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EEA INFORMATION PROCEDURE ON DRAFT TECHNICAL REGULATIONS ACCORDING TO DIRECTIVE 98/34/EEC (ANNEX II, CHAPTER XIX, 1. EEA AGREEMENT)

 

TO: ESA

 

1.

 

2. N

 

3.A. 

Royal Ministry of Trade and Industry

Department for industrial and Trade Issues

P.O.Box 8014 DEP

N-0030 OSLO

Norway

3 B. 

Royal Ministry of Health and Care Services

P.O.Box 8011 DEP

N-0030 OSLO

Norway

Competent Authority:
Norwegian Food Safety Authority (Mattilsynet)

P.O.Box 383

N-2381 Brummundal

Norway

4. 2005/9039/N
 

5. 

 Utkast til forskrift xx. nr. xx. om endring av forskrift 21 desember 1993 nr. 1381 om materialer og gjenstander i kontakt med næringsmidler.

Draft regulation ddmmyy No. XX amending Regulation 21 December 1993 No. 1381 on Materials and Articles in Contact with Foodstuffs

6. 

 1) All materials and articles: An obligation for business operators to send notifications to Norwegian Food Safety Authority (Mattilsynet)

2) All materials and articles: Requirement on control on critical points (in-house control)

3) Materials and articles made of glass, metals and non-ceramics without enamel/coating for food contact: Extraction of lead and cadmium.

7. 

 

8. 

 1) All materials and articles: Introducing an obligation for business operators who are about to start producing, importing or wholesaling materials and articles to send a written notification to Norwegian Food Safety Authority (Mattilsynet)

2) All materials and articles: Introducing an obligation for business operator having duties according to Regulation 21 December 1993 No. 1381 on Materials and Articles in Contact with Foodstuffs to fulfil requirement on control on critical points in Regulation 15 December 1994 No. 1187 on in-house control to fulfil food law section 5a.

3) The proposed Regulation prohibits placing on the market materials and articles made of glass, metals and non-ceramics without enamel/coating, made for food contact, releasing lead and cadmium in amounts above the given restrictions. the restrictions are applied to ensure that tolerable daily intake is not exceeded for neither of the metals.

9.

1) There is a need for the Norwegian Food Safety Authority (Mattilsynet)

 to know who are the importers, produces and wholesalers of food contact materials on the Norwegian market. This to establish effective control with the business operators and to ensure that food contact materials fulfil all requirements in Regulations 21 December 1993 No. 1381 on Materials and Articles in Contact with Foodstuffs.

2) In-house control is the general principle for most of the control activities carried out by the Norwegian Food Safety Authority (Mattilsynet). Therefore it is logical that control with food contact materials is carried out the same way, and that verification of fulfilment of Regulation 21 December 1993 No. 1381 on Materials and Articles in Contact with Foodstuffs is related to procedures and systems established by the industry.

3) The existing Regulation on glass, metals and non-ceramics without enamel/coating is more than twenty years old. A risk assessment from the Norwegian Scientific Committee for food safety (VKM), states that there is need for reduced maximum limits for leas and cadmium for these materials and articles. Today´s restrictions for lead and cadmium are far too high to ensure adequate consumer protection. Using the same approach as in comparable EU-legislation for food contact materials (e.g. plastic materials and articles), articles made of glass, metal and non-ceramics without enamel/coating will significantly exceed tolerable daily intake, if the products are used on a daily basis for consumption of acidic foodstuffs. Maximum limits should be established on a level that protect the whole population – including consumers that frequently use articles made of glass, metals and non-ceramics without enamel/coating.

   

10. 
 Opinion from VKM – Risk assessment of health hazards from lead and cadmium extracted from glass, metals and non-ceramics without enamel/coating, enclosed and available on the Internet: http://www.vkm.no/eway/get.aspx?id=15772
11.

 Yes

12.

 Lead and cadmium are toxic metals. In order to protect public health and to comply with the current legislation, products as mentioned in (8), not fulfilling the new restrictions, shall not be placed on the market in Norway.

Please find enclosed opinion from VKM, Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids, Materials in contact with food and cosmetics. “Risk-assessment of health hazards from lead and cadmium extracted from glass, metals or non-ceramic materials without enamel/coating”

13.

 NO

14.

 NO

15.

 

16. 

TBT: 

SPS: 

 

 

 

