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Draft Regulation on Organic Farming

Chapter 2 Additional National Requirements 

Draft § 5 Greenhouse production 

Organic greenhouse production shall take place in houses or departments which are completely separate from conventional production. The Norwegian Food Safety Authority can give approval for the cultivation of different varieties, organic and conventional in the same house or department, if, in the conventional production there are no chemical or synthetic plant protection products, or additional nutrition from non-organic solutions which can come into contact with the organic production.

Exclusive greenhouse production is only allowed when the recirculation of organic material is ensured within the operations, and is conditional on the use of undercrop, intercropping and crop rotation where it is possible.

The production shall be based upon natural light. Artificial lighting can only be used alone during parts of the cultivation period. Artificial heating is allowed. The addition of CO2 is allowed if the gas is a bi-product from other production.

Thermal sterilisation of soil in a greenhouse requires approval from The Norwegian Food Safety Authority.

Draft § 6 Growth medium and the addition of nutrients in greenhouses, plastic tunnels and benches.
Dead growth medium alone, such as rock wool, water with nutrition and similar solutions, are not allowed in organic production.

When converting to organic production of soil beds which have previously been used for conventional cultivation, there is a two year conversion period before sowing or planting. In the case of a complete change of conventional soil there is no conversion period if the new soil and fertilizer is organically approved.

When mixing new growth medium to the soil beds, tubs, pots and benches a minimum of 50% of the total nitrogen shall come from organically approved operations. Additional ingredients and nutritional content must comply with Regulation 

(EC) No 2092/91, as amended by the Regulations listed in § 4, Annex II A. Organic soil is approved for use, and the nutritional content from the soil can then be included as the organic part.

When fertilizing soil beds and tubs where the growth medium is not changed before sowing or planting, 50% of the total nitrogen shall come from organically approved operations. The additional part of the total nitrogen must comply with Regulation (EC) No 2092/91, as amended by the Regulations listed in § 4, Annex II A.

When top dressing, the operator shall as a general rule use fertilizer substances from organically approved operations. If such fertilizing substances are not available, or the compilation or quality is not satisfactory it is permitted to use fertilization substances which comply with Regulation (EC) No 2092/91, as amended by the Regulations listed in § 4, Annex II A.

The upper limit for the addition of domestic animal fertilizer of 17 kg total nitrogen per day per year does not apply to greenhouse production where this takes place in pots and tubs.

If small plants are bought in for further cultivation these shall also be produced in accordance to the national rules for growth medium and the addition of nutrition in this paragraph.

Draft § 7 Coppersubstances as plant protection products

The use of coppersubstances as plant protection products is not allowed in organic production.
Draft § 8 The keeping of rabbits
In the case of rabbits there is a 10 week conversion period.

Rabbits shall have daily access to open air runs when the weather and condition of the ground allows it. Rabbits can be kept outside in pens or transportable grazing cages. Rabbits shall have the opportunity to conceal themselves. The outside area for rabbits shall mainly consist of soil with grass and vegetation and there shall be access to water. Every second year the outside area shall have a rest period for at least one year.

Rabbits shall be kept in bins. Slaughter animals and angora rabbits shall be kept in common bins, whereas breeding animals can be kept in individual bin. The bins shall have a solid floor over at least half of the area to make it possible to use straw. The remaining floor can comprise of netting or slats. The breeding bins shall have nest boxes. 

There can be a maximum of 25 animals in each bin. The minimum available area per animal shall be:

Angora rabbits:
0,2m2 

Slaughter animals:
0,3m2
Breeding animals:
0,7m2
A female rabbit shall not have more than 4 litters per year. The young rabbits shall not be taken from their mother before they at the earliest are 5 weeks old.

The feed ration for rabbits shall contain milk from rabbit for a minimum of 5 weeks after birth. Rabbits shall have a minimum of 60% coarse feed calculated in energy content and on a yearly basis.

Draft § 9 Slaughter pigs - feeding indoors during last living period 
The opportunity for feeding indoors during the latter living period as in Regulation (EC) No 2092/91, as amended by the Regulations listed in § 4, Annex I B, paragraph 8.3.4 is only applicable to slaughter pigs.

Draft § 10 Floors in housing for sheep

The requirement that at least half of the indoor area for mammals shall have solid floor, as in Regulation (EC) No. 2092/91, as amended by the Regulations listed in § 4, Annex I B paragraph 8.3.5, is not applicable to sheep.

Draft § 11 Poultry – outdoor areas- rest period

The outdoor area for poultry shall have a rest period of at least 3 months after each introduction, Regulation (EC) No 2092/91, as amended by the Regulations listed in § 4, Annex I B.

Draft § 12 Feeding with milk which has been kept back
Milk which has been held back as a result of treatment with antibiotics or chemically-synthesised veterinary medicinal products cannot be used as feed for organic animals before the fifth day following the treatment. Feeding with milk which has been kept back after this period is considered as organic feed portion.

From 1 month before slaughter, no animals must be fed with milk that has been held back.  

Draft § 13 Feeding milk to calves

Calves shall be able to suckle for at least 3 days after birth. During shorter suckling periods than 1 month, calves shall drink from a teat until they are 1 month old.

Draft § 14 Rough grazing (grazing in outlying land)
All grazing in national parks, national reservations, and grazing areas in mountain beech forest and above the tree line, is considered as organic feeding. Feed from grazing areas in outlying land where there is active forestry operations can also be considered as organic feed if a maximum of 10% of the total area is treated with non-approved input factors (including planting of chemically treated small plants) according to Regulation (EC) No 2092/91, as amended by the Regulations listed in § 4, Annex I B, paragraph 4.6.

Draft § 15 Bees – flight area

In addition to the requirements in compliance with Regulation (EC) No 2092/91, as amended by the Regulations listed in § 4, Annex I part C, the conventional cultivation of rape or turnip rape in the flight area shall not represent more than 5% of the cultivated land within a radius of 3 km of the bee hive.

Draft § 16 Use of additives and processing aids in organic products from animals.

Only additives and processing aids which are approved for use in organic vegetable products in Regulation (EC) No 2092/91, as amended by the Regulations listed in § 4, are approved for use as additives and processing aids in organic animal products.
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