Draft regulations concerning amendments to Regulations of 17 December 1986 No. 2319 concerning field moves and towing of mobile offshore units and concerning towing system and mooring of supply ships at such units

In § 1 Definitions, subsection 4 up to and including subsection 7 should be deleted.


§ 2 Application is amended (heading and provisions) and should read:

"§ 2 Scope of application
1. These regulations apply to mobile offshore units which are or will be registered in a Norwegian ship register.
2. Mobile offshore units which are registered in a Norwegian ship register may, until the next certificate issue, comply with the requirements that applied at the time of the last certificate issue."

§ 3 Responsibility should read:

" The owner and the platform manager are responsible for compliance with the provisions of these regulations1.

_______________

1  See also Regulations of 2 March 1999 No. 394 concerning a Safety Management System for mobile offshore units."


§ 4 Drawings, etc. is amended (heading and provisions) and should read:

"§ 4 Documentation

The owner shall be able to document that the requirements of these regulations are complied with. Documentation shall be sent to the Norwegian Maritime Directorate on request. The contents, scope and type of documents and the time of submission shall be decided by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate."


§ 5 Approval - system audit - verification is repealed.


In § 6 Towing and field moves, the first sentence of subsection 2 should read:

"Towing or field moves by means of a mobile offshore unit's own propulsion machinery shall be carried out in accordance with the international and Norwegian rules and regulations in force at any time.1 2"  


"1  Regulations of February 1978 concerning towing assistance.

2  Reference is made to, inter alia, MSC/Circ. 884 of 21 December 1998 - Guidelines for Safe Ocean Towing."

In § 7 Requirements for the towing system, subsection 1 should read:

"1. Mobile offshore units shall be provided with a main towing system, emergency towing system and narrow water towing system. Omission of the main towing system is accepted provided one of the following conditions is met:

a) The mobile offshore unit has a ship's hull, is certified for independent navigation and complies with all provisions of § 7 subsection 2; or

b) The mobile offshore unit has the Norwegian Maritime Directorate's Equipment Class 3 for the dynamic positioning system on board, is certified for independent navigation and complies with all provisions of § 7 subsection 2."
In § 7 Requirements for the towing system, subsection 7 should read:

"7. The loads for which the towing system is dimensioned shall be given in the operations manual."

In § 7 Requirements for the towing system, subsection 10.1 should read:

10.1 The main towing equipment should consist of at least:

· Two attachments to the unit

· Two chain/wire connections to the unit

· One triangular plate or equivalent (if a towing vessel (tug) is used)

· One “weak link”

· Shackles for connections

In § 8 Mooring of supply ships etc, subsection 1 should read:

The unit shall be so constructed and have such proper fender systems as to make safe transfer of persons and goods to or from the unit possible without creating hazards for platform, vessel, persons or goods. At least 2 alternative ways for mooring and safe transfer of persons and goods shall exist.

In § 8 Mooring of supply ships etc, the example given in end of subsection 3 is repealed.


§ 9 Deviations should read:

 "The Norwegian Maritime Directorate may, in individual cases and upon written application, deviate from the requirements of these regulations. There must be special reasons that make the deviations necessary and they must be justifiable in terms of safety. If the requirements of the coastal state and the requirements of these regulations are irreconcilable, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may deviate from the requirements insofar as safety considerations allow. Deviations must not contravene international agreements to which Norway has acceded."


§ 10 Penalty should read:

"Wilful or negligent violation of these regulations is punishable by fines pursuant to the General Civil Penal Code of 22 May 1902 No. 10, § 339 subsection 2, ref. § 48a and § 48b, unless a more severe penalty is applicable pursuant to any other statutory provision." 
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