Engelsk tekst

SECTION 16-4

REQUIREMENTS FOR AND CONDITIONS CONCERNING SAFETY BELTS (ECE REGULATION NO.16.04) AND ANCHORAGE POINTS (ECE REGULATION NO.14.02)

1. The regulations in this Section apply to vehicles not covered by Section 16-2.

2. Vehicles with a permitted total weight of less than 3 500 kgs must, on seats for driver and passengers in the front seat, have safety belts meeting the requirements of ECE Regulation No.14.02 or the requirements of Council Directive 77/541/EEC, as amended by Commission Directive 90/628/EEC. The anchorage points must meet the requirements of ECE Regulation No.14.02 or the requirements of Council Directive 76/115/EEC, as amended by Council Directive 82/318/EEC, and by Commission Directive 90/629/EEC. Passenger cars with a total weight of less than  3 500 kgs and with two rows of seats must in addition be fitted with such safety belts and such anchorage points for the passengers in the rear seat.

3. For seats requiring a safety belt, the following applies:

a) A three point safety belt may be used for all seats. The safety belt must be of a type which is automatically adapted to the user (fully-automatic retractor with double locking mechanism). However, three point belts of another type may be used if the belt as mentioned cannot be used.

b) Lap belt can only be used on centre seat and on seats where it is not possible to fit a three point belt due to the design.

c) After a collision the safety belts must be replaced.

4.
The regulations in Number 2, last sentence, and Number 3 do also apply to vehicles which have been converted to passenger cars. If it is not possible to present satisfactory documentation regarding the strength and positioning of the anchorage points for such vehicles, the authorities may assess this.

SECTION 18-1

GENERAL CONCERNING SEATS AND NUMBER OF PERSONS

1. All seats must be strong, well fixed and be steady. They must not have sharp edges or protuding parts which may constitute an unnecessary danger to the driver or passengers in connection with braking, collisions etc. It must be possible to fix securely hinged and articulated seats and backrests for such seats in the position they are to have when in use.

2. The driver’s seat must be so shaped and positioned that it gives the driver a favourable and safe driving position. Any seats for passengers must be so shaped that the passengers and the seats do not prevent the driver from operating the driving and control devices.

3. Vehicles meeting Council Directive 74/408/EEC, possibly as amended by Council Directive 81/557/EEC or Commission Directive 96/37/EC, and Council Directive 74/60/EEC, as amended by Commission Directive 78/632/EEC, shall be regarded as meeting the regulations in Numbers 1 and 2.

4. The number of  seats shall be determined by the manufacturer on the basis of the space available and the maximum axle load and total weight, with the following exceptions:

a) 
It is not permissible to register a moped for passengers.

b)
The limitation in relation to axle loads does not apply to tracked vehicles.

c)
Trailer/trailing equipment is not permitted to be registered for carrying persons.

When determining the number of seats, the dimensional requirements etc. apparent from this Chapter shall be taken into consideration. This means, inter alia, that the manufacturer cannot stipulate a number of seats which would mean classification as bus/coach, unless the dimension requirements applicable to seats in buses/coaches have been met. This means that there must be sufficient payload (75 kg for each seat) and that each seat is fitted with safety belts according to Chapter 16.

5.
Fixed seating devices are not permitted in goods compartments and on a cargo platform for vehicles of Category N. This does not apply to military-tactical vehicles registered on the Armed Forces.

