Draft regulations concerning amendments to Regulations of 4 September 1987 No. 859 concerning protective, environmental, and safety measures on mobile offshore units
In § 1 Definitions, existing subsections 3, 4, 5, 6 are repealed. New subsections 3, 4 and 5 

should read: 

"3. Safety Management System: All systematic efforts which the owner is required to make to

ensure that activities are planned, organized, performed and maintained in accordance with the requirements of or pursuant to legislation referred to in § 1 of Regulations of 2 March 1999 No. 394 concerning a Safety Management System for mobile offshore units.

4. Recognized classification society: Any classification society with which the Ministry has entered into an agreement pursuant to § 9 of the Seaworthiness Act:
-         Det Norske Veritas (DNV).
-         Lloyd's Register of Shipping (LRS).
-         Bureau Veritas (BV).
-         Germanischer Lloyd (GL).
-         American Bureau of Shipping (ABS).
5. Certified:
a) In respect of equipment and materials: Equipment which satisfies the requirements specified or materials complying with a recognized standard which are certified, approved or type-approved by:
-         a Notified Body,
-         an accredited certifying body,
-         a recognized classification society,
-         other recognized public or private institution, or
-         the administration of a country that has ratified the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Convention.
b) In respect of the execution of work: Personnel who according to regulatory requirements are required to hold special qualifications for performing specific tasks and certified by:
-         a recognized classification society,
-         an accredited certifying body, or
-         other recognized public or private institution."

 

            § 2 Application is amended (heading and provisions) to read:

"§ 2   Scope of application

1. These regulations shall apply to mobile offshore units which are or will be registered in a Norwegian ship register.

2. Mobile offshore units which are registered in a Norwegian ship register may, until the next certificate issue, comply with the requirements that applied at the time of the last certificate issue."

 
§ 3 Responsibility should read:

"The owner and the platform manager are responsible for compliance with the provisions of these regulations1.
_______________
1 See also Regulations of 2 March 1999 No. 394 concerning a Safety Management System for mobile offshore units."

 

            § 4 Documentation should read:

"The owner shall be able to document that the requirements of these regulations are complied with. The contents, scope and type of documents and the time of submission shall be decided by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate."

 

§ 5 Approval - system audit - verification is repealed. 

 

In § 6 Environmental conditions in work areas, existing subsection 4 is repealed.

 

§ 6a Prohibition on use of asbestos and other materials hazardous to health should read:

"1. Materials containing asbestos or other substances which are injurious to human health must not be used on board. 2.  Materials containing asbestos or other substances injurious to health which require repairs shall be replaced by materials which are not injurious to human health."

 
In § 8 Precautions during special work, existing subsections 3.4, 3.5 and 3.6 are repealed. 

New subsections 1 to 1.3 are inserted before existing subsection 1 and should read:

"1.      Safety permit for dangerous work.

1.1. A risk analysis and classification of tasks related to planned and routine maintenance and inspections on board shall be conducted.

Hot work, maintenance work carried out in dangerous areas on board and inspection of tanks, columns and pontoons are examples of work which as a minimum precaution requires a work permit.

1.2. Special types of non-routine work where the risk is significant will in each individual case require a risk analysis, safe-job analysis, in order to be able to plan safe conduct of work and identify necessary precautionary or other safety measures. The employees carrying out the work, shall participate in preparation of the analysis

1.3. Routines and procedures for issuing work permits and use of safe-job analyses shall be established. Such procedures shall describe, inter alia, the responsibilities, duties, conditions and follow-up activities relating to the work performed."

In § 8 Precautions during special work, existing subsections 1 up to and including 3.1 are 

renumbered as subsections 2 to 4.1.

In § 8 Precautions during special work, last sentence of new subsection 1.2 (formerly 

subsection 1.1) is repealed.

In § 8 Precautions during special work, new subsection 4.1 (formerly subsection 3.1) is

amended to read:

"4.1.  Before anyone without certified respiratory protection enters a tank or other enclosed area such as a confined space, tunnel, etc. where there may be gas or an insufficiency of oxygen, it shall be ascertained that the air inside is not dangerous by performing the necessary measurements."

In § 8 Precautions during special work, a new subsection 4.2 is inserted after new 

subsection 4.1 (renumbered) which should read:

"4.2. To perform such measurements, the following instruments must be carried on board, as a minimum:
- 2 instruments for measuring hydrocarbons (HC).
- 2 instruments for measuring any gas concentrations injurious to health that may be present, including hydrogen sulphide (H2S).
- 2 instruments for measuring the oxygen content of the air.
The above instruments shall be certified and comply with the standards of CENELEC (European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization) or IEC (International Electrotechnical Commission).
Anybody performing the measurements shall have the necessary training in using the instruments."

In § 8 Precautions during special work, existing subsections 3.2 and 3.3 are renumbered as

subsections 4.3 and 4.4.

In § 8 Precautions during special work, existing subsections 3.4, 3.5 (all items) and 3.6

is deleted.

In § 8 Precautions during special work, existing subsections 3.7 and 3.8 are renumbered as

subsections 4.5 and 4.6 and should read:

"4.5. When work is necessary in tanks, holds, etc. where there may be a danger of poisoning or lack of oxygen, this work is permitted only on condition that a certified breathing apparatus or fresh-air apparatus is used. Prior to commencement of work in tanks, narrow, confined spaces, or the like, a thorough ventilation by means of portable fans, windmen or the like, shall be carried out. There shall be continuous ventilation as long as work is in progress.

4.6. Prior to inspections of, or anyone staying in or commencing work in tanks or holds in which there may be gas or insufficient oxygen, as well as when removing rust etc. from tanks or holds, the responsible superior shall be notified and the oxygen content and gas concentration in the tank/hold shall be checked. 

   As long as the inspection and the work is in progress the oxygen content and gas concentration  in the hold/tank shall be checked at short intervals. The work shall be supervised by at least two persons, one of whom shall be equipped with a breathing apparatus and shall be specially trained in the use of this, and the other shall be equipped with radio communication equipment certified for use in explosion-hazardous areas, in order to be able to raise the alarm as quickly as possible in the event that anything unforeseen should occur."

In § 8 Precautions during special work, existing subsections 4, 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3 are 

renumbered as subsections 5, 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3.

In § 9, subsection 2.1, 2.3 and 3.1 are  amended to read:

"2.1. The hoisting of persons by winch (tugger etc.) shall only take place as a part of the maintenance routines when other means of work are not practicably possible. Prior to the hoisting of persons by winch, the arrangement shall be inspected by the person in charge and a safe-job analysis shall be carried out. The winch operator shall be instructed by the person in charge.”

(…)

“2.3.  A special, certified steel basket, or an equally safe arrangement, shall be used for hoisting of the persons by winch.”

(…)

“3.1. Movable platforms, framework and the like shall be regarded as lifting gear and shall be certified by a competent person in accordance with the regulations referred to in 1.1 above.”

 

In § 10 Trucks and other mobile implements, subsections 2, 3.2, 3.3, 3.3.1, 3.3.2, 3.3.3 and 

4.2 are amended to read:

“2.  Driver.

The drivers of trucks shall be more than 18 years old and have completed training in handling and driving the type of truck in question”

(…)

"3.2. Trucks which will be used in explosion-hazardous areas shall be specially certified for this, and be equipped as follows:"

(…)

"3.3. In addition, all trucks shall be equipped with:
3.3.1.   effective foot and parking brakes,

 3.3.2. horn and mirror, and

 3.3.3.  at least one 2-kilo powder apparatus for fire extinguishing."

(…)

"4.2. This deck area shall support the axle pressure of the truck at maximum load. Maximum allowable axle pressure shall be indicated on posters (signs)."

 

In § 11 Chemicals, subsection 7 is repealed.

 
In § 12 Order and good housekeeping, etc., subsection 4.1 and a new note ¹ should read:

"4.1. All pipes, bits, spare parts, steel plates and profiles, etc. shall be stored in a suitable and proper manner, and it shall be possible to secure them to withstand a heeling corresponding to the maximum heeling angle which the unit may have at the assumed damage as defined in the Stability Regulations¹."


"¹ § 21 Regulations of 20 December 1991 concerning stability, watertight subdivision and watertight/weathertight closing means on mobile offshore units."

In § 13 Personal protective clothing/equipment, existing subsection 1.4 is repealed and 

subsection 1.5 renumbered as 1.4. 

In § 13 Personal protective clothing/equipment, the first sentence of new subsection 1.4 

(formerly 1.5) should read:

"Personal protective equipment procured shall carry the CE mark¹."

In § 13 Personal protective clothing/equipment, subsections, 9, 9.1 and 9.2 should 

read:

"9.Work floating-vests and survival suits.

9.1. A work floating-vest or survival suit shall be worn when working on frameworks or at an unguarded opening towards the sea.

9.2. Work floating-vests and survival suits shall undergo regular inspections according to directions from the manufacturer. There shall be confirmation in writing on board that such inspections have been carried out."

 In § 14 Rescue line, a new subsection 7 is added:

"7. A rescue line is not required for unmanned drilling-towers."

 
          § 16 Deviations should read:

 "The Norwegian Maritime Directorate may, in individual cases and upon written application, deviate from the requirements of these regulations. There must be special reasons that make the deviations necessary and they must be justifiable in terms of safety. If the requirements of the coastal state and the requirements of these regulations are irreconcilable, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may deviate from the requirements insofar as safety considerations allow. Deviations must not contravene international agreements to which Norway has acceded."

 
            § 17 Penal clause should read:

"Wilful or negligent violation of these regulations is punishable by fines pursuant to the General Civil Penal Code of 22 May 1902, § 339 subsection 2, ref. §§ 48a and 48b, unless a more severe penalty is applicable pursuant to any other statutory provision."
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