Proposed regulations relating to requirements for vessels that capture and transport live fish

Laid down by the Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs ……………. pursuant to Section 8 of Act no. 15 of 26 March 1999 relating to the right to participate in fishery and hunting of marine animals and Section 30 of Act no. 73 of 20 December 1974 relating to the welfare of animals.

§ 1 Purpose

The purpose of these regulations is to ensure that the vessel is equipped so that responsible handling of the fish with respect to the welfare of the fish is ensured on board. 

§ 2 Scope

These regulations apply to all vessels that capture and transport live fish of species other than saithe, mackerel, herring and sprat, but not shellfish and molluscs.

§ 3 Equipment and devices on board in general

Equipment and devices on board shall: 

a)
not have any angles, edges, protrusions or materials that can injure the fish or cause any unnecessary stress,

b)
be adapted to the size of the fish,

c)
entail minimal risk of injury to the fish, including during handling,

d)
be designed so that it is easy to inspect the fish,

e)
be adapted for a high level of cleanliness, and

f)
be well-suited for the location where they will be used, taking into account the weather conditions etc.

§ 4 Requirements for equipment to board the fish

For fishing with purse seines, the vessel shall be equipped so that the fish can be boarded in a water-filled bag.

§ 5 Requirements for sorting vats on board

The vessel shall be equipped with a partially water-filled sorting vat on deck. The size, design and location of the vat shall be such that all the fish from each lifting or landing operation can be sorted so gently and quickly that it does not entail any risk of injury or unnecessary stress to the fish.

§ 6 Requirements for transfer devices on board

Between the sorting vat and the transport chamber, the vessel shall be equipped with devices so that the fish can be transferred to or from the transport room without subjecting the fish to crushing, blows, scraping or free falls at any point in the process. 

The vessel shall be equipped with devices that ensure that the fish can be transferred to the recovery cage without subjecting the fish to crushing, blows, scraping or free falls at any point in the process. 
The devices mentioned in the first and second paragraphs shall be equipped so that the fish are counted automatically.

§ 7 Requirements for transport chambers on board

The transport chamber shall be designed with a flat bottom that is perforated so that water flows up over the entire surface. The circulation shall be arranged so that an even and regular flow of water up from the entire bottom surface is ensured. The minimum pump capacity at any given time shall provide a flow of water equal to 0.5 litres of water per kilo fish per minute.

§ 8 Relationship to other rules

The rules in these regulations do not limit the rules that otherwise stipulate requirement’s for the vessel’s suitability, equipment and crew so that it can engage in fishing for the purpose of landing fish dead.

§ 9 Approval

The vessel shall be approved by the Norwegian Food Safety Authority with respect to the welfare of the fish before the start of fishing operations. 

Conditions may be attached to such approval, and the approval may be made time limited. In the event of a violation of the conditions or provisions set forth pursuant to Act no. 73 of 20 December 1974 relating to the welfare of animals, the approval may be revoked.

Documentation of the vessel, equipment and suitability of the fishing method shall be submitted in the application for approval. The Norwegian Food Safety Authority may demand additional documentation.

§ 10 Inspections

The Norwegian Food Safety Authority may demand the submission of documentation in connection with inspections.
§ 11 Penal provisions

Wilful or negligent violation is punishable pursuant to Section 29 of Act no. 14 of 26 March 1999 relating to the right to participate in fishery and hunting of marine animals and Section 31 of Act no. 73 of 20 December 1974 relating to the welfare of animals.

§ 12 Entry into force

These regulations enter into force on xxxxxxxxxxx.

