these regulations. There must be special reasons that make the deviations necessary and they must be justifiable in terms of safety. If the requirements of the coastal state and the requirements of these regulations are irreconcilable, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may deviate from the requirements insofar as safety considerations allow. Deviations must not contravene international agreements to which Norway has acceded."

The heading of Chapter III - Documentation, approval and survey - should be amended to read:

"Chapter III   Documentation"


§ 5 Documentation should read:

1. The owner shall be able to document that the requirements of this regulation are complied with. Documentation shall be sent to the Norwegian Maritime Directorate on request. The contents, scope and type of documents and the time of submission shall be decided by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate.

2. There shall be consultations with the Directorate for Fire and Electrical Safety and the MOU classification society concerned on the nature of the additional documentation to be submitted to those control institutions."

In § 8 General requirements for the production plants, in the final sentence of subsection 1, the phrase

"and approved by a recognized classification society" should be replaced by

"and approved by an MOU classification society".


In § 8 General requirements for the production plants, subsection 2 should read:

"2. The risks of the operation of the production plant in relation to the other systems of the unit and the risks of the other systems in relation to the operation of the production plan shall be assessed as part of the risk analysis, ref. Regulations of 22 December 1993 No. 1239 concerning risk analyses for mobile offshore units."


In § 14 Area classification and ventilation, subsection 1 should read:

"1. The unit shall be area classified with regard to hazardous areas in accordance with the Directorate for Fire and Electrical Safety's regulation currently in force on electrical installations, maritime installations."

In § 16 Anchoring and positioning systems, the second sentence of subsection 10 should read:

"The strength of the anchors and their holding force shall be possible to document on the basis of calculations or tests."


In § 19 Structural fire safety, subsection 1 should read:

"1. The production plant shall be surrounded by appropriate structural fire barriers and the necessary explosion pressure relief structures to prevent the further spread of a fire or explosion that has occurred. Against the background of design accidental events and consequence analyses, it shall be considered whether minimum requirements for structural fire safety against adjacent areas are adequate or whether additional requirements are necessary to meet specified acceptance criteria, ref. the Norwegian Maritime Directorate's regulations currently in force concerning risk analyses, and regulations concerning precautionary measures against fire and explosion."


In § 19 Structural fire safety, a new subsection 3 should be inserted:

"3. The barrier between the production plant and the living quarters shall be a structure that is at least equivalent to fire class H-60."

In § 19 Structural fire safety, existing subsections 3 up to and including 9 should be renumbered as subsections 4 up to and including 10.


§ 23 Fire pump system for fire water main should read:

"1. Capacity of the fire pump system:

The fire water capacity shall be based on the estimated consumption in a dimensioning fire event.   

2. For units of a ship design with storage of oil on board and where the production plant is located in the tank deck area, a dimensioning fire in the production area shall require simultaneous fire water for:

· the deluge system, including remote-operated foam monitors for extinguishing in the production area;

· the laying of a foam carpet on the tank deck;

· the number of hose reels which may be used simultaneously for fire-fighting in this area;

· sprinkler for cooling areas and equipment, such as external bulkheads of adjacent areas and helifuel tanks, depending on the arrangement and degree of passive fire protection.

3. Additional requirements for the number, location and protection of the fire pump systems and their power supply shall be considered and determined on the basis of risk analyses, ref. § 5 subsection 1(c)."

In § 24 Fire pump system for deluge systems using water/foam, subsection 1, second sentence is amended to read:

The deluge system shall be arranged so that 100% extinguishing and cooling capacity is maintained after a dimensioning accident event in the production plant destroying one water/foam supply.

In § 24 Fire pump system for deluge systems using water/foam, subsection 3 is amended to read:

"3. Deluge systems1 shall as a minimum be installed to cover the areas and equipment listed below, and have the following minimum capacities:

Area:










Capacity:

- risers, turret, manifold and wellhead area (foam and water)


20 (l/min m2)

- production area (foam and water)






10 (l/min m2)

- surface of pressure vessels and tanks with flammable contents (water)

10 (l/min m2)

- shipping terminal (foam and water)






10 (l/min m2)

On the basis of the result of the risk analysis referred to in subsection 2, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may require sprinkling of other areas, such as the outer surfaces of the living quarters, as well as a larger capacity than specified above."

In § 25 Other special fixed extinguishing installations, the second (final) sentence relating to approval should be deleted.

The heading of Chapter XIV - Maintenance, operation and manning - is amended to read:

"Chapter XIV  Maintenance"


In § 36 Spare parts and maintenance system, subsection 1 is amended to read:

"1. The owner shall have a maintenance and spare parts system. The maintenance system shall include hull/tanks and all systems and components referred to in these regulations and shall cover the conditions regarding maintenance, testing and continuous control, etc. laid down herein."


§ 39 is amended (heading and provisions) to read:

"§ 39  Penalty

"Wilful or negligent violation of these regulations is punishable by fines pursuant to the General Civil Penal Code of 22 May 1902 No. 10, § 339 subsection 2, ref. § 48a and § 48b, unless a more severe penalty is applicable pursuant to any other statutory provision."

	C:\WINNT\Temporary Internet Files\prodintretn-engelsk.doc  -  12.02.2003
	


	C:\WINNT\Temporary Internet Files\prodintretn-engelsk.doc  -  12.02.2003
	4



