Translated from Icelandic:

Draft Bill

in respect of measures against pollution caused by non-reusable beverage packaging

(Presented in Althingi at its 132st session, 2005-2006)

Article 1

Imported beverages in reusable packaging made of steel, aluminum, glass or plastic shall be subject to a deposit, which shall be collected upon clearance in customs. The deposit shall amount to ISK 7.23 excluding value-added-tax per unit of packaging and the minister shall increase the maximum amount in conformity with the changes of the consumer index effective as of the latest increase of the deposit. The same deposit shall be collected on beverages that are manufactured or bottled in Iceland and sold in similar packaging as those stated above. The deposit shall be paid parallel to the commodity charge on Icelandic beverages. In addition to the deposit, a handling fee shall be collected by the same token on any packaging unit of steel, glass, and plastic, amounting to, excluding value-added-tax, ISK 3.40 on steel packaging, ISK 2.50 on glass packaging exceeding 500 ml in size, ISK 1.80 on glass packaging sized 500 ml or less, ISK 1.80 on packaging of colored plastic, and ISK 0.76 on uncolored plastic packaging.

To the extent not stipulated by this act, the provisions of Act no. 97/1987 in respect of commodity charges with later amendments, shall apply to the implementation, collection, penalties, complaints, monitoring and other execution of the charging cf. this article.

Article 2

The minister of industry shall promote the establishment of an undertaking to supervise the deposit, as well as collecting and recycling non-reusable packaging that falls under the provisions of this act. For the purpose of creating collaboration on the establishment and operation of the undertaking, the minister of industry is authorized to recruit parties that are interested in this matter. Agreements may be entered into with the undertaking on it receiving a handling fee from the deposit to cover its operation, as well as a deposit from the packaging that is not returned.

The State Treasury is authorized to be a partner in the undertaking and invest up to ISK 12 million for this purpose. 

The undertaking shall have an exclusive right in respect of the aforementioned activities in Iceland.

Article 3

Consumers shall be reimbursed the deposit upon reception of used packaging subject to the deposit. Additionally, such payment shall be made to individuals, undertakings or organizations that undertake collecting such packaging for destruction or recycling.

The undertaking shall see to the establishment of an efficient arrangement for the nationwide collection of packaging subject to the deposit. The undertaking shall furthermore recycle packaging or bring it for recycling or destruction.

The undertaking shall emphasize utmost results in the collection of packaging subject to the deposit, and shall collaborate with the municipalities, individuals, undertakings and organizations on special cleaning campaigns focusing on the collection of packaging subject to the deposit. Collaboration shall also be sought with the parties who have facilities for processing the packaging.

Article 4

The regulation, which the minister for the environment sets, shall further stipulate the implementation of this act, for example, regarding the amount, the collection and reimbursement of the deposit, the type and selection of the material of beverage packaging subject to the deposit, and the amount of the handling fee. The criteria for deciding the handling fee shall be to enable the undertaking to cover the expenses of its operation and that it may yield a modest return on the share capital.

The minister for the environment is authorized to decide a prohibition in the regulation of the use of non-reusable beverage packaging that is difficult to destroy or recycle cf. this Act.

Article 5

Violations of this act may result in fines unless more severe penalty may be applied on grounds of other law.

Article 6

This act has been notified in conformity with Directive 98/34/EU, which sets rules on the arrangement of the exchange of information in respect of technical rules, and shall enter into force immediately.

