Draft regulations concerning amendments to Regulations of 4 September 1987 No. 855 concerning notification of newbuilding, survey, and certification etc. of mobile offshore units
§ 1 Definitions, existing subsection 7 and 8 should be deleted. New subsection 7 and 8 should read: 

"7. Recognized classification society: Any classification society with which the Ministry has entered into an agreement pursuant to § 9 of the Seaworthiness Act:

· Det Norske Veritas (DNV).

· Lloyd's Register of Shipping (LRS).

· Bureau Veritas (BV).

· Germanischer Lloyd (GL).

· American Bureau of Shipping (ABS).


8. MOU classification society: A recognized classification society with which there is an agreement on its carrying out inspections and surveys, etc. on mobile offshore units. The following societies are MOU classification societies:

· Det Norske Veritas (DNV).

· Lloyd’s Register of Shipping (LRS).

Upon request, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may in each individual case use other recognized classification societies for the carrying out of inspections and surveys, etc. on mobile offshore units."

§ 2 Application is given new heading and should read:

"§ 2 Scope of application

These regulations apply to mobile offshore units which are or will be registered in a Norwegian register of ships."


§ 3 Responsibility should read:

" The owner and the platform manager are responsible for compliance with the provisions of these regulations1."


1  See also Regulations of 2 March 1999 No. 394 concerning a Safety Management System for mobile offshore units.
§ 4 Notification of newbuilding. Submission of drawings should read:

"1. The Norwegian Maritime Directorate's Offshore Department shall be notified of construction of units on an approved form. The notification shall be submitted in triplicate in ample time and at least three months prior to the keel being laid or prior to the unit having reached a similar stage of construction.

2. In the event of cancellation, changes in the contract terms or the like implying that the unit no longer is to be registered under the Norwegian flag, the Directorate shall immediately be notified, ref. the Seaworthiness Act, § 11 third paragraph. If the building takes place in Norway it rests with the yard and if the building takes place abroad it rests with the owner (whoever placed the order) to submit such notification.

3. It rests with the owner to ensure that drawings which pursuant to regulations are requested by the Directorate are submitted. Such drawings shall be submitted through the owner to the Directorate."

§ 5 survey, subsection 1.4 should be deleted.

§ 5 Survey; subsection 2 to 4 should read:

“2.  Surveys as mentioned in subsection 1 above are to be carried out by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate or anyone authorized by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate.

3. Surveys of electrical installations, area classification and equipment covered by the regulation on maritime electrical installations and the regulation on electrical equipment1 currently in force shall be carried out by the Directorate for Fire and Electrical Safety or an institution authorized by the Directorate for Fire and Electrical Safety. 

4. In the course of a five-year period, four annual intermediate surveys shall be carried out. The surveys shall be carried out at one-year intervals based on the date of certificate issue. Intermediate surveys shall take place within a period of three months before and three months after the date of certificate issue each year. Intermediate surveys shall normally be carried out in sheltered waters but may also be accepted to take place during operation. The intermediate survey shall be carried out to establish that the unit has not been subject to substantial damage or deficiencies relative to the regulations in force."

Existing subsections 4, 5 and 6 is given new number 5, 6 and 7.

§ 5; new subsection 7 should read:

“7. Units which are not classed by a MOU classification society are to be surveyed by the 

Norwegian Maritime Directorate with respect to all requirements contained in the regulations in force laid down by the Directorate.”

§ 6 Certificates; subsection 1.1 should read:

"1.1. Mobile Unit Certificate of Fitness."

§ 6 Certificates; new subsection 1.7 and 1.8 should read:

"1.7. Safety Management Certificate (SMC).

 1.8. Specification of crew."

§ 6 Certificates; subsection 2 and 3 should read:

"2. The validity of the Certificate of Fitness is dependent on the certificates mentioned in subsections 1.2. to 1.8 above also being valid.

 3. As an addition to the certificate mentioned in subsection 1.1 above, two annexes will be  issued. Annex 1 indicates the most important constructional and/or operational limitations for the units. Annex 2 indicates the regulations according to which the units have been constructed and any non-conformities accepted from those regulations. In addition, a list of any orders which must be complied with within the specified time limits is to be annexed."

 
§ 6 Certificates; subsection 6 should read:

"6. The certificates mentioned in subsections 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6 are issued for a period of up to five years from the date of completion of the survey without possibility of further extension. The certificate mentioned in subsection 1.7 is issued in accordance with the provisions of the Safety Management System Regulations1. The specification of crew mentioned in subsection 1.8 is issued without a specific period of validity."

_______________

1 Regulations of 2 March 1999 No. 394 concerning a Safety Management System for mobile offshore units.

§ 6 Certificates subsection 9 should read:

"9.
If a unit has been subject to substantial damage, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate shall be advised immediately and will decide whether the Certificate of Fitness or other certificates referred to in subsection 1 shall be considered non-valid, or if the operation shall be subject to limitations or conditions. Repairs of substantial damage shall be carried out in accordance with the provisions of these regulations."


§ 7 Control should read:

"The control to ascertain that a unit is constructed and operated in accordance with the regulations laid down by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate in pursuance of the Seaworthiness Act, or regulations stipulated by other control authorities, may be carried out by control of drawings and surveys carried out by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate or anyone authorized by the Directorate."


§ 9 Repairs, alterations and conversions should read:

"1. Substantial damage to the unit, its installations and equipment shall be reported immediately to the Norwegian Maritime Directorate, which will decide whether the damage is to be surveyed.

2. Alterations and conversions shall be notified to the Norwegian Maritime Directorate or anyone authorized by the Directorate well in advance of the commencement of such activities. Documentation of compliance with the rules and regulations shall be submitted insofar as it is requested by the Norwegian Maritime Directorate or anyone authorized by the Directorate."


§ 10 Deviations from the regulations is given a new title and should read:

"§ 10  Deviations

The Norwegian Maritime Directorate may, in individual cases and upon written application, deviate from the requirements of these regulations. There must be special reasons that make the deviations necessary and they must be justifiable in terms of safety. If the requirements of the coastal state and the requirements of these regulations are irreconcilable, the Norwegian Maritime Directorate may deviate from the requirements insofar as safety considerations allow. Deviations must not contravene international agreements to which Norway has acceded."


§ 11 Penal provisions should read:

"Wilful or negligent violation of these regulations is punishable by fines pursuant to the General Civil Penal Code of 22 May 1902 No. 10, § 339 subsection 2, ref. § 48a and § 48b, unless a more severe penalty is applicable pursuant to any other statutory provision."
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