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3.A. 

ROYAL MINISTRY OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY,

Economic Policy Department

P.O. BOX 8014 DEP

0030 OSLO

Norway

3 B. 

ROYAL MINISTRY OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY,

Department of Regulatory Affairs and Shipping

4.
2005/9049/N
 

5. 

 Draft Act relating to Ship Safety

6. 

Safety measures for ships

7. 

 

8. 

 The draft Act is mainly an authorisation for the Government to lay down more spesific requirements to ships safety and environment and is drafted in very general terms. Penalties and administrative sanctions are also covered in the draft Act. The new Act will replace several existing Acts covering these areas. The spesific requirements for ships safety and environment are laid down in national regulations with legal authority in the existing acts. Safety of ships and protection of the marine environment is to a large extent regulated internationally and regionally by EU legislation. 

Parts of the draft Act contain provisions which are regulated by EU legislation, but the implementation measures are given in national regulations with legal authority in the existing acts. E.g. the Act contains a general provision regarding certificates, cf. section (§) 3-5. For some categories of ships certificates are regulated by the EU, e.g. passenger ships according to directive 98/18/EC and fishing vessels according to directive 97/70/EC. These directives have been implemented into Norwegian legislation and the draft section (§) 3-5 does not affect the correct implementation of the mentioned directives. Similarly, section (§) 3-4 lay down general provisions for cargo handling and stability and give the Government authority to lay down more spesific requirements. Such regelations are already laid down, inter alia in a regulation implementing directive 2001/96/EC. 

9. 

 The main purpose with the draft Act is to modernise the existing acts covering this area. The most important existing Act is the Seaworthiness Act from 1903. The legal structure, language and balance of this Act are inadequate today, and a more modern legislation is needed. The Act itself does not introduce any new material requirements to ships, but is  a restructuring, consolidation and modernising of existing acts.

10. 
·  Act of 9 June 1903 No.7 relating Public Control of the Seaworhiness of Ships etc.

· Act of 19 June 1964 relating to the Measurement of Ships

· Act of 17 Juni 1966 No. 2 relating to Hovercraft

· Act of 5 June 1981 No. 42 relating to qualifications of Seafarers on Ships and Mobile Offshore Drilling Units
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NO
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NO
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