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[Translated from the Icelandic]

Regulations on Fireworks
CHAPTER I

Sphere of Application

Article 1

In these Regulations, the term “fireworks” shall refer to equipment or devices containing substances or compounds which, by ignition or otherwise, are intended to have effect in the form of light, sound, heat, gases or smoke, as a result of chemical reactions.

The term shall include rockets; flares; smoke, colour and sound bombs, and various display fireworks.  

The Schedule to these Regulations provides for a further categorisation of fireworks and the permissible use of the fireworks in each category, in main as follows:

Category 1:
Fireworks creating little danger, which may be used by any person regardless of age. 

Category 2:
Fireworks suitable for outdoor use in gardens or confined outdoor areas.

Category 3:
Fireworks suitable for use in large open areas.

Category 4:
Fireworks that have not been completed and/or are not intended for sale to the public.

The provisions of these Regulations shall not apply to specialised fireworks, such as emergency flares, or to military ordnance. As regards such fireworks, a reference is made to Regulations on Special Purpose Fireworks.
General Provisions

Article 2

Public use and sale of fireworks is only allowed in the period from 28 December to 6 January, both days included, except for fireworks of Category 1, which may be used at any time of the year. Retail sale of fireworks of other categories is only allowed from accredited places of sale.

Producers and importers testing fireworks, persons who have been permitted to conduct fireworks displays and persons who have received a permit from a commissioner of police to use fireworks in connection with the theatre, cinema productions, etc., shall be exempted from the general prohibition of the use of fireworks outside the time limits provided for in the first paragraph.

In the period when public use of fireworks is allowed their use is always prohibited from midnight until 01:00 hrs, except on new year’s eve.   

Article 3

Sale or delivery of fireworks to children within 16 years of age is prohibited if such an age limitation is stated in the instructions for their use. The Schedule provides for age limitations in further detail.

Sale of fireworks to children within 12 years of age is prohibited, and any use of fireworks by children shall take place under adult supervision.

Article 4


Fireworks shall be provided with instructions in Icelandic, printed on or affixed on a sticker, containing a brief description of their effects and how they shall be used in the least dangerous manner. This shall however not be necessary in cases of small fireworks causing little danger, provided a number of units are sold together in a marked package.


Domestic producers and importers shall prepare, for distribution at places of sale, general instructions for use of fireworks and the measures to be taken if a firework proves faulty or fails to ignite. 

Article 5


Any modification of a firework that confers on it any characteristics different from the manufacturer’s intentions is prohibited.

Article 6

Fireworks shall be handled and stored with the utmost care, and the written instructions provided shall be observed at all times.
Article 7

Any use of rockets or other fireworks creating danger by reason of their trajectory following ignition is prohibited where outdoor fires have been lit and in the close vicinity of such fires. There, only sparklers and non-shooting flares may be used. 

Article 8


Any use of fireworks in places where they are packed, sold or stored, and in the vicinity of other places where inflammable materials are stored, is prohibited.


Rockets may not be used within the following distance limits:

a)  
100 metres away from structures made of particularly combustible materials, places where inflammable materials are stored, lumberyards, combustible packaging material etc., or places where inflammable liquids or gas containers are stored.

b) 200 metres away from forest and shrub, heather-covered ground and other sensitive vegetation. 

Any use of fireworks larger than of Category 2, except rockets, is prohibited within the following distance limits:

a)
50 metres away from structures made of particularly combustible materials, places where inflammable materials are stored, lumberyards, combustible packaging material and similar storage facilities for inflammable liquids and gas containers.

b)
100 metres away from forest and shrub, heather-covered ground and other sensitive vegetation.


Public use of fireworks on ground plots belonging to old age homes and hospitals is prohibited. 


Fireworks of small size, such as sparklers, hand flares and similar easily controllable devices are exempted from the above distance limitations, provided they are used with particular care in the vicinity of combustible materials.

Particular regard shall be had to animals when using fireworks. Use of fireworks in the vicinity of shelters for livestock is prohibited.

Article 9


Police shall be notified of any accident of serious nature caused by fireworks. The police in Reykjavík, which as provided for in Article 22 shall be in charge of type approval of fireworks, shall be notified of any faulty fireworks in use.

Article 10

Commissioners of police may prohibit the use of fireworks in particular areas or make their use subject to particular conditions for a definite period of time, if such measures are deemed necessary in order to limit disturbance or danger.

CHAPTER II

Fireworks Displays

Article 11

General Conditions

Commissioners of police may grant permits for fireworks displays. The issue if such a permit is subject to the condition that the display will be supervised by a particular person, and carried out by a fireworks master. The supervisor shall have obtained third party liability insurance from an accredited insurance company to cover possible physical injury to persons and damage caused by the fireworks. The fireworks master shall have attained the age of 18 years and possess a knowledge of fireworks of wide scope and the experience of fireworks displays necessary to manage such displays. The National Commissioner of Police may issue particular rules concerning evaluation of the competence of fireworks masters.

An application for a permit to conduct a fireworks display shall be sent to the commissioner of police having jurisdiction where the display is planned. The application shall state the name of the fireworks master, the place of the planned display, and the time when the display is scheduled to begin and end. The total quantity of fireworks to be used, the distribution of that quantity among the various types of fireworks, and the names of the relevant producers and/or importers shall furthermore be stated.

Police shall notify the fire service, the Icelandic Vessels’ Reporting System, and harbour and aviation authorities of fireworks displays. The Commissioner of Police in Reykjavík shall also be sent copies of any permits issued for fireworks displays. 

Permits for fireworks displays shall only be granted if approved by the local health care committee, cf. the Regulations on Licences for Industrial Operations Capable of Causing Pollution. The opinion of the local authority and the chief of the fire service shall also be attached. 

The commissioner of police can limit a permitted display to particular quantities or types of fireworks, revoke a granted permit at any time, or order a fireworks display to be postponed. 

Article 12

Safety

When conducting a fireworks display, the following rules shall be observed:

1. The holder of the permit shall, if the commissioner of police so requires, advertise the display on a notice of 24 hours in the public media, as the commissioner may order in further detail. The holder of the permit shall notify police and aviation authorities not later than 15 minutes before a fireworks display commences.

2. Fireworks displays shall not take place after 23:00 hrs on weekdays, or after 24:00 hrs on weekends.

3. The persons carrying out the display shall not be fewer than two in number at any time.

4. Before preparations for a fireworks display commence, a safety area shall be delimited in a clearly visible manner, for example by strips of plastic tape, at a distance of at least 18 metres.

5. While firing the fireworks the safety area shall be separated from the onlookers in the following manner:

a. 30 metres if fountains or batteries are used.

b. 100 metres if aerial shells of a diameter less than 150 mm (6 inches) are used.

c. At least 130 metres if larger fireworks than defined in (b) above are used.

6. The holder of the permit has the duty of guarding the safety area securely, in the manner police may instruct.

7. No buildings or installations involving fire hazards or danger of damage shall be within the delimited safety area, cf. the provisions of Article 8.

8. Roman candles shall be made of paper, plastic, glass fibre or other comparable material, and designed to minimise the danger of flying parts in case of an explosion. Only Roman candles approved by the Commissioner of Police in Reykjavík shall be used. Reloading of Roman candles and use of Roman candles made of iron is prohibited. 

9. Roman candles shall be fixed thoroughly in place.

10. Adequate fire extinguishing equipment shall be at hand in the firing area, at least two extinguishers for type A fires, for example 9 litre water extinguishers of performance 13A according to the standard ÍST EN3.

11. All persons working in the firing area shall wear helmets with visors and clothing made of fire resistant material.

12. Smoking is prohibited in the firing area.

13. A display may not begin until the fireworks master has reviewed safety factors and permitted firing.

14. When a fireworks display has been completed, an examination shall take place of whether any fireworks that have failed to ignite are left in the area. Any such fireworks shall be destroyed, cf. Article 31. The holder of the permit shall also be responsible for cleaning of the area where a fireworks display has taken place.

CHAPTER III

Production, Importation and Trade

Article 13

Production Licence

No one may produce fireworks for commercial purposes unless licensed to do so by the National Commissioner of Police. A production licence shall grant a right to conduct wholesale trade and a right to import raw materials for the production, provided sale and importation of the substances in question is not restricted by any other administrative provisions. 

A licence for commercial production of fireworks shall only be issued to a registered enterprise with a value added tax number and a particular individual person, who has special knowledge of fireworks and who has attained the age of 18 years, accepting responsibility for the licence. The enterprise must also have a valid operating licence, cf. the Regulations on Operating Licences for Business Operations Capable of Causing Pollution, and the premises used for the production must, in the opinion of the chief of the fire service, fulfil the demands made by the Icelandic Fire Authority.

Article 14

A Producer’s Duties

The holder of a production licence shall observe any instructions police may give concerning the production, and the produced goods shall fulfil the same quality requirements as made with respect to imported fireworks, cf. Article 22.


The producer may only deliver fireworks to persons licensed for trade in fireworks, or to persons who have been permitted by a commissioner of police to use fireworks outside the sales period provided for in Article 2, as evidenced by a valid, written permit.


The producer shall store the fireworks and the raw materials for their production under conditions acceptable to the commissioner of police as regards safety, including with respect to theft, burglary, fire, etc. A limit may be imposed on the quantity of fireworks that can be stored in a single place, and any goods of Category 4 on display shall be kept separated from other fireworks. Where a guard is not provided at all times, the production and storage facilities shall be connected to a guard centre. Keeping and transport of explosive substances, such as powder, shall be governed by the Regulations on Explosives and the Regulations on Transport of Dangerous Goods.

Article 15

Application for Production Licence

An application to the National Commissioner of Police for a production licence shall be signed by a leader of the enterprise on whose behalf the application is made, and endorsed by the person assuming responsibility for the production, if other than the leader. The application shall state the following: 

1.  Full name, National Registry number and address of the enterprise.

2.  Place of production and location of storage facility.
3.  Full name, National Registry number and address of the person assuming responsibility for the production. 

4.  Names and National Registry numbers of the enterprise’s board members.

5.  Description of the prospective product.
6.  Description of the technical knowledge possessed by the person assuming responsibility for production.

A confirmation of the enterprise’s registration from the Icelandic Bureau of Statistics, a value added tax number confirmation from the commissioner of taxes, and an insurance company’s certificate of third party liability insurance covering possible physical injury to persons and damage to property caused by the production, shall be attached to the application. 

Article 16


Before granting a production licence, opinions shall be sought from the commissioner of police, the Occupational Health and Safety Administration, and the chief of the fire service.

Charges payable for production licences and their renewals shall be as provided for in the Excise Act. No licence shall be granted for a period longer than five years.

Article 17

Importation Licence 

Except for fireworks of Category 1, no one may import fireworks for commercial purposes except under a licence granted by the National Commissioner of Police. An importation licence shall also grant the right to wholesale trade in fireworks, but an importer who wants to open a place of retail sale must apply to the local commissioner of police each year for a permit to do so, cf. Article 24. Importation by individual persons of fireworks for their own use is prohibited.

A licence for importation of fireworks for commercial purposes shall only be issued to a registered enterprise or association with a value added tax number, and a particular individual person, who has special knowledge of fireworks and who has attained the age of 18 years, accepting responsibility for the licence.

Article 18

Customs Clearance


Fireworks of Categories 1 – 4 shall not be cleared through customs unless the importer produces an invoice for the importation endorsed by the Commissioner of Police in Reykjavík. An application for such endorsement shall be made for each consignment.


The application shall state the types of fireworks, the quantity of each type, and their sizes and combinations. Fireworks only permitted for fireworks displays according to the Schedule to these Regulations, and any fireworks only used in the theatre or for cinema production and the like, shall be stated separately.

Article 19

The Duties of Importers


An importer shall store fireworks in a manner acceptable to the Commissioner of Police as regards security against theft, burglary, fire, etc. A limit may be imposed as regards the quantity of fireworks stored in the same place, and any goods for display in Category 4 shall be stored separated from other fireworks. If a constant guard is not provided, the magazine shall be connected to a control centre. Explosive substances, such as powder, shall be stored and transported as provided for in the Regulations on Explosives and the Regulations on Transportation of Dangerous Goods.


Apart from an importer’s own retail sale in accordance with Article 17, any sale by an importer to persons other than those licensed for wholesale or retail trade is prohibited.


Fireworks only permitted for fireworks displays (Category 4) may only be sold to persons who have received a police commissioner’s permit for such a display, and the seller shall request that the permit is produced before any sale takes place. The same shall apply with respect to any fireworks intended for use in the theatre, in cinema, etc, cf. Article 30.

Article 20

Application for Importation Licence

An application to the National Commissioner of Police for a licence to import fireworks shall be signed by a leader of the enterprise or association and endorsed by the person assuming responsibility for the importation, if other than the leader. The application shall state the following: 

1.  Full name, National Registry number and address of enterprise.

2.  Location of storage facility. 

3.  Full name, National Registry number and address of the person assuming responsibility for the importation.  

4.  Names and National Registry numbers of the enterprise’s board members.
5.  Description of the technical knowledge possessed by the person assuming responsibility for the production. 

A confirmation of the Icelandic Bureau of Statistics of the enterprise’s registration, a value added tax number confirmation from the commissioner of taxes, and an insurance company’s certificate of third party liability insurance covering possible physical injury to persons and damage to property caused by the production, shall be attached to the application.

Article 21


Before granting a licence, opinions shall be sought from the commissioner of police, the Occupational Health and Safety Administration, and the chief of the fire service.

Charges payable for production licences and their renewals shall be as provided for in the Excise Act. No licence shall be granted for a period longer than five years.

Article 22

Type Approval


The Commissioner of Police in Reykjavík shall control the conformity of fireworks to quality requirements, endorse importation invoices, and assess whether fireworks are adequately marked. The Commissioner shall furthermore issue guidelines relating to minimum markings of fireworks. The Commissioner shall perform his assessment with a view to the Schedule to these Regulations.

The Commissioner of Police in Reykjavík may, before taking a stand with respect to markings on fireworks or their quality, request the importer and/or domestic producer to provide samples of the prospective merchandise, for the Commissioner to examine or have examined at the expense of the importer or producer. Any new types of fireworks that are imported for the first time shall be stated separately on the importation documents.


Importation and sale of fireworks older than two years is prohibited. 

Article 23

Particular Limitations 
The Commissioner of Police in Reykjavík shall decide at each particular time what fireworks shall be permitted, having regard to past years’ experience of their safety in use. He shall annually revise the rules followed, and convene a meeting with importers in order to consider any changes.


The Ministry of Justice can, by a circular to all commissioners of police, limit or prohibit importation and sale of particular types of fireworks. 

Article 24

Retail Sale Licence


No one may sell fireworks by retail unless permitted by the commissioner of police, and subject to fulfilment of the safety requirements provided for in Article 25. Stocks of fireworks shall be stored as provided for in Article 19, the first paragraph. Only fireworks supplied by holders of production and importation licences for commercial purposes may be offered at places of sale. Fireworks of Category 1 are however exempted.


A licence for retail sale of fireworks shall only be issued to an enterprise or association with a value added tax number and a particular individual person, who has special knowledge of fireworks and has attained the age of 18 years, accepting responsibility for the licence. Persons working at a place of sale shall have attained the age of 18 years.


A retail sales licence shall only be granted for the period from 28 December to 6 January each year, and any applications for such licences shall have been received by the commissioner of police not later than four weeks prior to the commencement of the planned sales period.

Article 25

Safety at Places of Sale


The following rules shall apply to places where fireworks, except fireworks of Category 1, are sold:

1. A place of sale occupying a part of a building shall form a separate fire compartment with EI60 walls and covering of class 1. Doors from the place of sale to the other parts of the building shall be EICS60. The place of sale shall be situated along an outer wall, with a door and windows on at least one side. The fire compartment shall be of reasonable area with a view to the volume of sale, and shall contain no objects unrelated to the business. The place of sale shall be on the ground floor.

2. Sale can be allowed from timber huts or marine freight containers of steel, provided their floor area is at least 25 square metres and only a small quantity of merchandise is held in stock. Such huts or containers may however not be placed closer than 15 metres to the nearest building.

3. A magazine attached to a place of sale shall be separated from it by a wall EI60, and all wall coverings shall be of class 1. Any doors in such walls shall be EICS30.

4. Places of sale shall have a door opening leading directly to an open outdoor space. Doors shall be equipped with pumps and shall open outward without the need to turn any doorknobs, i.e. by a push from the inside or a pull from the outside.

5. Moveable lamps connected to mains by electric cords are prohibited at places of sale. As regards electric wiring, a reference shall in other respects be made to the fire chief’s inspection.

6. Open fire of any kind and smoking is prohibited at places of sale, and warning signs to this effect shall be clearly visible, indoors as well as outdoors.

7. At places of sale, thick plastic sheets shall be placed in front of shelves with large fireworks, and the quantity of fireworks placed there shall be moderate.

8. Hand-held fire extinguishers shall be available at places of sale, as well as other fire-fighting equipment as the chief of the fire service may order. 

9. Any sale of fireworks outside the places of sale inspected by the chief of the fire service and approved by the commissioner of police shall be prohibited.

10. Places of sale shall be connected to a guard centre or guarded at all times, or their security ensured by other adequate means in the opinion of the commissioner of police.

11. The commissioner of police may deny an application for a place of sale if its location may endanger traffic, or for any other specific reasons.


Article 26

Application for a Retail Sales Licence


An application for a retail sales licence as provided for in Article 24 shall be sent the  commissioner of police, signed by the leader of the enterprise or association on whose behalf the application is made, and endorsed by the person assuming responsibility for the licence, if other than the leader. The application shall state the following: 

1.  
Full name, National Registry number and address of enterprise.

2.  
Location of sale.

3.  
Full name, National Registry number and address of the person assuming responsibility for the licence.  

An insurance company’s certificate of third party liability insurance covering possible physical injury to persons and damage to property caused by fireworks at the place of sale, and the certificate of the chief of the fire service concerning the place of sale, shall be attached to the application.

Article 27

Export Licences


Except for fireworks of Category 1, no one may export fireworks unless licensed by the National Commissioner of Police to do so. Only fireworks approved by the Commissioner of Police in Reykjavík for use in Iceland may be exported.

Article 28

Application for Export Licence

An application for an export licence shall state the following:

1.  
The applicant’s name, National Registry number and address.

2.  
Location of storage facility.

3.  
Purchaser’s or recipient’s name and address. 

4.  
Type, make and quantity of the goods to be exported.

5.  
Means of transport and date of dispatch.

An insurance company’s certificate of third party liability insurance covering possible physical injury to persons and damage to property caused by fireworks to be exported, and the certificate of the chief of the fire service concerning the storage facility, shall be attached to the application

.

Article 29

An Exporter’s Duties


An exporter shall store fireworks under conditions acceptable to the commissioner of police as regards safety, including with respect to theft, burglary, fire, etc. Where a constant guard is not provided, the storage facility shall be connected to a guard centre. Keeping and transport of explosive substances, such as powder, shall be governed by the Regulations on Explosives and the Regulations on Transport of Dangerous Goods.

The export licence shall be presented to the customs authorities.

Article 30
Special Use of Fireworks
Persons using fireworks for theatrical performances, cinema productions and the like, shall apply to the commissioner of police for a licence for such use. Use of fireworks for such purposes, except fireworks of Category 1, is prohibited for persons not thus licensed.

The provisions of these Regulations shall apply as applicable to fireworks intended for such use. 

Article 31

Destruction of Fireworks


Any fireworks considered dangerous by reason of faults or age, or for any other reason, shall be destroyed. Sellers of fireworks are obliged to receive for destruction any fireworks they have demonstrably sold, if the purchaser so requires. The producer and/or importer shall bear the cost of destroying the fireworks.

The commissioner of police shall be notified of any planned destruction, and the commissioner may, as the case may be, decide, in consultation with the health care committee and the chief of the fire service, where and when the fireworks shall be destroyed. Destruction shall be carried out by a person competent for the task in the opinion of the commissioner of police.
CHAPTER IV

Registration, Control, and Sanctions

Article 32

Registration 

The National Commissioner of Police shall maintain a registry of enterprises licensed to produce and import fireworks for commercial purposes, and commissioners of police shall maintain registries of enterprises licensed for retail sale of fireworks and the number of places of sale. Commissioners of police shall send the National Commissioner copies of any licences issued for fireworks displays and retail sale of fireworks.

Licensees shall maintain inventory accounts of their goods and of their sales, showing any sales of fireworks of Category 4 separately. 

Article 33

Control

Commissioners of police, the Occupational Health and Safety Administration, and each fire service chief in the area of his office shall exercise control of the production of fireworks and trade in fireworks. The officials in question can at any time, also without an approval granted in advance, inspect premises where fireworks are produced or sold or where stocks of fireworks are kept, including for the purpose of ascertaining dispositions concerning fireworks only intended for fireworks displays.

If a commissioner of police deems that premises where fireworks are kept or the keeping of fireworks is inadequate, the fireworks may be provisionally seized, in which case the National Commissioner of Police shall immediately be notified.

If a particular type of fireworks turns out, after its sale has been allowed, to be faulty or particularly dangerous, the National Commissioner of Police can prohibit its further sale and order destruction of the available stocks.

Article 34

Denial of Applications


If denial is contemplated of an application made according to these Regulations, the applicant shall be afforded an opportunity to state his views, cf. Section 13 of the Administrative Procedures Act, No. 37/1993.


A denial of an application made according to these Regulations shall be made in writing, stating its grounds. A mentioning shall be made of the possibility to appeal against the denial to a superior administrative authority within three months from notification of the denial. In each case the recipient shall be notified of the identity of the superior administrative authority.

Article 35

Withdrawal of Licences

An authority, having granted a licence according to these Regulations, can withdraw the licence if the conditions for the licence are no longer deemed to be fulfilled, if the licensee has not obeyed any orders or instructions given, or if there is a reason to fear that the licensee will handle materials or equipment to which the licence relates in an unacceptable manner.

If a danger of injury to persons or damage to property is deemed to exist, an authority having granted a licence may withdraw the licence provisionally without handling the matter as provided for in the Administrative Procedures Act.

The provisions of Section 35 of the Weapons Act, No. 16/1998, shall apply to the revocation of an application.

Article 36

Sanctions


Any violation of rules shall be subject to fines or imprisonment for up to four years as provided for in Chapter VII of the Weapons Act, No. 16 of 25 March 1998, if heavier penalties are not provided for in other acts of law. 

Article 37

Entry into Effect, etc.

These Regulations are issued as authorised by the Weapons Act, No. 16 of 25 March 1998 as later amended, and shall enter into effect at the time of its publication.

These Regulations remove from effect the Regulations on Sale and Handling of Fireworks, No. 536 of 19 December 1988.

The Ministry of Justice and Ecclesiastical Affairs, xx.xx.xxxx
Björn Bjarnason

________________









  Björn Friðfinnsson

Schedule 

General Provisions

Scope

This Schedule to the Regulations on Fireworks defines the requirements made as regards persons allowed to handle and use fireworks and as regards storage of fireworks. The Schedule relates to fireworks for public use, fireworks used in the theatre, cinema productions and the like, and fireworks used for fireworks displays.

Mutual Approvals

In applications are made for importation of fireworks, a mentioning shall be made of whether the fireworks are produced in conformity with European draft standards or adopted European standards. If so, the fireworks will be assumed to fulfil the requirements made in the Regulations on Fireworks and in this Schedule.

Definitions

The term “Firework”:  

Equipment or device containing substances or compounds which, by ignition or other means, is designed to produce effects in the form of light, sound, gases or smoke as a result of chemical reactions. A firework is intended for entertainment, containing pyrotechnic substances that can be burnt and/or exploded to produce visual and/or aural effects.

Exemptions:

The term does not cover specialised fireworks, such as emergency flares or fireworks of military nature. This refers to special technical equipment, such as signal flares or other rescue equipment, or military equipment only intended for training or use in emergency situations.

Fireworks Classification System

Fireworks shall be marked with a classification number as possible. Fireworks of the first three Categories may be sold to the public, but only experts are permitted handling and use of fireworks of Category 4.

Fireworks of Category 1:

Fireworks of slight danger, the use of which is permitted without regard to the user’s age, for use in a circumscribed area, including fireworks for use indoors at any time of the year. 

When using these fireworks as instructed, they may be expected not to cause any injury to persons standing at a distance of 1 m, or any damage to property. Types 1F, 1G and 1I may only be sold at accredited places of sale.

	Table 1 - Fireworks of Category 1

	Type


	Name
	Description
	Main effect
	Notes

	1A
	Amorce
	Dot of impact-sensitive powder inside a case not made of metal
	Report
	Frequently used for toy guns

	1B
	Smoke device
	Contains pyrotechnic substance forming much smoke when burning
	Smoke formation


	Sale to public prohibited

	1C
	Party popper
	Can be hand-held; bursts when a string is pulled
	Report, and confetti may be ejected


	For indoor use

	1D
	Table bomb
	Paper tube with small objects, bursts when a fuse has been lit
	Report; confetti and/or small objects are ejected
	For indoor use

	1E
	Throwdown
	Ball [of paper] containing impact-sensitive powder
	Report produced when the ball is thrown [on to a hard surface]
	Importation prohibited

	1F
	Novelty match
	Stick of wood partially covered with pyrotechnic substance, held in hand and lit by friction
	Sparks and/or impressive flame


	

	1G
	Sparkler
	Wire partially covered by pyrotechnic substance, held by the uncovered end


	Sparks emitted


	Length of wire 40 cm or less. Importation of phosphorus sparklers prohibited

	1H
	Cracker snap
	Two connected strips of paper or cardboard inside a paper tube. Bursts when the strips are pulled.
	Report, and small objects are ejected from the tube


	For indoor use

	1I
	Serpent
	Contains a pyrotechnic substance that expands when burning
	Residue expands as if a balloon were blown
	


Fireworks of Category 2:

Fireworks suitable for outdoor use in gardens or restricted areas. Fireworks of this category create little danger and are intended for outdoor use in limited spaces. Sale of fireworks of types 2D, 2E and 2J to persons 12 to 16 years of age is prohibited. 

When used as instructed, the fireworks of this Category may be expected not to cause any physical injury to persons standing at a distance of 5 m or farther away, or any damage to property.

Any burning or glowing matter falling at a distance greater than 3 m from the point of use must have been extinguished before falling down to an altitude of 3 m above ground.

Any remains, except paper, cardboard and foam plastic ejected to a horizontal distance greater than 3 m from the firework must weigh less than 1.0 g, sticks from rockets not included.

	Table  2 - Fireworks of Category 2

	Type


	Name
	Description
	Main effect
	Notes

	2A
	Banger
	A simple tube containing powder divided into some compartments, or small tubes joined together (maximum 1½” x ¼ “)
	Some small reports, occasionally also crackle or lights
	Sale of bangers with larger pipes prohibited

	2B
	Fountain
	Simple tube containing pyrotechnic substance
	Constant flame, sparks and/or flashes, with or without report
	

	2C
	Roman candle
	Simple tube (maximum outer diameter ½”), containing one or more pyrotechnic units and propellant charges
	One pyrotechnic charge, or more in succession, are emitted from the tube, producing fireballs, flashes and/or aural effects at a distance from the tube
	

	2D
	Battery
	Interconnected tubes ignited on the ground, each containing one or more propellant charges and pyrotechnic units
	The pyrotechnic units are propelled into the air, spread, and produce fireballs, flashes and/or aural effects.
	Sale to persons 12 – 16 years of age prohibited. Sale of batteries only generating explosions is prohibited.

	2E
	Wheel
	Contains pyrotechnic substance. Designed to revolve around a fixed point
	Nailed to a surface. Spins, emitting sparks and flashes, with or without a aural effects
	Sale to persons 12 – 16 years of age prohibited. Sale to public of wheels over 20 cm in diameter prohibited

	2F
	Rocket
	Self-propelled, with stick or sticks (or guiding fins) for maintaining the flight direction
	Ascends, possibly with report and/or emission of pyrotechnic units with flashes and/or aural effects
	

	2G
	Springer
	Self-propelled; ascends into air or bounces on ground
	Spins and flies and/or bounces, producing flashes with or without aural effects
	

	2H
	Garden sparkler
	Wire partially covered by pyrotechnic substance, for sticking into ground or for suspension
	Sparks
	

	2I
	Sparkler
	Wire partially covered by pyrotechnic substance, held by the uncovered end
	Sparks
	Importation of phosphorus sparklers prohibited

	    2J


	Hand flare
	Simple tube with pyrotechnic substance or pyrotechnic units. Wooden handle at one end.
	Sparks, bright flame or some fireballs ejected
	Not to be sold to persons 12-16 years of age

	2X
	Combination
	A firework made of various 2B, 2C, 2E and 2G units combined, with one point of ignition
	Refer to the various fireworks of the combination
	Refer to the various fireworks of the combination


Fireworks of Category 3:

Fireworks suitable for use in large, open areas. The fireworks of this category are to some extent dangerous, and may only be used outdoors in free and unrestricted spaces. Sale of fireworks of this class to persons within 16 years of age is prohibited.

When used as instructed, fireworks of this category are unlikely to cause injury to persons standing at a distance of 25 m or farther away. Persons using them should wear suitable protective clothing

Any burning or glowing matter falling at a distance greater than 20 m from the point of use must have been extinguished before falling down to an altitude of 3 m above ground.

Any remains except paper, cardboard paper and foam plastic ejected to a horizontal distance greater than 20 m from the firework must weigh less than 1.0 g, sticks from rockets not included.

	Table 3 – Fireworks of Category 3

	Type


	Name
	Description
	Main effect
	Notes

	3A
	Firecracker
	Simple tube containing [gun]powder
	Single report
	Importation prohibited

	3B
	Fountain
	Simple tube containing pyrotechnic substance
	Constant flame, sparks and/or flashes with or without aural effect
	

	3C
	Roman candle
	Simple tube containing one or more pyrotechnic units and propellant charges
	One pyrotechnic unit, or more in succession, are projected from the tube, producing fireballs, flashes and/or aural effect  at a distance from the tube
	Sale to public of roman candles of interior diameter over 1.5” is prohibited

	3D
	Battery
	Connected tubes lit on ground, each containing one or more propellant charges and pyrotechnic units
	The pyrotechnic units are projected upwards, spread widely, and produce fireballs, flashes and/or aural effect
	Sale to public of batteries with interior diameter of tubes larger than 2”, and over 25 kg in weight, prohibited. Sale of batteries with no effect other than explosions, and of batteries with two or more fuses, prohibited

	3E
	Wheel
	Contains pyrotechnic substance. Designed to revolve around a fixed point
	Nailed to a surface. Spin, sparks and flashes, with or without aural effect
	Sale to public of wheels exceeding 20 cm in diameter prohibited

	3F
	Rocket
	Self-propelled tube with stick or sticks (or guiding fins) to maintain direction in flight
	Ascends, possibly producing report, and/or emitting pyrotechnic units producing flashes and/or aural effect
	Sale to public of rockets exceeding 80 mm in exterior diameter (tube or ball) prohibited

	3G
	Aerial shell
	Ball or cylinder designed for projection from a mortar (interior diameter 4” or less), containing a propellant charge, delayed fuse, kveikiþráður með töf, primer sprengjari and pyrotechnic units. The ball and the mortar may form a combination.
	The shell is projected from the mortar, bursts, and emits one or more pyrotechnic units producing fireballs, flashes and/or aural effect
	Importation of shells to be projected from mortars less than 3” is prohibited. Sale to public prohibited.

	3X
	Combination firework
	Combination of 3B to 3F units, with one point of ignition
	Refer to the various fireworks of the combination
	


Fireworks of Category 4

Fireworks that are not completed and/or not intended for sale to the public. Fireworks of this category can be very dangerous and are solely intended for fireworks displays, used by experts recognised as fireworks masters, or are unsuitable for public use for any other reason.

	Table 4 – Fireworks of Category 4

	Type
	Name
	Description
	Main effect
	Notes

	4A
	Firecracker
	Simple tube containing gunpowder
	Report
	Importation prohibited

	4B
	Fountain
	Simple tube containing pyrotechnic substance
	Constant flame, sparks and/or flashes with or without aural effect
	

	4C
	Roman candle
	Simple tube containing one or more pyrotechnic units and propellant charges
	One pyrotechnic unit, or more in succession, are projected from the tube, producing fireballs, flashes and/or aural effect at a distance from the tube
	Interior tube diameter over 1,5”

	4D
	Battery
	Connected tubes lit on ground, each containing one or more propellant charges and pyrotechnic units
	The pyrotechnic units are projected upwards, spread widely, and produce fireballs, flashes and/or aural effect
	Interior tube diameter over 2”; weight over 25 kg, or more than one point of ignition

	4E
	Wheel
	Pyrotechnic device designed to revolve around a fixed point
	Nailed to a surface. Spin, sparks and flashes, with or without aural effect
	Over 20 cm in diameter

	4F
	Rocket
	Self-propelled tube with stick or sticks (or guiding fins) to maintain direction in flight
	Ascends, possibly producing report, and/or emitting pyrotechnic units producing flashes and/or aural effect
	Sale to public of rockets more than 80 mm in exterior diameter (tube or ball) prohibited

	4G
	Aerial shell
	Ball or cylinder designed for projection from a mortar, containing a propellant charge, delay fuse, primer, and pyrotechnic units. The ball and the mortar may form a combination.
	The shell is projected from the mortar, bursts, and emits one or more pyrotechnic units producing fireballs, flashes and/or aural effect 
	

	4H
	Firecracker belt
	Interconnected tubes (over 1½” x ¼”) containing powder
	Many reports, even tens of thousands
	

	4I
	Ignition equipment
	Electric primer, delay,  fuse, igniter, etc.
	For connections during fireworks displays, etc.
	

	4X
	Combination firework
	Combination of many 4B to 4F units, with one point of ignition
	Refer to the various fireworks of the combination 
	


Markings on Fireworks and their Packaging

Detailed information concerning the producer, importer or seller, such as a known logo or name, address, and telephone number, shall be stated on fireworks packaging. If the producer is from outside the European Economic Area, the identity of the importer to the Area shall be stated.

Fireworks and their packaging shall be imprinted with, on the one hand, warnings of the danger a firework may cause, for example that a firework is not to be held by hand, etc, and, on the other, instructions for use, for example that a firework shall be held by an outstretched hand, etc.

Warnings and instructions shall be clearly phrased and legible on a background of a single colour. They shall be placed within a common frame, or visible together. Consistency shall be observed as regards the markings on various packaging.

Markings on fireworks and their packaging shall be in Icelandic.    

Markings by Category

Category 1

Any fireworks and fireworks packs containing only Category 1 fireworks shall be imprinted with the following text: “FIREWORKS CAUSING LITTLE DANGER”.
Category 2

Any fireworks and fireworks packs containing only Category 2 fireworks shall be imprinted with the following text: “FIREWORKS FOR OUTDOOR USE” and (for 2D, 2E, and 2J): “Sale to persons within 18 years of age prohibited”.
Category  3

Any fireworks and fireworks packs containing only Category 3 fireworks shall be imprinted with the following text: “POWERFUL FIREWORKS”.  Fireworks of Category 3 shall be imprinted with the following warning: “Danger – Only for use in large, open areas”; “Sale to persons within 16 years of age prohibited”. 

Category 4

Any fireworks of Category 4 and packaging containing fireworks of that Category shall be inscribed with the following warning: “SALE TO PUBLIC, AND USE BY PUBLIC, PROHIBITED”. A description of contents, warnings, and instructions for use shall also be imprinted.

Other Fireworks Markings

	Table 5 


	
	

	Marking


	Name
	Type designation

	Warning – Party Popper

Hold by outstretched hand, point away from body, and pull string with the other hand
	Party popper
	1C

	Warning – Table Bomb

Place in an upright position on a plate. Light the fuse and step away immediately.  Store in a safe place. 
	Table bomb
	1D

	Warning – Sparkler

For outdoor use. Light the end by a match. Hold in outstretched hand, away from clothing and inflammable materials.
	Sparkler
	1G, 2I

	Warning – Banger

Use only outdoors in an open area. Light the fuse by an outstretched hand and withdraw immediately. Store in a safe place.
	Banger


	2A

	Warning – Fountain

Use only outdoors.  Place on an even surface. Light the fuse and withdraw immediately.  Store in a safe place.
	Fountain


	2B, 3B

	Warning – Hand Flare
Use only outdoors. Hold here (the handle) by an outstretched hand, light the fuse, and point away from body.  Store in a safe place.
	Hand flare


	2J

	Warning – Battery

Use only outdoors. Emits fireballs and sparks. Place on a dry and even surface in an open area. Light the fuse and withdraw immediately.  Store in a safe place.
	Battery


	2D, 3D, 3X

	Warning – Box  Battery  / Large Battery
Place box on a dry and even surface in a wide, open area. Safety distance 25 metres. Light fuse and withdraw immediately before fireballs and sparks are emitted. Only for adults, 18 years and older.  Store in a safe place.
	Battery
	3D, 3X

	Warning – Roman Candle

Use only outdoors. Emits fireballs and sparks. Fasten thoroughly or stick the end not containing the fuse firmly into ground. Light the fuse and withdraw immediately.  Store in a safe place.
	Roman Candle
	2C, 3C

	Warning – Wheel

Use only outdoors.  Never affix to a combustible surface. Light the fuse by an outstretched hand and withdraw immediately.  Store in a safe place.
	Wheel


	2E, 3E,

	Warning – Rocket

Fire the rocket out of doors from a firm base. Light the fuse by an outstretched hand and withdraw immediately.  Store in a safe place.
	Rocket


	2F,3F,

	Warning – Spinner / Mini-rocket

Use only outdoors. Place spinner on a dry surface in an open area. Light fuse and withdraw before the device takes to flight.  Store in a safe place.
	Spinner


	2G

	Warning – Springer / Mini-rocket

Use only outdoors. Place springer on a dry surface in an open area. Light fuse and withdraw before the device bounces off along ground.  Store in a safe place.
	Springer
	2G


Inspection of Fireworks

A commissioner of police may take samples of fireworks from the market for inspection and testing in order to ascertain whether the requirements made are fulfilled. Reasonable suspicion of a failure to meet such requirements shall not be necessary for such inspections or tests. 

List of Prohibited Fireworks

The following table lists prohibited fireworks. No person may import, produce or own such fireworks except by special permission of the Commissioner of Police in Reykjavík. The Commissioner of Police in Reykjavík shall decide at each particular time what fireworks shall be permitted, having regard to past years’ experience of their safety in use. In addition to the following types of firework the Commissioner shall maintain a list of individual production units the sale of which has been limited or prohibited as deemed necessary.  These rules shall be revised annually, and the Commissioner may include new types and production units on the prohibition list, or remove them from the list.

	Type
	Name
	Notes

	1B
	Smoke device
	Sale to public prohibited

	1E
	Throwdown
	Importation prohibited

	1G, 2I
	Sparkler
	Importation of phosphorus sparklers prohibited

	2K
	Hand flares
	Importation of hand flares is subject to type testing

	3A, 4A
	Firecracker
	Importation prohibited

	3G, 4G
	Aerial shell
	Importation aerial shells smaller than 3” prohibited


Storage of Fireworks

Places for storing fireworks shall be subject to inspection and approval by, as appropriate, the commissioner of police, the Occupational Health and Safety Administration, and the chief of the fire service. 

Magazines for fireworks shall be designed, furnished and located to prevent any particular danger of fire or explosion, and to ensure that fireworks will not come into the hands of unauthorised persons. 

Premises or facilities where fireworks are stored shall fulfil acceptable safety requirements. When evaluating safety and determining any necessary safety distances the control authorities referred to in the first paragraph shall have regard to the quantities and types of fireworks to be stored at the place in question. Inspections shall be performed with a view to the recognised standards or instructions of the Icelandic Fire Authority relating to fire protection.

Any repacking or other activity is prohibited at a place of storage. Storing fireworks of Category 4 with other fireworks is prohibited.  

A licence is not required for storing an insignificant quantity of fireworks in private homes from 28 December to 6 January, as sale of fireworks to the public, and use of fireworks by the public, is then allowed.

