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REGULATIONS RELATING TO PESTICIDES

Issued by the Ministry of Agriculture on ………………………… pursuant to Sections 3, 5, 7, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14 of Act No. 9 of 5 April 1963 relating to Pesticides, etc. and Royal Decree No. 369 of 25 May 1990 and Royal Decree No. 479 of 19 May 1995, and Government Resolution of 18 February 1999.

Chapter I. Scope and definitions

§ 1
In addition to pesticides as such, ref. Section 2 a of Act of 5 April 1963, these regulations also apply to the preparations that are dealt with in Section 16 of the Act. In the following, the term 'pesticides' will also apply to them.

For the purposes of these Regulations, the following definitions apply:

a) Pesticide: Active substance or preparation, including preparation or living organism for biological control, which intended use is to protect directly or indirectly against harmful organisms on plants or plant products. It includes also ingredients or preparations intended for use:

· to regulate plant growth with the exception of fertilisers

· to protect timber logs

· to destroy or reduce the growth of plants or plant parts

· to increase the efficacy of other pesticides

b) preparation: a finished marketable product consisting of active substances, organisms, solvents, constituents, etc., 

c) formulation: whether the preparation is an emulsion, a solution, in granular form, etc., ref. subsection 8 c),

d) biological control; the use of living organisms (including viruses, etc.) to fight pests,

e) macro-organisms (in regard to the biological control of plants); parasitoids, parasites and predators within insects, spiders and nematodes,
f) macrobiological control; the use of macro-organisms for biological control,

g) micro-organisms; protozoes, fungi, bacteria, viruses, viroids or other pathogenic agents,

h) microbiological control; the use of micro-organisms for biological control,

i) safety interval:  minimum number of days/weeks from pesticide treatment until harvest,

j) internal control: systematic measures implemented, exercised and maintained by the enterprise to ensure that stipulations laid down in or issued in pursuance of Act of 5 April 1963 and appurtenant regulations are complied with,

k) area that is open for general traffic: public roads, cleared rights of way for telephone and power lines, parks, planted areas and similar places that are normally regarded as open to the general public.

l) standardised area dose: dose that is calculated for each individual preparation based on the highest permissible dose with reference to its dominant use or application. The standardised area dose is used as the basis for calculating the inspection fee and environmental fee, ref. Chap. XIII, section 29.

m) fee category: the category in which the preparation is placed as the basis for the collection of the environmental fee. The classification is done on the basis of the preparation's health and environmental properties, and exposure.

Chapter II. Approval 

§ 3
Pesticides must be approved by the Norwegian Agricultural Inspection Service (hereinafter called the Agricultural Inspection Service).


Approval covers hazard classification, application, fee classification, standardised area dose, packaging, pack size, labelling, directions for use, protective measures, etc., ref. sections 5, 6 and 8.


The Pesticides Board acts as advisor to the Agricultural Inspection Service on questions relating to approval.


The Pesticides Board is a specialist body comprising three members appointed by the Ministry of Agriculture, one by the Norwegian Food Control Authority, one by the Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development, two by the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs and two by the Ministry of Environment.


Applications for approval must be sent on the prescribed application forms to the Agricultural Inspection Service, accompanied by the documentation that is required at any given time.


All the questions on the application form must be answered if they are relevant to the preparation in question. Reasons must be given for omitting any answers. 


The Agricultural Inspection Service may request further information if this is deemed to be necessary.


The applicant must be notified of the result in writing when the processing of the application has been completed. Reasons must be given for refusing an application.


Applications for renewal of approval must be sent to the Agricultural Inspection Service no later than six months prior to the end of the approval period.

§ 4
Conditions for approval:

a)
The preparation must have a satisfactory agronomic effect. When necessary, this will be tested in Norway at an institution authorised by the Agricultural Inspection Service,

b)
The preparation must not have unacceptable harmful effects on human beings, domestic animals, animal and plant life, biological diversity and the environment in general and can thus be deemed acceptable from an ecological and toxicological point of view,

c)
The preparation's formulation, quality and stability must be satisfactory,

d)
In an overall assessment the preparation must be judged to be just as suitable as or to have advantages over previously approved preparations, or other methods for the same purpose.

§ 5
The packaging of the pesticide must comply with no. 996 of the Regulations of 21 August 1997 relating to the classification, labelling, etc. of dangerous chemicals. 


The size of the pack must be appropriate to its intended use.


The packaging must not be altered during the approval period without the consent of the Agricultural Inspection Service. The Agricultural Inspection may impose additional packaging requirements.

Macrobiological preparations are exempt from the provisions in the Regulations relating to the classification, labelling, etc. of dangerous chemicals.

Chapter III. Hazard classification 

§ 6
If the Agricultural Inspection Service approves a preparation, it must be classified in accordance with no. 996 of the Regulations of 21 August 1997 relating to classification, labelling etc. of dangerous chemicals. 

Macrobiological preparations are exempt from the provisions in the Regulations relating to the classification, labelling, etc. of dangerous chemicals.

Chapter IV. Labelling etc.

§7
All packaging for pesticides must be furnished with labels with texts in Norwegian only approved by the Agricultural Inspection Service. The label must be glued to the packaging or securely affixed in some other manner. In the case of macrobiological preparations, it is enough for just the label to be enclosed in the same consignment. In the case of double sales packaging, both the inner and outer packaging must be labelled in accordance with these provisions.

§8
The label must have a main section. This must constitute the upper part of the text section if the label only has one such section and be placed on the front of the pack.


The main section must contain:

a)
the trade name of the preparation,

b)
the international generic name(s), or chemical name(s) of the active substance(s), or the name of the species of biological preparations

c)
the formulation and purpose of the preparation,

d)
the composition of the preparation, given in the number of individuals, g/kg (grams per kilogram) or g/l (grams per litre) for each of the active substances, emulsifiers, fixatives, dispersal agents and solvents. If any of these emulsifiers, fixatives, dispersal agents or solvents represents a health hazard, they must be listed separately

e)
warning section, giving danger symbols and indication of danger, risk and safety phrases relating to the health hazard, and a reference to the rules for safe handling and use, special storage rules and rules requiring the use of protective equipment during use.


The danger symbols and indication of danger, and the risk and safety phrases must be the ones given in the Regulations of 21 August 1997 relating to the classification, labelling etc. of dangerous chemicals.

f)
special warnings and symbols with information about any properties of the substances that can harm human beings, domestic animals, bees and other pollinating insects, wild life, fish, utility plants and cultivated plants. The toxicity to pollinating insects must be indicated by a bee symbol, or bee symbol and sun symbol, and the relevant warning phrase. Any possible volatility or chemical change when affected by heat must be stated. Where required, the preparation must be labelled with the occupational air requirement.   


Labels stating the occupational air requirement must conform with the Regulations of 21 August 1997 relating to the classification, labelling etc. of dangerous chemicals.


Preparations that can affect aquatic environments must be appropriately labelled, if necessary indicating a safety zone along water-bearing ditches, canals, brooks, ponds and large stretches of water.

g)
any safety interval. The safety interval should be placed immediately below the warning section on the label,

h)
names and addresses of the manufacturer, importer and any distributor,

i)
net content of the pack,

j)
fee category

k)
registration number given by the Agricultural Inspection Service

The label must also contain:

l)
a statement of where, how and in what quantities the preparation is to be used (directions for use) and also the following sentence [in Norwegian]: "Use of the preparation in contravention of the approved use or safety interval or in excess of the permitted maximum dosage/ concentration is prohibited".

m)
safety rules, which deal with the use of protective equipment,

n)
the production year or batch number which includes the production year and any limiting factors for stability,

o)
requirements regarding safe disposal of remains of pesticides and packaging (waste management),

p)
method for cleaning equipment.

§9
Special requirements regarding lettering, colours, etc.

a)
the warning section must be boxed and printed in black letters and figures on an orange background,

b)
symbols must be printed in black on an orange background,

c)
orange must not be used on any part of the label other than those stated in the subsections above,

d)
the information stipulated in subsections 8 e) and f) must stand out clearly and must be printed in letters of at least 10 points.

The labelling of approved preparations must not be altered without the consent of the Agricultural Inspection Service.

Chapter V. Manufacture, import and sales

§10
Manufacturers of pesticides must have permission from the Agricultural Inspection Service. 


Enterprises wishing such permission must be registered in the [Norwegian] Register of Business Enterprises and satisfy the standards in force at any time issued by other authorities in respect of such enterprises. The person responsible for production must have the relevant qualifications.


Any enterprise applying for approval in Norway for the manufactured pesticide must satisfy the requirements in the Regulations of 7 August 1987 relating to the conditions for the approval of importers of pesticides etc. 


The Agricultural Inspection Service may stipulate further conditions for permission. 

§11
Importers of pesticides must be approved by the Agricultural Inspection Service in accordance with the Regulations of 7 August 1987 relating to the conditions for the approval of importers.


Dealers of pesticides must be approved by the Agricultural Inspection Service. Approval as a dealer is not required for the sale of certain preparations approved in accordance with section 24.


To be approved as a dealer, each sales outlet must have someone who is specially appointed to be responsible for the part of the business which relates to pesticides. The person in question must be authorised in accordance with the provisions in section 17 and must have the particular sales outlet as his/her permanent place of work. The person in question may not be responsible for pesticides at several sales outlets at the same time.


The enterprise must have a storeroom for pesticides which satisfies the standards stipulated for storerooms in section 16 and which is approved by the Agricultural Inspection Service. Storerooms for flammable or explosive pesticides must also satisfy the standards in the Regulations of 21 August 1997 relating to the classification, labelling, etc. of dangerous chemicals.


When the person responsible is replaced, or if the company’s name is changed, a new or extended storeroom, or other changes made to the permit information, notification must be given to this effect. The successor and the new or extended storeroom must be approved by the Agricultural Inspection Service.


The Ministry of Agriculture may stipulate further conditions for approval as a dealer.

§12
Every manufacturer, importer or wholesaler who sells preparations to retailers is required to know about and make themselves thoroughly familiar with the regulations and provisions which apply to pesticides at any given time. It is their responsibility to ensure:

a)
that preparations sold have been approved, labelled and packaged in accordance with the provisions in these regulations,

b)
that the directions for use and other printed matter do not contain incorrect or misleading information,

c)
that the preparations are sold only to approved dealers (with the exception of certain preparations approved under section 24),

d)
that the provisions in Chapter VIII regarding the phasing out period for sales are complied with,

Manufacturers and importers are responsible for seeing that the content of preparations that are sold conform with the stated specifications.

Retailers are required to know about and make themselves familiar with the regulations and provisions that apply to them and they are responsible for seeing that only approved preparations packaged and labelled in accordance with these Regulations are sold.

§13
Everyone who manufactures, imports or sells pesticides must carry out the registrations deemed necessary by the Agricultural Inspection Service for efficient supervision.

§14
Pesticides, with the exception of those dealt with in Section 24, may only be delivered to persons with a valid authorisation (see section 17), or with authorisation from an authorised user.


Public institutions, which can document their needs for preparations other than those dealt with in section 24 for scientific use, are entitled to receive such preparations against a requisition form signed by the institution's management. 

§15
During transportation preparations must be kept in their unopened original packaging and securely stowed in accordance with the current provisions for the transportation of dangerous goods. 


Transport packaging must be labelled in accordance with the current provisions for the transportation of dangerous goods. Transportation must be effected in compliance with the safety regulations applying at any given time to the transportation of dangerous goods and in a way that ensures that preparations do not go astray.

Chapter VI. Storage

§16
Manufacturers, importers, dealers and users must store pesticides in a special, locked cupboard or storeroom. The cupboard or room must be clearly marked with a poison symbol (skull) and the word "GIFT" (poison). The cupboard or room must be well-ventilated continuously with fresh air from the outside, be frost-free (if the preparations in question require this) and it must be kept clean. The cupboard or room must only be used to store pesticides or, where appropriate, other chemicals, including fluid fertiliser mixtures. No commodities of any kind may be placed under the cupboard. Large packages may be stored in the open air or in sheds when the area is closed to unauthorised persons and clearly marked as mentioned above and the storing entails no risk for the surroundings and is effected in accordance with relevant provisions. Sales of pesticides must take place from a locked cupboard or room on the shop premises.


Open packets must not be kept together with preparations for sale in the cupboard or storeroom. Preparations which have been opened for own use may only be kept together in the same cupboard or storeroom when these are kept apart and in sealed, airtight containers. Unauthorised persons must not have access to the preparations.


Cupboards or storerooms for pesticides may not be positioned in a residential room or where food, beverages or tobacco are stored.

Certain preparations approved under section 24 and macrobiological preparations are exempt from the provisions in this section.

Chapter VII. Use

§17
With the exception of preparations approved for use in hobby gardens, on house plants etc., ref. section 24, and macrobiological preparations, pesticides may only be used by persons with a valid authorisation.


Authorisation may only be given to persons over 18 years of age who have completed compulsory courses and passed examinations and who can document a professional need to purchase and use pesticides. Hobby gardeners may not be given authorisation.


The Municipal Agricultural Administration or County Agricultural Office has the authority to issue authorisation in accordance with instructions laid down by the Agricultural Inspection Service.


Authorisation is valid for 10 years after passing the examination. The same conditions apply to renewal as to the initial issue. 

§18
Pesticides must be used in accordance with the directions for use given on an approved label. All other use is prohibited, ref. section 8, litra l).


Users of pesticides are required to make themselves familiar with the directions for use and attached or enclosed warnings and to comply with these.


Users are also required to comply with the rules regarding the phasing out of preparations that are no longer approved and preparations with old labels, ref. provisions in Chapter VIII.


Professional use of pesticides shall be carried out with spraying equipment which satisfies the technical requirements of the function test specified in more detail in Annex 1. The function test shall be performed with personnel and equipment approved by the Agricultural Inspection Service. The Agricultural Inspection Service specifies more detailed provisions for performing the function test. The function test is valid for five years. 


For professional use of pesticides, a crop-spraying log must be kept. It must contain information about which section of land and which cultivation has been sprayed, pest, preparation, dosage and time of spraying.


The spreading of pesticides must carried out in such a way that it does not cause inconvenience to neighbours etc. It must be carried out in such a way that drinking water sources and edible plants on neighbouring properties are not contaminated (ref. Regulations dated 1 January 1995 relating to water supply and drinking water).


Marginal zones and uncultivated 'islands' must not be treated unless this is part of the upkeep of the cultural landscape. Permission must be obtained from the County Agricultural Office.


It is prohibited for pesticides which are intended for professional use to be used in hobby gardens, on house plants, etc. 


Preparations which are classified as very toxic and toxic may not be used in public gardens, parks and similar places which are open to the public. The same applies to private gardens, allotments and similar places.


When an area that is open to the public is sprayed, the area must be marked with a notice approved by the Agricultural Inspection Service. The importer or manufacturer who is responsible for the product is also responsible for formulating the notice. The requirement regarding marking does not apply to spraying along the roadside.

§19
Preparations which are classified as very toxic and toxic may not be sprayed from an aircraft. Preparations in other danger categories may be approved for spraying from a helicopter. The spraying may only be carried out by persons who have been authorised by the Agricultural Inspection Service and only if they use spraying equipment approved by the Agricultural Inspection Service. 


The spreading of pesticides in forests must be carried out in accordance with the Regulations dated 4 August 1987 relating to the spreading of pesticides in forests.


The Ministry of Agriculture or a person empowered by the Ministry may issue more detailed provisions for professional use of pesticides.

§20
Remains of pesticides for which there is no use and empty packaging which has not been cleaned are regarded as special waste and must be delivered to the receiving station for special waste established in the municipal district (ref. no. 614 of the Regulations dated 19 May 1994 relating to special waste). Remains of biological preparations shall be destroyed in accordance with the label. Packaging which has been cleaned in accordance with the directions on the label may be handed in along with other municipal waste.

§21
Enterprises covered by Act of 4 February 1977 relating to Worker Protection and Work Environment etc. are obliged to implement the protective measures following from this Act when using pesticides etc.

§22
Preparations which carry a bee warning and which are used to treat fruit trees, berry bushes, seed cultivations, weeds and other plants with flowers that attract bees and other pollinating insects are subject to the following restrictions:

a)
the preparations must not be used during the flowering season (label contains bee symbol), or

b)
the preparations must not be used during the flowering season at the times of day when pollinating insects fly (marked with a bee symbol and a sun symbol), i.e. between 4 a.m. and 11 p.m., or 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. if the temperature does not exceed 10oC.


The provisions in a) and b) also apply in cases where there is flowering vegetation under fruit trees, berry bushes, etc. if this vegetation attracts bees or other pollinating insects.

Chapter VIII.  Phasing out period for sale and use

§23
If the approval of a preparation expires, the sale and use of the preparation must be phased out in accordance with the following rules:

a)
The preparation may be sold by the importer until the end of the calendar year in which the approval expires.

b)
The preparation may be sold by retailers and may be used until the end of the calendar year after the approval has expired. 

c)
The preparation may be used until and including the second year after the approval has expired. All use of the preparation is prohibited from and including the third year after the expiry of the approval.


If significant changes are made to the labelling (tightened health and environmental warning labels, reduced areas of use, reductions in dosage and extended treatment time limits), the sale and use of the preparation with the old label must be phased out in accordance with the following rules:

d) Preparations with the old label are allowed to be sold by an importer until the end of the calendar year in which the new label was approved.

e) Preparations with the old label are allowed to be sold by a wholesaler and be used in accordance with the old label until the end of the calendar year in which the new label was approved.

In the case of further changes to the label, sale is permitted in accordance with the old label up to ten years from when the registration number was issued.


The Agricultural Inspection Service may set a shorter phasing out period for sale and use in certain cases.

Chapter IX.  Preparations for use in hobby gardens, on house plants, etc.

§24
The Agricultural Inspection Service decides which preparations and pack sizes may be used in hobby gardens, on house plants, etc. No authorisation is needed to purchase and use these preparations. 

These preparations must also have a different label in accordance with these Regulations and carry the wording [in Norwegian]: "May be used in hobby gardens".


Preparations for use in hobby gardens etc., which are ready for use and are available, for example in aerosols, castors, etc. can be sold by non-authorised dealers. These preparations must carry the wording [in Norwegian]: "May be used in hobby gardens - ready for use". 


Preparations for use in hobby gardens etc., and which are undiluted, shall be sold from locked cupboards or rooms on the shop’s premises. Preparations which are marked “ready for use” may be sold in the self-service area of the premises.

Chapter X. Advertising

§25
Announcements, catalogues, price lists, leaflets, covering letters, etc. which concern pesticides must not be incorrect or misleading.


No reference may be made for advertising purposes to unpublished experimental data from advisory institutions.


The Agricultural Inspection Service may order incorrect or misleading advertisements to be stopped.

Chapter XI.  Internal control

§26
Manufacturers, importers and dealers of pesticides must introduce and carry out internal control. The person in charge of the enterprise must ensure that this obligation is fulfilled.

§27
Internal control means that the enterprise must:

a)
have a general survey of organisation and responsibilities,

b)
clarify any risk of violating the rules based on the enterprise's activities and initiate measures to reduce this risk,

c)
have routines to uncover, correct and prevent repetition of violations,

d)
carry out systematic reviews of its internal control in order to ensure that it functions as intended.


Subsections a) - d) must be documented in writing in the form and to the extent required by the type, activities, risk situation and size of the enterprise. This documentation must be available to the Agricultural Inspection Service.


The Agricultural Inspection Service may give orders to initiate measures and provide further documentation if the internal control is insufficient to ensure compliance with the rules.

Chapter XII.  Supervision

§28
The Agricultural Inspection Service and the Customs Service are responsible for ensuring compliance with these Regulations. The Ministry of Agriculture may also transfer this responsibility to others and may appoint special inspectors and testers.


Supervision of enterprises which manufacture, handle or use harmful substances covered by these Regulations is also carried out by the Labour Inspectorate in accordance with provisions in the Act relating to Worker Protection and Working Environment.

Chapter XIII.  Fees

§29
The following fees will be collected to cover expenses relating to testing, approval and supervision of the preparations covered by these Regulations:


a) Registration fee


For each preparation for which approval is sought, a fee will be payable as determined at any given time by the Agricultural Inspection Service. A new fee will be payable on application for renewal of approval. This fee is payable in advance.


b) Supervision fee


The supervision fee for individual preparations is calculated on the basis of the fee per standardised area dose in force at any given time. The fee per standardised area dose (basic fee) is fixed by the Ministry of Agriculture. The Agricultural Inspection Service calculates the supervision fee for each individual preparation.

§30
Environmental fee 


The environmental fee payable for individual preparations is calculated on the basis of the fee per standardised area dose in force at any given time and the fee category in which the preparation has been placed. The fee per standardised area dose (basic fee) is fixed by the Ministry of Agriculture. The Agricultural Inspection Service calculates the environmental fee for each individual preparation.


The fee categories include the following preparation groups with an assigned factor by which the basic fee is multiplied:

Fee category 0 (adhesive agents; factor: 0)

Fee category I (staining agents, biological preparations and utility organisms; factor: 0.5)

Fee category II (preparations with a low health and environmental risk; factor: 1) 

Fee category III (preparations with a low environmental and high health risk, or with a high environmental and low health risk: factor 4)

Fee category IV (preparations with a high health and environmental risk; factor: 8)

Fee category V (concentrated hobby preparations; factor: 50)

Fee category VI (ready-to-use hobby preparations; factor: 150)


The Ministry of Agriculture stipulates the fee category for each approved preparation.


The Agricultural Inspection Service will issue more detailed provisions regarding the collection, payment, etc. of the fees stipulated in §§ 29 and 30.

Chapter XIV. Provisions relating to penal measures and forfeiture

§31
Contravention of these Regulations may lead to the forfeiture of authorisation and is also punishable as laid down in Chapter IV of Act of 5 April 1963 relating to Pesticides, etc.

Chapter XV. Dispensation and right of appeal

§32
In special cases, the Agricultural Inspection Service may grant dispensation from the provisions in these Regulations with the exception of Section 29 b) and Section 30.

§33
Decisions made pursuant to these Regulations may be appealed to the Ministry of Agriculture as laid down in Chapter IV of the Public Administration Act of 10 February 1967. The time limit for appeals is three weeks from the date on which notification of the decision is received.

Chapter XVI.  Entry into force, etc.

§34
These Regulations enter into force on …………………………………...

From the same date, Regulations of 23 February 1999 relating to Pesticides are repealed.
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