Proposed regulations to amend regulations as a result of the introduction of rules for capture-based aquaculture

Laid down by the Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs ……………. pursuant to Section 8 of Act no. 15 of 26 March 1999 relating to the right to participate in fishery and hunting of marine animals, Section 30 of Act no. 73 of 20 December 1974 relating to the welfare of animals and Act no. 124 of 19 December 2003 relating to food production, food safety, etc.

I

The following amendments shall be made to Regulations no. 1878 of 22 December 2004 relating to participation in sea fishing:
A new Chapter XVII shall read:

Chapter XVII Capture, recovery and intermediate storage of fish that are to be kept alive
§ 78 Scope

The provisions in this chapter do not apply to shellfish and molluscs

§ 79 Capture of fish that are to be kept alive in general

The activities shall be carried out in a responsible manner in consideration of the welfare of the fish. The period of time that the fish are kept out of water or forced shall be as short as possible. The fish shall be handled gently when they are caught, transported, stored and otherwise handled. The fish shall not be exposed to any stress greater than allows most of the catch recover and swim pelagically after three days.

Everyone on board must have received the necessary training on the relevant fishing method before the start of fishing operations. This training shall also provide knowledge of how the fishing shall be carried out in a responsible manner in consideration of the welfare of the fish.  

§ 80 Fishing with purse seines

A bag with a knotless line and flexible side panels shall be used for fishing with purse seines.

The volume of fish caught on each deployment shall be reasonable in consideration of the welfare of the fish.

A water-filled bag shall be used when boarding the catch when fishing with purse seines. If such a bag is mounted on the gear during fishing it shall be open on the end and isolated from the actual fish bag so that it does not affect to the selection characteristics of the gear.

§ 81 Fishing depth

The fish shall be captured from a depth that entails as little injury and stress as possible to the fish. Consideration shall be given in particular to ensure that the pressure changes that arise during capture do not entail any permanent injury. Eye rupturing shall be avoided.

§ 82 Sorting requirements

The fish shall be sorted before they are transferred to the transport compartment. Fish that have been injured or weakened due to other reasons and fish that are significantly larger or smaller than the average size shall be removed during sorting. The same applies to the transfer to the recovery cage. Fish that are removed during sorting shall be killed immediately by throat cutting. 

§ 83 Requirements for fishing gear and the use of pumps

The fishing gear shall be suitable based on consideration of the welfare of the fish. If hook gear is used, the catch shall be sorted so that injured fish are removed and killed immediately by throat cutting.

Vacuum pumps that produce undesirably high pressure when boarding or landing fish that are to be kept alive shall not be used. Pumps/pipe arrangements based on the siphon principle with a high volume and low pressure can be used. 

§ 84 Requirements for equipment used to land the fish

The mesh size and surface of landing nets shall be designed so that the fish are not injured during transfer from the transport compartment. The amount of fish landed with a net at the same time shall be limited so that the fish on the bottom of the landing net do not risk crushing injuries. 

§ 85 Transport

The transport shall be carried out in a manner that effectively safeguards the health and welfare of the fish. In this connection, the fish density in the transport compartment and the fish’s need for fresh and clean seawater shall be taken into account. 

The fish shall be transported to their destination as quickly as possible. 

§ 86 Location of recovery and temporary storage cages

Cages for recovery and temporary storage shall be located at least 2.5 kilometres from aquaculture facilities.

§ 87 Requirements for recovery cages and their use

Fish that are captured alive and transported on board shall be placed in a recovery cage the first time they are transferred to a cage.

Requirements for the design and rearing of fish in recovery cages:

a)
the bottom shall be flat and taut

b)
maximum volume of fish permitted per square meter of bottom space is 50 kg,

c)
the water quality shall be good and the light conditions shall be adequate,

d)
fish in recovery cages shall be monitored daily,

e)
the design of the recovery cage shall facilitate inspection of the fish, and

f)
sick, injured or dead fish shall be removed and killed by throat cutting.

The fish shall be kept in recovery cages until it can be ascertained that all the fish are swimming pelagically and respond to external stimuli.

§ 88 Requirements for temporary storage cages and their use

Fish shall be transferred to a deeper cage after their recovery. The behavioural and physiological needs of the fish shall be met. In addition, the following requirements also apply:

a.
the fish in a cage shall be of a similar size

b.
sick, injured or dead fish shall be removed and killed by throat cutting

c.
the fish shall be monitored regularly

d.
the fish shall be given a daily feeding when a maximum of fours weeks has passed after their recovery.

§ 89 Health inspections

In the event of heightened mortality or the suspicion of a contagious or non-contagious disease in connection with recovery or temporary storage, a veterinarian or fish health biologist shall be notified immediately, and a health inspection shall be conducted to determine the cause. Any incidents of contagious or non-contagious diseases shall be recorded. 

At least one health inspection of the fish shall be conducted during their recovery and temporary storage before the fish are delivered to an aquaculture facility.

§ 90 Inspections

The Norwegian Food Safety Authority may demand the submission of documentation in connection with inspections.

The current Chapter XVII will become the new Chapter XVIII.

The current Section 79 will be the new Section 92 and shall read:

§ 92 Penal provisions

Any person who wilfully or negligently violated the provisions prescribed in or pursuant to these regulations may be punished pursuant to Section 53 of Act no. 40 of 3 June 1983 relating to sea-water fisheries etc., Section 8 of Act no. 91 of 17 December 1976 relating to Norway’s economic zone, or Section 31 of Act no. 73 of 20 December 1974 relating to the welfare of animals.
