Proposal for:

Act relating to Ship Safety 

Chapter 1 – Introductory provisions

§ 1-1 The purpose of the Act

The purpose of this Act is to safeguard life, health, property and the environment by:

a) promoting a high level of safety on ships;

b) arranging for a safe working environment on ships;

c) preventing pollution from ships;

d) incorporating requirements and responsibility for a safety management system;

e) establishing and developing appropriate public supervision of ships;

f) arranging for the development of regulations in compliance with international law.

§ 1-2 Material scope of application

This Act is applicable to Norwegian and foreign ships. The Act does not apply to ships 24 metres or less in length which are not used for commercial purposes.


The King may decide if and to what extent this Act and regulations laid down pursuant to this Act shall apply to:

a) Offshore drilling units and other mobile offshore units used for the exploration, exploitation, storage or transport of subsea petroleum deposits, and mobile offshore units supporting such activities. 
b) Floating cranes, dredgers and similar floating units.

The King may decide by regulations that this Act or regulations laid down pursuant to this Act wholly or partly shall not apply to, or give specific regulations for:

a) ships 24 metres or less in length;

b) special-purpose vessels;

c) ships used only on rivers and lakes;

d) ships belonging to the Royal Navy or ships used in such service;

e) historical ships; or

f) foreign ships.

§ 1-3 Geographical scope of application


This Act shall apply to Norwegian ships irrespective of their position.

Subject to limitations resulting from rules recognized by international law this Act shall apply for foreign ships:

a) In Norwegian territorial waters, included the territorial waters of Svalbard and Jan Mayen;

b) In Norway’s economic zone;

c) In the Norwegian sector of the continental shelf.

The King may lay down regulations concerning to what extent this Act and regulations laid down pursuant to this Act shall be made applicable to foreign ships outside the geographical territory referred to above, insofar as this is in compliance with international law.

Chapter 3 – Technical and operational safety

§ 3-1 Technical safety


A ship shall be so designed, constructed and equipped that it according to its purpose and operational area provides for the satisfactory protection of life, health, property and the environment.


The Ministry may lay down regulations on how a ship shall be designed, constructed and equipped in order to fulfil the requirements of the first paragraph, inter alia regulations concerning:

a) the structure of the hull;

b) stability;

c) machinery;

d) fire protection;

e) navigational equipment;

f) equipment for communication; or

g) life-saving appliances.

§ 3-2 Measurement of ships


A ship shall be measured and equipped with a tonnage certificate.


The Ministry may lay down regulations concerning the measurement of ships, inter alia regulations concerning:

a) types of ships that are subject to subject to compulsory measurement;

b) re-measurement of ships;

c) who shall carry out the measurement;

d) tonnage certificate and other documentation regarding measurement;

e) recognition of foreign tonnage certificates;

f) duty to cooperate.

§ 3-3 Operation and maintenance 

A ship shall be so operated and maintained that it according to its purpose and operational area provides for the satisfactory protection of life, health, property and the environment.

The Ministry may lay down regulations on how a ship shall be operated and maintained in order to satisfy the requirements of the first paragraph.
§ 3-4 Cargo and ballast


A ship shall be loaded and ballasted so that its stability is not endangered, nor life, health, property or the environment in any other way jeopardized.  


The Ministry may lay down regulations concerning cargo and ballast, inter alia carriage of dangerous goods, securing of cargo, freeboard and load line mark.

Cargo-handling operations shall be carried out so as not to endanger life, health, property or the environment. The Ministry may lay down regulations concerning cargo-handling operations, inter alia regulations concerning cargo-handling appliances on ships.

§ 3-5 Certificates


A ship shall carry certificates in compliance with regulations laid down pursuant to this Act. Certificates include all public documentation demonstrating that the ship complies with this Act and regulations laid down pursuant to this Act.


A certificate shall demonstrate that the ship complied with applicable requirements at the time of issuance. A certificate may contain specific conditions.


The supervision authorities shall issue certificates, unless the Ministry has decided otherwise.


The Ministry may lay down regulations concerning certificates, inter alia lay down regulations concerning:

a) types of certificate a ship shall carry;

b) issuance, validity and conditions;

c) the authority to make exemptions from the requirements of the first and second paragraphs; or

d) recognition of foreign certificates.

Chapter 4 Personal safety

§ 4-1 Safety devices and equipment


A ship shall have necessary safety devices and equipment for the protection of the health and safety of persons who take service on board. Moreover, necessary safety measures and other precautions shall be taken for the protection of health and safety.


The Ministry may lay down regulations concerning the requirements of the first paragraph, inter alia regulations concerning:

a) light conditions;

b) climate;

c) pollution;

d) physical agents; 

e) escape routes; or
f) protective devices.
§ 4-5 Living and recreational conditions


Persons who take service on board shall have satisfactory living and recreational conditions. There shall be a sufficient number of cabins, galleys, day rooms, mess rooms, bathrooms and hospital rooms. All rooms shall be of sufficient size and adequately furnished and equipped to ensure a sound working environment.


The Ministry may lay down regulations concerning the requirements of the first paragraph, having regard to the number of workers on board, the size, construction and operational area of the ship as well as other matters. 

§ 4-6 Diet and drinking water

Persons who take service on board shall be entitled to proper and sufficient diet. In order to ensure that, the ship shall have necessary provision rooms, cold store and freezer rooms.


The drinking water on board shall be in sufficient quantity, easily available and of good quality.


The Ministry may lay down regulations concerning the requirements of the first and second paragraphs, having regard to the number of workers on board, the size, construction and operational area of the ship as well as other matters. 

§ 4-7 Medicaments and treatment of sick and injured persons


A ship shall have medicaments and other equipment considered necessary for the treatment of sick and injured persons on board.


Sick and injured persons may be given necessary medical treatment.


The Ministry may lay down regulations concerning the requirements of the first and second paragraphs, inter alia lay down regulations concerning who may give medical treatment. 

Chapter 5 Environmental safety
§ 5-1 Prohibition against pollution

Pollution of the marine environment by the discharge, dumping or combustion of harmful substances is prohibited, unless otherwise decided by law or regulation laid down pursuant to law.


This chapter and regulations laid down pursuant to this chapter shall not be applicable to pollution that is solely due to the exploration, exploitation and utilisation of subsea petroleum deposits.

The Ministry may lay down regulations concerning what shall be regarded as:

a) harmful substances;

b) discharge and emission;

c) dumping; or

d) combustion.

§ 5-2 Technical environmental safety

A ship shall be designed, constructed and equipped so as to ensure that pollution does not occur.  
The Ministry may lay down regulations on how a ship shall be designed, constructed and equipped in order to avoid pollution as provided in section (§) 5-1.

§ 5-3 Operation of ships


A ship shall be operated in order to avoid pollution as provided in section (§) 5-1.

