DRAFT REGULATION CONCERNING THE ANIMAL HEALTH RELATED CONDITIONS FOR IMPORT OF CANINE SEMEN INTO NORWAY

Adopted by The Royal Ministry of Agriculture xx.xx.2004 under the Act of 8 June 1962 no 4 concerning animal health (Animal diseases act) § 3 and § 8
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Chapter I Intention, scope and definitions

§ 1 Intention

The intention of this regulation is to prevent contagious diseases spreading by import of canine semen.

§ 2 Scope

This regulation applies to import of canine semen to Norway with the exception of Spitsbergen and Jan Mayen.

§ 3 Definitions

In this regulation the following means:

1) EU/EFTA State; Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Greece, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Switzerland, Germany, Austria, Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Ireland and Iceland.

2) Rabies free country; Australia, Faeroe Islands, Hawaii, Ireland, Iceland, Mauritius, New Zealand, and Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Chapter II General Conditions

§ 4 Ban against import

It is forbidden to import canine semen into Norway if the conditions within this regulation are not complied with.

§ 5 Exemption for Sweden

This regulation does not apply to the import of canine semen from Sweden.

§ 6 Identity marking

Dogs from which semen shall be collected, shall be marked with tattoo or micro chip at the time of collection and subsequent vaccination, blood test identity.

The dogs identity number shall be stated in all documents required by this regulation.

§ 7 Storage and marking

The semen shall be stored in an impact resistant container. The consignment shall be sealed and marked in such a way that the identity of the dog from which the semen originates is clear. 

§ 8 Health certificate

The authorised veterinarian with responsibility for the collection of the semen shall sign a health certificate which shall then be included in the consignment.

The health certificate shall be produced on a standardised form which shall be approved by The Norwegian Animal Health Authority.

The health certificate shall be based on a clinical inspection of the dog, and shall confirm the following;

a) the date of the semen collection.

b) the identity mark of the dog from which the semen has been taken.

c) that the dog does not show any signs of contagious diseases.

d) that the semen does not originate from a breed of dog which is banned for import by virtue of a temporary law regarding import, keeping and breeding of dangerous dogs.

e) that the dog has received the vaccines required in accordance with this regulation.

f) that a blood test has been taken before collection of the semen which has been analysed with satisfactory results, as per § 10 and § 11.

Confirmation of vaccines and laboratory results in accordance with e) and f) shall be based on the original laboratory and vaccination certificates.

The semen shall be accompanied by a declaration from the owner of the donor which confirms that the dog has not been used for natural mating in the period between blood sampling and semen collection.

§ 9 Border control and notice

Import of canine semen shall take place at manned customs stations. On arrival at the customs station the documents required under this regulation shall be presented without request. The customs authority shall impound the semen when the conditions for import as according to this regulation are not complied with. The seizure can be appealed against to the relevant authorities.

The importer shall give notice to the county veterinarian at least 24 hours in advance of importation.

The requirements in paragraph 1 and 2 do not apply to import of semen for research from EU/EFTA states and import of semen for re-sale. Import for these purposes shall be controlled according to current enforcement and control regulations
.

Chapter III Requirements for vaccination etc.

§ 10 Vaccination against or testing for leptospirosis

The dog from which the semen is collected shall have in the last 365 days been vaccinated against leptospirosis (Leptospira interrogans, serovars canicola and icterohaemorrhagiae) with a vaccine approved by the exporting country, or during the course of the last 21 days be examined serologically with microscopic agglutination (MAT) with focus on leptospirosis. The results of the test shall show for an unvaccinated dog less than 50% agglutination at a 1:30 dilution and for a vaccinated dog less than 50% agglutination at a 1:300 dilution.

The semen collection shall not take place sooner than 30 days following the vaccination. In the case of basic immunisation which consists of two vaccines, the 30 day period will apply from the first vaccination. In the case of re-vaccination within 365 days the semen collection can take place immediately after the vaccination. In cases where there are more than 365 days since the previous vaccination the semen collection shall not take place earlier than 30 days after the re-vaccination.

In the case of dogs who have exclusively been resident on Iceland for the previous six months before the semen collection, it is not required to vaccinate or carry out serological tests for leptospirosis.

§ 11 Testing for brucellosis

In the case of semen collection from dogs outside EU/EFTA, it is a requirement that these dogs are tested serologically for brucellosis (Brucella canis) with a negative result. The blood sample shall have been taken during the course of the 21 days prior to the collection. The dog shall not be used for natural mating between the blood sampling and the semen collection.

§ 12 Vaccination against rabies

The dog from which semen is collected shall have been vaccinated against rabies with an approved vaccine during the course of 365 to 30 days prior to semen collection. If the dog has been re-vaccinated within 365 days the semen collection can be taken immediately following re-vaccination. Vaccination is not required for dogs that have been resident exclusively in rabies free countries in the six months prior to semen collection.

Chapter IV Final provisions 

§ 13 Use restrictions and the duty to report

The dog, which is inseminated with the imported semen, shall not be naturally mated in the same heat period.

The responsible veterinarian shall be informed in the case of miscarriage. The importer shall ensure that the dead embryo and embryo membrane is kept for inspection.

§ 14 Expenses

All expenses incurred in connection with import are the responsibility of the importer.

§ 15 Exemptions

The Norwegian Animal Health Authority and the responsible veterinarian can make exemptions from the requirements in this regulation and place conditions on the granting of these exemptions.

§ 16 Measures

The Norwegian Animal Health Authority and the responsible veterinarian may where the conditions of this regulation are not complied with, order that the semen be either returned or be impounded and destroyed.

§ 17 Penalties

Non-compliance with the requirements within this regulation is punishable according to the Animal Diseases Act of 8 June 1962 no. 4 § 19.

§ 18 Implementation and temporary arrangements

This regulation comes into force on the 1 March 2004. On the same date, regulation 29 December 2000 no. 1595 concerning animal health related conditions for import of canine semen into Norway is repealed.

� Regulation 31.12.1998 no. 1484 regarding enforcement and control with import and export of live stock, other genetic material and animal waste within the European Economic Area, and with import of live stock from countries outside the European Economic Area, and the regulation 18.10,1999 number 1163 regarding enforcement and control with import and transportation etc. of animal food products and products from animal origin etc. from third countries.   
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