Draft regulations concerning amendments to Regulations of 20 December 1991 No. 878 concerning stability, watertight subdivision and watertight/weathertight closing means on mobile offshore units

§ 1 Application should read:

"§ 1 Scope of application

These regulations apply to mobile offshore units which are or will be registered in a Norwegian ship register.

   Mobile offshore units which are registered in a Norwegian ship register may, until the next certificate issue, comply with the requirements that applied at the time of the last certificate issue."


In § 2 Definitions, existing subsections 1, 2 and 3 are deleted.

In § 2 Definitions, the new subsection 1 should read:

"1. Recognized standard: Standard issued by NS/BS/API/DIN/NFPA/ISO/CEN/IEC or any other standard or body of rules, as appropriate, which is recognized nationally and/or internationally for a particular sphere of application. The Norwegian Maritime Directorate may in each individual case decide which standard is considered to be recognized."


In § 2 Definitions, existing subsections 4 and 5 are renumbered as subsections 2 and 3.


In § 2 Definitions, new subsection 4 should read:

"4. Recognized classification society: Any classification society with which the Ministry has entered into an agreement pursuant to § 9 of the Seaworthiness Act:

· Det Norske Veritas (DNV).

· Lloyd's Register of Shipping (LRS).

· Bureau Veritas (BV).

· Germanischer Lloyd (GL).

· American Bureau of Shipping (ABS)."

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsection 6 is deleted. Further, existing subsections 7, 9, 10, 10.1, 10.2 and 11 are renumbered as, respectively, subsections 5, 6, 7, 7.1, 7.2 and 8.

In § 2 Definitions new subsection 8 should read:

"8. MODU Code: IMO's (International Maritime Organization) Code for the Construction and Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units, 1989."


In § 2 Definitions, new subsection 9 should read:

"9. MOU classification society: A recognized classification society with which there is an agreement on its carrying out inspections and surveys, etc. on mobile offshore units. The following societies are MOU classification societies:

· Det Norske Veritas (DNV).

· Lloyd’s Register of Shipping (LRS).

Upon request, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may in each individual case use other recognized classification societies for the carrying out of inspections and surveys, etc. on mobile offshore units."

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsections 12, 13 and 14 are renumbered as subsections 10, 11, and 12.

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsection 8 is renumbered as subsection 13 and amended to read:

"13. Safety Management System: All systematic efforts which the owner is required to make to ensure that activities are planned, organized, performed and maintained in accordance with the requirements of or pursuant to legislation referred to in § 1 of Regulations of 2 March 1999 No. 394 concerning a Safety Management System for mobile offshore units."

In § 2 Definitions, existing subsections 15, 16 and 17 are renumbered as subsections 14, 15 and 16.


§ 3 Responsibility should read:

"The owner and the platform manager are responsible for compliance with the provisions of these regulations1."

_______________

1  See also Regulations of 2 March 1999 No. 394 concerning a Safety Management System for mobile offshore units.

§ 4 Deviations from the regulations is amended (heading and provisions) to read:

"§ 4 Deviations

The Norwegian Maritime Directorate may, in individual cases and upon written application, deviate from the requirements of these regulations. There must be special reasons that make the deviations necessary and they must be justifiable in terms of safety. If the requirements of the coastal state and the requirements of these regulations are irreconcilable, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may deviate from the requirements insofar as safety considerations allow. Deviations must not contravene international agreements to which Norway has acceded."


In § 8 Inclining test and light ship data, subsection 3 should read:

"3. After conversions, a new inclining test shall be carried out. For minor alterations where the weights involved are clearly identified and detailed calculations of weight after completion of alterations show consistency with a displacement measurement, ref. subsection 4, the requirement for an inclining test may be waived upon application pursuant to § 4."

In § 20 Intact stability requirements, subsection 2 the phrase drilling ships should be 

replaced with “units of a ship design”

In § 20 Intact stability requirements, subsection 4 should read:

"4. Alternative intact stability requirements may be approved by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate, e.g. based on model tests, ref. § 4, provided an equivalent level of safety is maintained."

In § 22 Reserve buoyancy requirements for semi-submersible units, a second note is added: "§ 221,2   [unamended heading and provisions]

_________

1 Mobile offshore units registered before 1 January 1992 for which an equivalent safety level concerning reserve buoyancy can be documented are considered to meet the requirements of this Section."

In § 25 Collision damage to drilling ships, the heading and subsection 1 are amended to read:

"§ 25 Collision damage to units of a ship design

1. In assessing collision damage to units of a ship design, the following damage shall be assumed to occur anywhere within the length of the ship:

· longitudinal extent: 3.0 m;

· horizontal penetration: 1.5 m;

· vertical extent: from the base line and vertically upwards without limit."

In § 26 Collision damage to self-elevating units, subsection 3 should read: 
"3. Where a mat is fitted, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may permit deviations from

 the above requirements if the distance from the hull and the mat is great, ref. § 4."

In § 30 Strength of watertight bulkheads, the following phrase (occurring in three places, 

subsections 1, 2(a) and 2(c)):

"a recognized classification society"  should be replaced by "a MOU classification society".

In § 32 Requirements for watertight closing means, subsection 2 should read:

“2.  Access openings for personnel through watertight bulkheads shall be closed by watertight sliding doors equipped in accordance with the requirements of Chapter XII. Requirements for provide remote-controlled closing systems are given in § 33.”

In § 33 Requirements for provide remote-controlled closing systems, subsection 1 and 2

 should read:

”1.  Closing means required to be of a watertight type in accordance with the requirements of § 18 subsection 3 a), 21 subsection 1 and §22 subsection 2, shall be arranged with a remote-controlled closing system operated from the control console, cf. § 37.

2.   Closing means may, however, be arranged without a remote-controlled closing system provided that the following conditions are satisfied:

a) they are kept closed and instructions are posted at each closing appliance, stating that it should be kept closed whenever the unit is at sea

b) they are used as access openings to closed rooms that not are in use, or in areas not designed for common traffic,

c) the control system otherwise satisfies the requirements of § 37, and

d) central operated dogs are fitted on closing means used as access openings or emergency exits

In § 34 Requirements for dimensioning and testing, the following phrase (occurring in

 subsection 1): 

 "cf. § 2 subsection 2." should be replaced by "ref. § 2 subsection 1."


§ 35 Emergency battery lighting is repealed and should read:


"§ 35 Emergency battery lighting1

__________

1 Ref. Regulations of 4 September 1987 No. 856 concerning construction of mobile offshore units."

In § 37 Equipment on, and location of, control console and control station, subsections 1 

d), 2 and 3 should read:

"1d)  Sound alarm which indicates within one  hour that closing means which should have been  kept closed, have been left open.

(…)

2. The control console shall be located in the same manned control station as the ballast control console.1
3. The control station shall be located above the most unfavourable waterline for angles of inclination as specified in § 30, and shall be sufficiently protected against the weather."


In § 40 Control, indicator and alarm systems, subsection 4 should read:

"4. During and after emergency closing the closing means shall not be capable of being opened or closed unintentionally due to electrical short circuit in the remote-controlled closing systems. Closing means at access openings shall still be capable of being operated locally."


In § 45 Watertight closing means on self-elevating units, 

 should read:

"1. Watertight closing means without remote-controlled closing system are accepted provided that they are kept closed while the unit is kept waterborne, instruction stating this are posed on each closing appliance, and the control system otherwise satisfies the requirements of § 37 subsections 1b), 1c), 1d), 2 and 3

2. Watertight closing means for ventilators, etc located where they may be damaged or torn off by the sea or by equipment or deck cargo which has become loose, shall still be fit for use after such accident.”

In § 46 Weathertight closure of openings, new subsection 4 should read:

“4. Watertight closing means on self-elevating units shall, unless they have to remain open, be kept closed when the unit is waterborne”

§ 47 Weathertight closing means on self-elevating units and § 48 Weathertight closing means on drilling ships is repealed.

In § 51 Special routines for drilling ships, the heading and subsection 1 are amended to

read:

"§ 51 Special routines for units of a ship design
1. Before the ship goes to survival condition, ref. § 2 subsection 12, all openings in accordance with the plan required by § 49 shall be closed weathertight."

§ 52 Penal clause should read:

"Wilful or negligent violation of these regulations is punishable by fines pursuant to the General Civil Penal Code of 22 May 1902 No. 10, § 339 subsection 2, ref. § 48a and § 48b, unless a more severe penalty is applicable pursuant to any other statutory provision." 

______________________________________________________________________________
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