Draft regulation on the fineness and marking etc. of articles of precious metals

Laid down by the Ministry of Children and Family Affairs……..

Chapter I – Articles of precious metals

A. Ordinary provisions 

Section 1 Standard of fineness

The fineness of an article is the content of the precious metals (pure gold, silver or platinum) measured in terms of parts per thousand by weight of alloy.

  These standards of fineness are allowed to be marked: 

a) for gold, 916, 750 and 585

b) for silver, 925 and 830

c) for platinum, 950

  The standard of fineness for an article of precious metal which lays between two defined standards for the metal, shall be considered to be the closest lower defined standard. 

   Only articles which satisfy the above mentioned requirements can be described as gold, silver or platinum.

Section 2 Use of solder

On articles of gold, silver or platinum one shall use solder with the following fineness:

a) Gold

The solder used on articles of gold shall be of the same fineness as the article in question, with the following exceptions:  On filingree and watch cases of a fineness of 750 solder of a fineness of at least 740 per thousand of gold shall be used.

b) Silver

Solder used on articles of silver with fineness 925 shall be of at least 650 per thousand of silver.

Solder used on articles of silver with fineness 830 shall be of at least 550 per thousand of silver.

c) Platinum

Solder used on articles of platinum shall be of at least 995 per thousand of gold, silver platinum or palladium.

Only amounts necessary for joining shall be used when using solder which has a lower standard of fineness than the article it self. Such solder shall not be used for the purpose of strengthening, weighting or filling. 

Section 3 Control with fineness of precious metals

When controlling the fineness of precious metals the following methods of analyzing shall be used:

a) for gold – cupellation method or spectrometric method

b) for silver – volumetric (potentiometric) method using potassium bromide or volumetric (potentiometric) method using sodium chloride or potassium chloride

c) for platinum – gravimetric method after precipitation of diammoniumhexachloroplatinate, gravimetric method by reduction with mercurous chloride, spectrometric method or atomic absorption

d) The Assay Office can use touchstone testing or X-ray fluorescence spectroscopy on suitable alloys.

The Assay Office shall be convinced that all parts of all the controlled articles fill stipulated requirements of fineness by the number of tests carried out and analyzed.

Section 4 Marking with fineness mark and responsibility mark

 Articles which are in accordance with the above defined standards of fineness can be marked with a registered responsibility mark or a fineness mark in Arabic numerals showing the fineness in parts per thousand. Fineness marks for articles of silver can contain the letter S after the number indicating the level of fineness. Fineness marks for articles of platinum shall contain the letters Pt after the number indicating the level of fineness.

  Other marks can be used as long as they can not be mistaken for the above mentioned marks.

  Responsibility marks, which shall be registered in Norway, shall consist of the name of the producer, an abbreviation of it, or a symbol. Registration of responsibility marks are made by Norwegian Patent Office (“Styret for det industrielle rettsvern”), cf. regulation on registration of responsibility marks of 23 November 1983.

  When the Assay Office shall use a fineness stamp the mark of the assay office must also be used. The mark of the assay office is a standing lion with axe encircled.

Section 5 Marking with stamp of fineness and responsibility mark on articles made of different alloys of precious metals

If an article consists of different precious metal alloys, and if the colour and extent of each alloy are clearly visible, the fineness mark and responsibility mark shall be applied on one precious metal alloy and the appropriate fineness mark on the other(s).

  If an article consists of different precious metal alloys and if the colour and extent of each alloy is not visible, the fineness marks and responsibility marks shall be applied on the least precious metal. Fineness mark(s) for the more precious metal alloy(s) shall not be applied.

B. Special provisions for articles which are stamped with the Common Control Mark (CCM) under the Vienna-convention on control and stamping of articles of precious metal 

Section 6 Provisions for articles stamped with the Common Control Mark (CCM) 

Provisions from sections 7 to 9 inclusive in addition to ordinary provisions applies for articles which shall be stamped with the Common Control Mark. Countries which have acceded to the Vienna-convention shall not normally control import of articles applied with this stamp.

Section 7 Use of base metal parts

Base metal parts in precious metal articles shall be prohibited except as follows:

a) Movements of propelling pencils, clocks and watches, the internal mechanism of lighters and similar mechanisms where precious metals are unsuitable for technical reasons;

b) Blades of knives and such parts of bottle openers and corkscrews and similar articles for which precious metals are unsuitable for technical reasons;

c) springs;

d) wire for joints of silver hinges;

e) pins for silver brooches.

Base metal parts where practicable shall be stamped or engraved “METAL” or with a specific designation of the metal; where this is impracticable these shall be readily distinguishable by colour from the precious metal. These requirements shall not apply to clock or watch movements. Base metal shall not be used for the purpose of strengthening, weighting or filling.

Section 8 Use of non-metallic substances

The use of non-metallic parts shall be permitted provided these are clearly distinguishable from the precious metal, they are not plated or coloured to resemble precious metals and their extent is visible. 

Section 9 Marking with the Common Control Mark

For articles which shall be marked with the Common Control Mark no negative tolerance is permitted beyond the limit for  acknowledged inaccuracies for methods of analyzes mentioned under section 3 a)-c).

  Articles found to be all right, and which are marked with a registered responsibility mark and a mark of fineness (cf. section 4), can be marked with the assay office mark and the Common Control Mark in accordance with provisions of the Vienna-convention.

  Whenever possible, all marks shall be placed in immediate proximity to each other. The registered responsibility mark and the mark of fineness can be punched, cast or engraved on the article. The responsibility mark of the assay office and the Common Control Mark shall be punched on the article.

  If an article consists of parts which are hinged or readily separable, the above mentioned marks shall be applied to the main part. Where practicable the Common Control Mark shall be applied also to lesser parts.

  The Common Control Mark shall consist of the representation of a balance, together with the number in Arabic numerals showing the standard of fineness of the article in parts per thousand in relief on a lined background surrounded by a shield indicating the nature of the precious metal as follows:

· for gold articles:

· for silver articles:

· for platinum articles:

Chapter II – Articles with a layer of precious metal

Section 10 Coating of precious metal articles

Precious metal coating must be of at least the same fineness as the article or of a more precious metal.

Section 11 Gilding, silver plating and platinum plating
An article can be described as gilded, silver plated or platinum plated if it to the article is added a coat of respectively gold, silver or platinum by electrochemical method.

Section 12 Filled gold

An article can be described as filled gold if it to the article is added a coat of gold with a thickness of at least 10 my (my = tenth of thousand millimetre).  

 Watch cases can be describe as filled gold if it to the article is added a coat of gold with a thickness of at least 5 my.

Section 13 Plate

An article can be described as plate if it to the article is added 40 gram silver plating which to cutlery means that it to the article shall be added at least 1,67 gram silver per square decimetre equivalent of a thickness of 15,9 and to silverware it shall be added at least 1,07 gram silver per square decimetre equivalent of a thickness of 10,2 my.

Chapter III – Penalty – Commencement 
Section 14 Penalty
Intended or negligent violation of provisions in this regulation is punished according to section 375 in the Penalty Act if not more severe penalty provisions come to use.

Section 15 Commencement

These regulations come into force…… Regulations 29 November 1985 (with amendment 21 August 1989) on how the fineness of articles of precious metals shall be decided, about solder, about stamping etc., about articles coated with precious metal shall be repealed as from the same date.

