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Draft Regulation Amending the General Regulation of 8th July 1983 no. 1252 concerning the Production and Sale etc of Foodstuffs
Laid down by the Ministry of Health pursuant to §§ 9 and 15 of the Food Act
I

The following amendments are made to the General Regulation of 8th July 1983 no. 1252 concerning the Production and Sale etc of Foodstuffs:
§ 16a shall read:

§ 16a. Foodstuffs and foodstuffs’ ingredients including additives, flavourings and extraction solvents for use in foodstuffs containing, consisting of or produced from genetically modified organisms, may not be sold or marketed unless the Norwegian Food Safety Authority has granted its authorisation for this. This does not apply to:

1. products covered by the Act of 2nd April 1993 no. 38 (The Gene Technology Act), 

2. products which are produced with genetically modified organisms, but where the final product does not contain material from the original genetically modified material, including genetically modified processing aids and foodstuffs which have been treated with genetically modified processing aids.

The obligation to be authorised pursuant to the first paragraph does not apply to adventitious or technically unavoidable presence of genetically modified material provided that the establishment can document this, and provided that:

1. the occurrence does not exceed 0.9 % if the genetically modified material has been authorised in the EU, or 

2. the occurrence does not exceed 0.5 % if the genetically modified material has been subject to a risk assessment and has been deemed to be safe from the point of view of health by either the EFSA/EU’s Scientific Committees or the Norwegian Scientific Committee for Food Safety and that the method of analysis is publicly available.
In connection with the application or authorisation the Norwegian Food Safety Authority may require methods of analysis, test material and traceability, etc. 
The obligation to be authorised pursuant to the first subsection, first sentence also applies to foodstuffs and foodstuff ingredients, except additives, flavourings and extraction solvents for use in foodstuffs, which according to the method of manufacturing and/or composition shall be considered to be new products on the Norwegian market. The Norwegian Food Safety Authority decides should doubt exist what is considered to be a new foodstuff or new foodstuff ingredient. 
Food additives, flavourings and extraction solvents which shall be authorised pursuant to the first subsection, and which already exist on the Norwegian market, can still be sold provided that within six months after this regulation has entered into force a notification has been sent to the Norwegian Food Safety Authority containing information concerning the substances.  Within three years after this regulation has entered into force an application for authorisation concerning these substances must be made pursuant to § 16a.


The Norwegian Food Safety Authority may pass supplementary regulations regarding the implementation of the provisions in this section.  

II

This regulation enters into force immediately.
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