Proposed new Firearms Regulation 25 January 1963 no. 9722

Regulation relating to firearms, firearm parts and ammunition

Authority:
Section 31 of Act of  9 June 1961 no. 1.

The Firearms Regulation

Laid down by the Ministry of Justice with authority in Act of 9 June 1961 no. 1, the Firearms Act.  Amended 1 March 1984 no. 606, 4 March 1986 no. 567, 10 July 1987 no. 597, 4 Aug. 1989 no. 789, 24 Aug. 1990 no. 723, 11 Sep. 1992 no. 777,      9 Jan. 1996 no. 15, cf. Council Directive 93/15/EEA on the harmonization of the provisions relating to the placing on the market and supervision of explosives for civil uses.

Amended F 10.12 1999 no. 1470, F 30.10.2000 no. 1084, F 20.12.2002 no. 1844 in force 01.01.2003.  F 21.07.2003 no. 979 in force 01.09.2003.

Part One. Introductory provisions………………………………………………………………….00

Chapter 1. Scope and extent of the Firearms Act...……………………………………………00

§1-1 Firearms not subject to mandatory control……………………………………………….00

§1-2 Prohibited firearms………………………………………………………………………..00

§1-3 Prohibited ammunition……………………………………………………………………00

§1-4 Prohibition of weapons or the like which are not covered by the Firearms Act…………..00

Part Two.  Acquisition of firearms, firearm parts, and ammunition………………………………...00

Chapter 2.  Conditions for obtaining permission to acquire and own firearms and firearm


parts………………………………………………………………………………………… 00

§2-1 Personal suitability…………………………………………………………………………00

§2-2 Acquisition of weapons by legal persons…………………………………………………..00

§2-3 Approval of shooting and collectors’ organizations……………………………………….00

§2-4 Types of firearms…………………………………………………………………………..00

§2-5 The firearm’s method of functioning………………………………………………………00

§2-6 Criteria for measuring the total length and barrel length of the firearm……………………00

§2-7 Acquisition and importation of semi-automatic weapons………………………………….00

§2-8 Acquisition of firearms for hunting………………………………………………………...00

§2-9 Acquisition of firearms for training and competition shooting…………………………….00 

§2-10 Acquisition of firearms to be used by others……………………………………………...00

§2-11 Acquisition of weapons and ammunition for collections…………………………………00

§2-12 Acquisition of firearms for slaughtering………………………………………………….00

§2-13 Acquisition of firearms for the extermination of harmful animals and seal hunting.……..00

§2-14 Acquisition of firearms for protection……………………………………… …………….00

§2-15 Acquisition of firearms for police officers and armed service career officers ……………00

§2-16 Acquisition of weapons on the basis of inheritance/sentimental value……………………00

§2-17 Acquisition of firearms for museum purposes……………………………………………..00

§2-18 Acquisition of barrels and slides..………………………………………………………….00

§2-19 Acquisition of airguns and spring guns…………………………………………………….00

§2-20 Approval of shooting and collectors’ organizations…..……………………………….....  00

§2-21 Approval of shooting programs as a basis for acquiring firearms that are



subject to mandatory registration……………………………………………………..00

Chapter 3. Acquisition of ammunition……………………………………………………………00

§3-1 Conditions for obtaining permission to acquire and own ammunition……………….……..00

§3-2 Handing over of ammunition by dealers……………………………………………….……00

§3-3 Acquisition of ammunition within approved shooting organizations……………………….00

Part Three. Trade in firearms, ammunition, and firearm parts that are subject to control…………….00

Chapter 4. Licence to carry on trade in firearms, firearm parts and ammunition…………………00

§4-1 The licence and its scope…………………………………………………………………….00

§4-2 Exceptions to the obligation to hold a licence……………………………………………….00

§4-3 Conditions for obtaining a licence…………………………………………………………...00

§4-4 Application for a licence……………………………………………………………………..00

§4-5 Issuing of a licence…………………………………………………………………………...00

§4-6 List of licences………………………………………………………………………………..00

Chapter 5. Obligations of authorised dealers………………………………………………………00

§5-1 Deliveries from authorised dealers…………………………………………………………...00

§5-2 Duty of authorised dealers to keep consecutive lists etc………………………………………00

§5-3 Ammunition records………………………………………………………………………….00

§5-4 Storage of firearms and ammunition by authorised dealers………………………………….00

§5-5 Notification of a change of manager…………………………………………………………00

Part Four. On the manufacture, repair and deactivation of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition…..00

Chapter 6. Licence to manufacture and repair firearm and firearm parts and manufacture



ammunition…………………………………………………………………………...00

§6-1 The licence and its scope……………………………………………………………………..00

§6-2 Conditions for obtaining a licence……………………………………………………………00

§6-3 Application for a licence……………………………………………………………………...00

§6-4 Issuing of a licence……………………………………………………………………………00

§6-5 List of licences………………………………………………………………………………...00

§6-6 Notification of manufacture for sale…………………………………………………………..00

§6-7 Obligations of the manufacturer……………………………………………………………….00

Chapter 7. Manufacture for own use………………………………………………………………..00

§7-1 Manufacture of ammunition…………………………………………………………………...00

§7-2 Manufacture of firearms and firearm parts…………………………………………………….00

Part Five. Importing and exporting firearms, firearm parts and ammunition………..…………………..00

Chapter 8. Prohibition of imports……………………………………………………………………00

§8-1 Prohibition of imports of weapons or the like not covered by § 1 of the Firearms Act……..…00

§8-2 Prohibition of imports of certain types of weapons and ammunition………………………….00

Chapter 9. Commercial importation of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition……………………00

§9-1 Application for permission to engage in commercial importation…….……………………….00

§9-2 Permission to engage in commercial importation…….…………………………………….......00

§9-3 Police control of applications for permission to engage in commercial importation…….……..00

§9-4 Conditions to be met for international import certificates…………………………… . ………00

§9-5 Commercial importation of weapons as mentioned in §5 of the Firearms Act………………...00

§9-6 Commercial importation of loose shot….………………………………………………………00

§9-7 Police lists of permits to engage in commercial importation……………….…………………..00

§9-8 Submission to the Customs Authority of permits to engage in commercial importation………00

§9-9 General permission to engage in commercial importation……………………………………..00

§9-10 Handling of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition not collected from the Customs post…00

§9-11 Importation and exportation of ammunition from member states covered by 



the EEA Agreement……………………………………………………………………..00

Chapter 10. Non-commercial importation of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition……………...00

§10-1 Requirements for applications for non-commercial importation for own use………………   00

§10-2 Treatment by the Customs Authority of permission to import for own use………………….00

Chapter 11. Non-commercial exportation of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition………………00

§11-1 Application for permission for non-commercial exportation………………………………….00

§11-2 Police list of permits to engage in non-commercial exportation……………………………...00

§11-3 Submission to the Customs Authority of permits to engage in non-commercial exportation…00

Chapter 12. Temporary importation and exportation without a European Firearms Pass…...............00

§12-1 Temporary exportation by a Norwegian national (§25 litra a of the Firearms Act)…………..00

§12-2 Temporary importation by a foreign national (§25 litra c of the Firearms Act)………………00

§12-3 Temporary importation of firearms and ammunition on personal protection assignments……00

§12-4 Temporary exportation in connection with a hunting and trapping expedition………………..00

§12-5 Temporary importation in connection with a hunting and trapping expedition………………..00

Chapter 13. The European Firearms Pass……………………………………………………………..00

§13-1 Issuing a Norwegian European Firearms Pass…………………………………………………00

§13-2 Temporary exportation with a valid Norwegian European Firearms Pass……………………..00

§13-3 Temporary importation with a valid European Firearms Pass…………………………………00

Part Six.  Storage and transport…................................................................................................................00

Chapter 14. Private storage of firearms and ammunition……………………………………………  00

§14-1 Safe storage requirements……………………………………………………………………...00

§14-2 Required FG-approved gun safe and FG-approved burglar alarm…………………………….00

§14-3 Storage of ammunition……………………………………………………………………….. 00

§14-4 Temporary storage of firearms and ammunition………………………………………………00

§14-5 Storage of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition belonging to a deceased’s estate



or an estate in bankruptcy……………………………………………………………….00

Chapter 15. Transport of firearms……………………………………………………………………00

§15-1 Transport of firearms…………………………………………………………………………..00

Part Seven. Provisions relating to lending……………………………………………………………….00

Chapter 16. Lending………………………………………………………………………………….00

§16-1 Lending by natural persons (first to fifth paragraphs of §11 of the Firearms Act)……………00

§16-2 Lending by a club associated with an approved shooting organization (the last paragraph of



§11 of the Firearms Act)…………………………………………………………………00

§16-3 Issuing of a control ticket in connection with lending by an association………………………00 

§16-4 Issuing of a loan list in connection with lending by an association ….………………………..00

§16-5 Lending by business enterprises (the last paragraph of §11 of the Firearms Act)……………..00

§16-6 Issuing of a control ticket in connection with lending by a commercial enterprise……………00

§16-7 Issuing of a loan list in connection with lending by a commercial enterprise…………………00

§16-8 Lending by a dealer…………………………………………………………………………….00

Part Eight. Registration and marking of firearms and firearm parts………………………………………00

Chapter 17. Registration and marking of firearms and firearm parts…………………………………00

§17-1 Registration and marking of firearms and firearm parts……………………………………….00

Part Nine. Administrative procedure……………………………………………………………………...00

Chapter 18.  The application and its treatment……………………………………………………….00

§18-1 Application for acquisition…………………………………………………………………….00

§18-2 Period of validity of the permit………………………………………………………………...00

§18-3 Delivery of firearms from the seller…………………………………………………………....00

§18-4 Issuing of the firearms licence…………………………………………………………………00

§18-5 Fees and expenses relating to modification, control, destruction etc………………………….00

§18-6 Waiver of fees………………………………………………………………………………….00

Chapter 19. Provisions relating to firearms licences………………………………………………….00

§19-1 Firearms licences for natural persons (individual firearms licences)…..…………………… .  00

§19-2 Firearms licences for legal persons (collective firearms licences)…………………………….00

§19-3 Issuing new firearms licences………………………………………………………………….00

§19-4 Surrender of firearms licences…………………………………………………………………00

Chapter 20.  The Firearms Register…………………………………………………………………..00

§20-1 The central Firearms Register………………………………………………………………….00

Chapter 21. Processing of appeals……………………………………………………………………00

§21-1 Processing of appeals………………………………………………………………………….00

Chapter 22. Revocation of firearms licences and temporary surrender of firearms………………….00

§22-1 Revocation of firearms licences and temporary surrender of firearms………………………..00

Chapter 23. Police control……………………………………………………………………………00

§23-1 Police control of dealers and manufacturers…………………………………………………..00

§23-2 Police control of weapon owners………………………………………………………………00

Part Ten.  Transitional provisions and evaluation…………………………………………………………00

Chapter 24. Transitional provisions………………………………………………………………......00

§24-1 Legal unregistered shotguns acquired before 1 October 1990…………………………………00

§24-2 Acquisition of shotgun ammunition for legal unregistered shotguns………………………….00

§24-3 Older weapons not previously subject to mandatory registration……………………………...00

§24-4 Surrender of prohibited ammunition…………………………………………………………...00

§24-5 Implementing alarm and gun safe requirements……………………………………………….00

§24-6 Licences for gunsmiths………………………………………………………………………...00

Part One. Introductory provisions

Chapter 1 Scope and extent of the Firearms Act

§1-1 Firearms not subject to mandatory control

Black powder firearms produced before 1890 are considered not subject to mandatory control.  The same applies to firearms produced after 1890 if the Police Directorate finds them only suitable for firing ammunition which is no longer obtainable in ordinary trade.

The Police Directorate issues more detailed rules concerning the requirements to be met by weapons which according to the second paragraph of section 1 of the Firearms Act are considered to have been made permanently unserviceable (deactivated).

§1-2 Prohibited firearms

The category prohibited firearms comprises:


a) firearms normally used as weapons of war,


b) fully automatic firearms, even if they are not weapons of war,


c) firearms disguised as other objects.

§1-3 Prohibited ammunition

It is prohibited to acquire and own armour-piercing, incendiary or explosive ammunition.

By armour-piercing ammunition is meant a cartridge fitted with a projectile which has a hard metal or hardened steel core and which is designed to penetrate lightly armoured objects.  Ordinary fully-jacketed projectiles with steel cores (environment-friendly cartridges) are not regarded as armour-piercing.

By incendiary ammunition is meant a cartridge fitted with a projectile which contains a readily flammable substance and is designed to ignite on impact.

By explosive ammunition is meant a cartridge fitted with a projectile which contains an explosive/explosive substance, and which is designed to detonate/explode.

For pistols and revolvers with centre-fire percussion, it is prohibited to acquire and own hollow-pointed ammunition and projectiles.

§1-4 Prohibition of weapons or the like which are not covered by the Firearms Act
It is prohibited to buy or in other ways acquire, own or possess electroshock weapons, peppersprays and other weapons of self-defence with corresponding effects, spring knives, batanga knives, stilettos, knuckledusters, batons, karate sticks, throwing stars, blowpipes for shooting darts etc., and catapults.

This provision does not apply to weapons intended for or belonging to the Police or the Defence Forces.

It is prohibited to buy or in other ways acquire, own or keep crossbows without the permission of the Chief of Police.  Permission can be given to acquire and own a crossbow when the person acquiring it meets the conditions as to sobriety, reliability, age and need or another good reason for having such a weapon.  This provision does not apply when the crossbow was acquired before 1 January 1993.

The Chief of Police may in special cases grant exemption from the prohibition in the first paragraph.    

Part Two.  Acquisition of firearms, firearm parts, and ammunition

Chapter 2. Conditions for obtaining permission to acquire and own firearms and firearm parts

§2-1 Personal suitability

A natural person may be given permission to acquire and own firearms (firearm parts) when he meets the conditions as to sobriety, reliability, age and need or another good reason for having a firearm laid down in Act of 9 June 1961 no. 1, the Firearms Act (the third and fourth paragraphs of section 7), Royal Decree of 25 January 1963 no. 2 (Part II, period 1), and the present Regulation.

Exemption may be granted from the 18-year age limit for the acquisition of a rifle or shotgun by a person who:

a) has been an active member of an association under an approved shooting organization for at least 6 months, and has a recommendation from it,

or

b) has passed a hunting proficiency test.

Exemption according to this provision may only be granted provided the firearm can be stored by a person who satisfies the general conduct and suitability requirements.

The first and second paragraph also apply to airguns and spring-guns

If the Chief of Police grants an exemption from the age-limit provisions in a case in which the firearm (firearm part) is acquired by inheritance (the fourth period of the fourth paragraph of §7 of the Firearms Act), it should normally be set as a condition that another person takes the firearm into safekeeping and stores it as if it is his own until the heir reaches the age limit.  If no other person who satisfies the conditions for himself obtaining a firearms licence is willing to do this, the firearm must be deposited with the Police.  If the heir, after reaching the age limit, and after receiving a written request to do so from the Police, fails to collect the firearm (firearm part) which is deposited with the Police, the Police may sell the firearm (the part) on the owner’s account.

If the Chief of Police does not grant an exemption from the age limit, the heir (the estate) may within 3 months make the firearm (the firearm part) over to someone who obtains permission to acquire it.  If this is not done, the Police will sell the firearm (firearm part) on the heir’s account according to the same provisions as apply to firearms which have been surrendered (the third paragraph of section 10 of the Firearms Act).

§2-2 Acquisition of weapons by legal persons
Associations which belong to approved shooting organizations, and other legal persons who have well-founded needs for firearms may be given permission to acquire and own firearms (firearm parts).

Commercial enterprises may be given permission to acquire and own firearms (firearm parts) for the use of employees who because of their work need such weapons.  Permission is not given to own weapons which are more dangerous than the need indicates.

Applications from legal persons are only granted when the person who is to be responsible for the handing out, use and storage of the weapons (parts) satisfies the requirements in the Firearms Act as to sobriety, reliability and age.  Replacement of the person responsible must be notified to the Police.

§2-3 Approval of shooting and collectors’ organizations (1)

In response to a particular application, the Police Directorate may approve a shooting organization and/or arms collectors’ organization.

The organization which is applying for approval must document:


a) possession of a central register of members


b) that it has a central governing body

c) that it is registered with an organization number with the Register of Business Enterprises at Brønnøysund

d) stable operation and financial circumstances

e) a minimum number of members

f) a recruitment and trial membership system

g) offers of activities for members

h) submitted annual reports on the organization’s activities, members and board members.

(1) The provision will be deleted.  It has been revised, and is contained in section 2-20 as a final proposal.

§2-4 Types of firearms
A shotgun is defined as a two-handed firearm, which is supported against the shoulder when fired, and which has a smooth or rifled barrel, the total length of which firearm shall be at least 840 mm., the barrel having a minimum length of 400 mm., and which uses shotgun cartridges as ammunition.

A rfile is defined as a two-handed firearm, which is supported against the shoulder when fired, and which has a rifled barrel, the total length of which firearm shall be at least 840 mm., the barrel having a minimum length of 400 mm., and which uses rim-fired or centre-fired cartridges.

A combo rifle/shotgun is defined as a two-handed firearm, which is supported against the shoulder when fired, and which has at least two barrels, the total length of which firearm shall be at least 840 mm., the barrel having a minimum length of 400 mm., and which uses rim-fired or centre-fired cartridges and shotgun cartridges as ammunition.

A pistol is defined as a hand-held firearm, the total length of which is less than 840 mm., and/or the barrel of which has a total length under 400 mm., which uses rim-fired or centre-fired cartridges.

A revolver is defined as a hand-held firearm, the total length of which is less than 840 mm., and/or the barrel of which has a total length under 400 mm., and which uses a fixed revolving chamber as a magazine.

The Police Directorate may grant exemptions from this provision.

§2-5 The firearm’s method of functioning
The above-mentioned firearms are divided according to their methods of functioning.

The following methods of functioning are defined:


a) single-shot


b) single-shot repeater with magazine


c) single-shot, semi-automatic


d) fully automatic.

Single-shot is defined as the method of functioning of a firearm with no magazine, with one or more barrels, the cartridge(s) for which is/are placed manually directly in the barrel’s chamber before the shot can be fired, and the firing mechanism of which must be recocked by an external force after one or more shots.

Single-shot repeater is defined as the method of functioning of a firearm with a magazine, which firearm must be loaded manually with a new cartridge after each shot fired, and the firing mechanism of which must be recocked by an external force after each single shot.

Single shot, semi-automatic is defined as a method of functioning whereby the firearm is loaded and cocked automatically after each shot by means of the energy generated by the firearm’s ammunition or other external energy, and whereby one can by a single pull on the trigger only fire one shot from the firearm.

Fully automatic is defined as a method of functioning whereby the firearm is loaded and cocked automatically after each shot by means of the energy generated by the firearm’s ammunition or other external energy, and whereby one can fire several successive rounds.

Firearms which in principle function as single-shot semi-automatic, but which have a selector switch whereby fully automatic fire can be achieved, are to be regarded as fully automatic.

§2-6 Criteria for measuring the total length and barrel length of the firearm

By the total length of the firearm is meant the greatest length measured along the direction of the barrel from the muzzle of the barrel to the end of the butt.  If the firearm is fitted with a butt which can relatively easily be folded or slotted in, the total length of the firearm shall be measured with the butt folded or slotted in.

The barrel length is defined as the distance from the muzzle of the barrel to the breech with the bolt in the locked (forward) position.  If the muzzle of the barrel has a part screwed on (a flash suppressor, a silencer, etc.) which it is relatively easy to remove with a simple hand tool, the barrel length shall be measured not counting the screwed-on part.  The barrel length of a fully silenced rifle is measured with the silencer fitted.

§2-7 Acquisition and importation of semi-automatic weapons

For semi-automatic weapons which are based on fully automatic designs and which one wishes to acquire and import, advance approval must be confirmed by the Police Directorate.

Approval procedures relate to whether the weapon can easily be converted for fully automatic firing.

Semi-automatic weapons for which corresponding approval for acquisition in countries in the Schengen area is documented are regarded as approved in advance.

§2-8 Acquisition of firearms for hunting
Permission to acquire and own firearms (firearm parts) for hunting may be granted to applicants who are entered in the Norwegian Register of Hunters.

An applicant who is entered in the Norwegian Register of Hunters may acquire and own up to 8 complete hunting weapons, unless special reasons indicate otherwise.  Permission to acquire and own more than 8 hunting weapons may only be given to an applicant who can document a highly qualified need for a greater number of hunting weapons.

It is a prerequisite that use of the weapon for hunting in Norway is permitted according to the legislation relating to wildlife.

Exemption may for special reasons be granted from the requirements in the first and third paragraphs.

§2-9 Acquisition of firearms for training and competition shooting
Permission to acquire and own a rifle or shotgun for training and competition shooting may be given to an applicant who can document membership of and activity in an association affiliated with a shooting organization approved by the Police Directorate.

Permission to acquire and own a pistol or revolver for training and competition shooting may be given to an applicant who can document six months’ active membership of and activity in an association affiliated with a shooting organization approved by the Police Directorate, and the necessary firearms training.  Permission is only given to acquire and own such a pistol or revolver as can lawfully be used within the shooting programs administrated by the shooting organization in question.

For training and competition shooting it is permitted to acquire one weapon per program drawn up by an approved shooting organization.  Where the approved shooting organization’s required specifications for weapons for training and competition shooting with pistols and revolvers are identical for several programs in the same or other approved shooting organizations, permission is only given to acquire and own one weapon for use in those programs.

The approved shooting organization of which the applicant is a member must arrange annual scheduled and organized shooting in accordance with an approved program with the type of weapon for which the permission to acquire is being applied for.  The program must be drawn up by the approved shooting organization of which the applicant can document that he is a member.

Irrespective of these provisions, the Police may permit an applicant who satisfies activity requirements pursuant to guidelines drawn up by the Police Directorate to acquire and own several weapons of the same type.

The Chief of Police may grant exemptions from this provision.

§2-10 Acquisition of firearms to be used by others
Permission to acquire firearms which are to be used by other persons than the owner may be given in cases when those who are to use the firearms are unable to acquire weapons themselves for reasons of age.

The person who is to acquire the weapon and the person who is to use the weapon must satisfy the requirements in the Firearms Act as to conduct and personal characteristics.

The person who is to use the weapon must furthermore:

a) present documentation from an approved shooting organization showing that he is an active participant in competitions within the shooting organization and needs  his own weapon to be able to take an active part in competitions,

or

b) present documentation showing that he is registered with the Norwegian Register of Hunters at Brønnøysund and will take part in hunting training pursuant to the provisions in the Wildlife Act,

c) not be over 16 years of age.

To acquire a pistol and/or revolver, the following requirements must also be met:

a) the person who is to acquire the weapon must satisfy the usual conditions which apply to the acquisition of this type of weapon

b) the person who is to use the weapon must be over 12 and not over 21 years of age.  In cases in which the person who is to use the weapon is not over 18 years of age, only 22LR calibre weapons may be acquired.

Permission is given as temporary acquisition permission for 2 years at a time.  When extension of the permission is applied for, it must be documented that the conditions for acquisition are still fulfilled.

§2-11 Acquisition of weapons and ammunition for collections
On special application the Chief of Police may grant an application for permission to become an approved collector of firearms and/or ammunition.  Permission may be given to acquire and own firearms for a collection within a defined area of collection and motivated in terms of arms history.  A specified list shall be submitted of the weapons and/or types of weapons which the area of collection will comprise.

The applicant must satisfy the requirements as to sober conduct, reliability and suitability which follow from section 7 of Firearms Act.  The applicant may be required to document satisfactory weapon-handling knowledge and skills.  Permission to acquire a firearm for a private collection can only be given to a member of an approved collectors’ organization.

Initial permission to acquire and own firearms for a collection may comprise up to 25 weapons that are subject to mandatory registration.  After the acquisition of 25 weapons subject to mandatory registration, the Chief of Police may on application extend the permission to acquire and own weapons within the applicant’s specific area of collection, and grant exemptions from the prohibition against the acquisition of fully and semi-automatic weapons according to sections 1-2 and 2-7 of the Firearms Regulation.  Such exemption may only be given when the weapon lies within the specific area of collection of the person concerned and the weapon is especially rare or is of special  historical value, or is necessary to ensure the completeness of the collection.  For cartridge collectors the Chief of Police may on application grant exemptions from the prohibition against certain types of ammunition in section 1-3.

Firearms acquired for collections may be used for test and demonstration shooting on a shooting range which is approved for the type of weapon in question.  For test and demonstration shooting with fully automatic weapons and other weapons acquired according to an exemption from the prohibition against the acquisition of weapons, cf. sections 1-2 and 2-7,  advance notice must be given to the local Police.

An arms collection may in its entirety be transferred to another collector.  The arms collector who takes it over must satisfy the same general conditions for acquisition as the seller, pursuant to conditions laid down in the present Regulation.

Arms collections may also be made over by sale or gift to officially approved museum institutions.

The Police may grant temporary exemptions for these provisions in connection with transfers of collections by inheritance.

§2-12 Acquisition of firearms for slaughtering
For the purposes of slaughter, permission should usually only be given to acquire one firearm which is specially designed for this use.

It is not permitted to acquire a saloon rifle for slaughtering purposes.

§2-13 Acquisition of firearms for the extermination of harmful animals and seal hunting
Permission to acquire one firearm for the extermination of harmful animals and for seal hunting may only be given to persons who can document arms training which the Police find satisfactory.

Permission should not usually be given to acquire firearms for the extermination of harmful animals in neighbourhoods where there will be grave danger of shooting accidents.  In such cases, permission to acquire a firearm is only given where the applicant can show a definite need.

Permission is only given to acquire weapons which according to wildlife legislation may lawfully be used on the type of animal which it is the intention to kill.

§2-14 Acquisition of firearms for protection
Permission to acquire firearms for protection is only given where there is an urgent need for a weapon of the kind applied for.

§2-15 Acquisition of firearms for police officers and armed service career  officers
The requirement of membership of an association affiliated with an approved shooting organization for the acquisition of a firearm for professional practice shooting does not apply to


a) Full-time Defence Force career officers


b) Police employees with police authority and satisfactory weapon skills

c) Police University College students who have been given approved weapons training in the Police Service.

According to this provision, only up to 3 weapons may be acquired.

§2-16 Acquisition of weapons on the basis of inheritance/sentimental value
An application for permission to acquire and own one or a few rifles and/or shotguns may be granted to an applicant in a direct upward or downward line of descent who wishes to keep the weapon(s) applied for in memory of the deceased, without being able to show any other need for the weapon(s).

An application for permission to acquire and own a pistol, revolver and weapon which it is not permitted to use for hunting may in special cases be granted on the basis of inheritance and sentimental value alone.

§2-17 Acquisition of firearms for museum purposes

Permission may be granted to acquire and own all types of firearms and ammunition for museum purposes.  Such permission may only be given to a foundation or other organization which holds exhibitions which are open to the public.  It is a precondition that there is a person responsible for the weapons who must satisfy the general requirements in the Firearms Act as to personal suitability and be responsible for the safekeeping on the organization’s behalf.

The Police shall lay down conditions for the safekeeping.

If the Police are in doubt about whether the organization can be regarded as a museum, they shall submit the question to the Norwegian Archive, Library and Museum Authority for comment.

§2-18 Acquisition of barrels and slides
From an authorised arms dealer, the holder of a firearms licence may, on producing the licence and proof of identity, without prior permission from the Chief of Police acquire a rifle barrel, revolver barrel and pistol barrel chambered for the same calibre as the one to be replaced.  In addition to the information mentioned in section 5-2 of the Firearms Regulation, the dealer must record the number and issuing authority of the firearms licence.  For mail orders, a copy of the firearms licence and proof of identity must be enclosed with the order, and the consignment must be sent as registered mail.

It is prohibited without Police permission to own or keep the slide or the like of fully or semi-automatic pistols.

§2-19 Acquisition of airguns and spring guns
The first paragraph of section 29 of the Firearms Act relating to the age limit of 18 also applies to the transfer of ownership of air and spring guns, including gas-operated (CO2) airguns, paintball weapons and air soft guns.

It is prohibited without the permission of the Chief of Police to acquire, own or keep air and spring guns, including gas-operated airguns, of more than 4.5 mm. calibre.  The required permission to acquire does not apply to paintball weapons or air soft guns.  This provision will not apply to air and spring guns acquired before 1 January 2006.

Permission as mentioned in the preceding paragraph can only be given to a person who meets the requirements in the Firearms Act as to conduct and personal characteristics.  It is not necessary to give further reasons for needing air and spring guns.  The Chief of Police may grant exemption from the 18-year age limit on the conditions stated in the second and third paragraphs of section 2-1.

§2-20 Approval of shooting organizations and collectors’ organizations

Where the acquisition of firearms requires membership of a shooting or collectors’ organization, the organization must be approved by the Police Directorate.

In order to be approved, the organization must have a need which covers the need for the type of weapon in question, and offer activities for the members which accord with its purpose.  A further requirement for approval is that the organization has a responsible steering committee and a central register of members and can document stable operations and finances.  The organization must be registered with the register of organizations at Brønnøysund.  

Applications for approval must be sent to the Police at the place where the organization has its place of business/office address.  If the organization consists of a number of clubs/associations, the application must be submitted by the main organization/the central organizing body.

The application must be written on the prescribed form, and enclose whatever documentation is laid down by the Police Directorate at any given time.

The organization must annually send the Police a transcript of the minutes of the annual meeting together with the annual report and financial statements.

§2-21 Approval of shooting programs as a basis for acquiring firearms that are



subject to mandatory registration

Where a shooting program gives grounds for acquiring firearms that are subject to mandatory registration, the Police Directorate must approve the shooting program and/or changes in the shooting program drawn up by an approved shooting organization.  The approval must comprise weapon types, including the kind of weapon, the calibre, and other technical specifications.

Chapter 3. Acquisition of ammunition

§3-1 Conditions for obtaining permission to acquire and own ammunition

The holder of a valid firearms licence may by presenting this together with proof of identity acquire ammunition direct from a dealer for the firearm entered on the firearms licence.

Approved collectors of ammunition may acquire cartridges on the basis of a collector’s permit.

A person who has borrowed a firearm from the holder of an individual firearms licence must enclose or present a declaration of the loan containing information as mentioned in section 19-1.  A person who has borrowed a firearm from a shooting organization/rifle club must likewise enclose or present the control ticket containing information as mentioned in section 19-3.

A person who does not satisfy the conditions in the first to third paragraphs must apply, in writing or orally, for permission to acquire ammunition.  A legal person must submit a written application signed by the person responsible for the storage and handing out of such firearms as the legal person has permission to have.  The acquisition permit is made valid for a term of three months.  It can on application be extended for up to three months.

The written application must state:


a) the name and address of the applicant


b) the kind, calibre and quantity of the ammunition which the applicant wishes to acquire.

An applicant applying orally must give the information mentioned in the fourth paragraph.  An applicant applying in this way should show proof of identity.

Military personnel may be given permission to acquire ammunition according to the provisions in the Firearms Act for shooting under civilian auspices with the mobilization weapon issued to them provided the person in question presents confirmation from his military unit of the issuing of the mobilization weapon and of the need for civilian ammunition. 


§3-2 Handing over of ammunition by dealers

An ammunition dealer may only hand over ammunition covered by the firearms licence/acquisition permit.

The dealer retains the acquisition permit as an enclosure in his ammunition register, cf. section 5-3.

§3-3 Acquisition of ammunition within approved shooting organizations
A shooting organization approved by the Police Directorate may without Police permission acquire ammunition from a dealer for sale to associations affiliated to its own organization.

An association affiliated to an approved shooting organization may without Police permission acquire ammunition from a dealer or the parent organization.

A member of an association affiliated to an approved shooting organization may without Police permission acquire ammunition from the association for a firearm for which the member has a firearms licence.

A person who does not have a firearms licence may be given the ammunition he needs by the association on the shooting range the same day.

The association keeps a record in an ammunition register of all ammunition sold or handed over for private storage in pursuance of section 5-3.

Part Three. Trade in firearms, ammunition, and firearm parts that are subject to control

Chapter 4. Licence to carry on trade in firearms, firearm parts and ammunition

§4-1 The licence and its scope

A licence to carry on trade in firearms, firearm parts or ammunition not covered by Act of 14 June 1974 no. 39 relating to explosive goods (1) or Act of 14 June 2002 no. 20 relating to protection against fire, explosions and accidents with dangerous substances and to the rescue duties of the Fire Services (the Fire and Explosions Safety Act) may be issued by the Chief of Police at the place where the business is to be carried on (the place of business).

The licence requirement also applies to a person wishing to carry on trade in air softguns, paintballs, air and spring guns that are not subject to mandatory registration, and silencers for firearms which are subject to mandatory registration.

A licence to carry on trade in firearms etc. may cover all types of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition not covered by Act of 14 June 1974 relating to explosive goods no. 39 (1) or the Fire and Explosions Safety Act of 14 June 2002 no. 20.  The licence should not, however, be made more comprehensive than the needs of the district suggest.

The scope of a licence may be limited to one or more of these categories:


a) firearms (firearm parts) and ammunition for firearms,


b) particular kinds of ammunition,


c) particular kinds of rescue equipment (flares etc.).

(1)
Applies only to Svalbard.

§4-2 Exceptions to the obligation to hold a licence

Excepted from mandatory licensing (the first paragraph of section 16 of the Firearms Act) is trade in  slaughtering devices, signal pistols and other signalling equipment, and rescue and harpoon guns when the Police Directorate finds them exclusively suited to their stated purpose.

§4-3 Conditions for obtaining a licence

A licence to carry on trade in firearms, firearm parts or ammunition is only issued to a natural or legal person who satisfies the requirements laid down in sections 16 and 17 of Act of 9 June 1961 relating to Firearms and Ammunition etc. no. 1 (the Firearms Act) and in the present Regulation.

A licence to carry on trade in firearms, firearm parts or ammunition as mentioned above in litra a of the fourth paragraph of section 4-1 is only issued to an applicant who has reached the age of 21 and has successfully completed a course approved by the Police Directorate, or who can show that he has been employed for at least two years in an arms dealer/arms department and has acquired the necessary knowledge concerning firearms, the Firearms Act and the Firearms Regulation.  A licensed gunsmith satisfies this requirement.

Someone who only engages in trade in air softguns, paintball and air and spring guns that are not subject to mandatory registration is not required to have special weapons-related qualifications.

If the applicant is a legal person, the manager responsible for the firm’s activities must satisfy the requirements as to personal and professional qualifications.

If the firm’s activities are so extensive that the manager responsible for the business is not able to take direct day-to-day charge of the sale of firearms, firearm parts or ammunition, the licence should be issued on the condition that, in addition to the manager responsible, a special person is appointed to take charge of this area of sales.  The latter must have the personal and professional qualifications required of the manager responsible for the business.  In such a case, the firm’s responsible manager is not required to have special professional qualifications in order to carry on trade in firearms, firearm parts or ammunition.

A licence to carry on trade in firearms, firearm parts or ammunition is only issued to an applicant whose business is open during normal business hours.

A licence to carry on trade in firearms, firearm parts or ammunition is only issued to an applicant whose business premises have been approved by the municipal council with regard to fire and explosion hazards and by the Police with regard to security against theft.  A licence to engage in trade as mentioned above may be given to an applicant who has his own storage space which has been approved by the municipal council and the Police or who has at his disposal some other storage space (other private store or military depot, arsenal or the like) approved by them.

If the dealer has not in the course of the past year sold firearms subject to mandatory registration, the licence shall be revoked.

§4-4 Application for a licence 

An application for a licence to carry on trade in firearms, firearm parts or ammunition must be written on the prescribed form and dated and signed by the person who is to be the manager responsible for the business.

The application must contain information on:


a) the full name and address of the business,

b) the full name, personal identity number and address of the manager responsible for the business,

c) what the application comprises, cf. litra a-c of section 4-1,

d) whether the business is registered with the Register of Business Enterprises at Brønnøysund.  The business shall within three months register itself in the value-added tax roll at the county tax office.

e) the special qualifications of the manager responsible.

If the size of the business or other circumstances entail that a special day-to-day manager is to be appointed for the trade in firearms, firearm parts or ammunition, his full name, personal identity number and address must also be stated, as well as his special professional qualifications.

Documentation of special professional qualifications must be enclosed with the application when they are required.

A description must moreover be enclosed of the applicant’s storage and business premises, so as to make it possible to decide whether these satisfy the requirements in force at any given time as to safety from fire, explosion hazards and theft.

Payment of the licence fee must either be enclosed with the application or made within 14 days of the issuing of the licence.

§4-5 Issuing of a licence

A licence to carry on trade in firearms, firearm parts or ammunition shall be issued on a special document.

The licence document shall be dated and signed by the Chief of Police, and contain the following information (cf. the second paragraph of section 16 of the Firearms Act):


a) the scope of the licence,


b) the name and place of business of the firm,


c) the name and address of the manager responsible for the business (the owner).

d) the name and address of the person who as the case may be is to be in daily charge of the sale of firearms etc.,

e) the conditions which apply to the running of the business.

§4-6 List of licences

Police Districts keep a consecutive list of all licences to carry on trade in firearms, firearm parts or ammunition.  New and revoked licences shall without delay be filed in a central arms register.

The list shall contain all the information mentioned in litra a to e of the second paragraph of section 4-5, and the date on which the licence was issued.

Chapter 5. Obligations of authorised dealers

§5-1 Deliveries from authorised dealers

Whoever holds a licence to carry on trade in firearms, firearm parts or ammunition, must only make delivery to a consumer when the latter can present a valid permit to acquire what (kind and quantity) the order concerns (cf. §§ 2-4, 2-5, 2-6 and 3-1), when such an acquisition permit is necessary, or permission from the Police when the purchaser is under 18 years of age.  The dealer is obliged to assure himself that the delivery is being made to the right person.

Delivery to another dealer must only take place when the latter can show that he has a licence to carry on trade in such goods as the order concerns.  In the event of such a delivery, the supplier is obliged to notify the Chief of Police in the district where he has his place of business, giving information on:


a) the date of the delivery,


b) the name and address of the recipient,

c) the number, type or kind, manufacturer’s mark, model designation, calibre, mechanism (type) and number of the firearms (firearm parts) or quantity and kind of ammunition delivered.

The Police may order the dealer to send the notification in electronic form.

§5-2 Duty of authorised dealers to keep consecutive lists etc.

Whoever holds a licence to carry on trade in firearms (firearm parts) is obliged to keep a consecutive  list of all purchases, sales and loans etc. of firearms (parts) subject to control.  The list shall contain the following information:


a) the date of receipt/delivery,


b) the name of the seller/buyer,

c) the number, type or kind, manufacturer’s mark, model designation, calibre, mechanism (type) and number of the firearms (firearm parts) received/supplied.

In connection with a sale etc., the dealer encloses a copy of the consumer’s acquisition permit, or notification of the sale if the sale is to another dealer.  In connection with a purchase etc. from a private individual, the dealer encloses notification of the purchase;  for imports a copy is enclosed of the supplier’s invoice (freight ticket).

In connection with importation of firearms and firearm parts, the dealer is obliged to draw up a list as mentioned in the first paragraph of imported firearms (firearm parts).  The dealer is obliged to send such a list to the Chief of Police in the district where he has his place of business within 10 days after the firearms (firearm parts) have been taken into storage.  The Police may order the dealer to send the list in electronic form.

The dealer is moreover obliged at the end of each quarter to draw up an updated list of his store of firearms (firearm parts) that are subject to control.  The list shall contain information as to the number, kind, manufacturer’s mark, model designation, calibre, mechanism (type) and number, and shall be sent to the Police within 10 days after the end of each quarter.  The Police may order the dealer to send the list in electronic form.   

§5-3 Ammunition records

The holder of a licence to trade in ammunition is obliged to keep an ammunition record.  The licensee is obliged to retain the ammunition record for at least 3 years.

The record is a consecutive list of ammunition sales.  The record may be electronic or paper-based.  The record shall contain the following information:


a) the date of the sale,


b) the name of the buyer,

c) the number of the buyer’s or lender’s firearms licence or acquisition permit issued by the Police,

d) the kind and quantity of the ammunition received/supplied.

§5-4 Storage of firearms and ammunition by authorised dealers

A person licensed to carry on trade in firearms, firearm parts or ammunition, all civilian gunsmiths and associations affiliated to approved shooting organizations which keep more than 30 firearms that are subject to mandatory registration and/or more than 15,000 cartridges or more than 50,000 cal. 22LR/22 Short cartridges are obliged to keep the firearms and ammunition properly and securely stored in accordance with Police instructions.

During a dealer’s opening hours, pistols and revolvers shall be kept locked in showcases or the like.  Ammunition shall be kept locked away or behind the counter out of reach of the public.

The business premises shall be secured with a burglar alarm approved by the Norwegian Insurers Approval Board (FG), with a monitored alarm connection to an FG-approved alarm receiving centre.

The boundary protection shall sound an alarm in the event of forced entry into the shop.

Own premises around premises where firearms/ammunition are stored shall be secured by means of space protection detectors.

Premises where firearms are stored shall be secured by means of space protection detectors.

Any outer door which opens directly into premises where arms are kept shall be secured by means of  break contacts. 

In smaller business premises it may in certain cases be sufficient to keep weapons and/or ammunition stored in FG-approved gun safes kept fixed firmly in place by bolts.  This must in the event have special Police approval. 

§5-5 Notification of a change of manager

A person licensed to carry on trade in firearms, firearm parts or ammunition is obliged to notify the Chief of Police if a special manager in charge of sales of goods that are subject to control is appointed or leaves.  On the termination of such an appointment, the Chief of Police may grant a six-month deadline for the appointment of a new manager.

Part Four. On the manufacture, repair and deactivation of firearms, firearm parts and   ammunition

Chapter 6. Licence to manufacture and repair firearms and firearm parts and manufacture ammunition

§6-1 The licence and its scope

A licence to manufacture firearms and firearm parts as mentioned in sections 1 and 2 of the Firearms Act for sale is issued by the Chief of Police at the place where the business is to be carried on (the place of business).

A licence to produce projectiles and silencers for firearms that are subject to mandatory registration and to carry out commercial repairs of firearms as mentioned in section 1 of the Firearms Act is issued by the Chief of Police at the place where the business is to be carried on (the place of business).

A licence to produce firearms, firearm parts (arms factory) and ammunition (ammunition factory), including ammunition components other than projectiles, is issued by the Police Directorate.

For the purposes of the present Regulation, manufacture does not mean production of new firearms and firearm parts, but modification and reassembly of all types of weapons and weapon parts as mentioned in litra a to c of section 1, section 2, and litra a and b of section 5 of the Firearms Act.  By repairs of firearms is meant any correction of defects and deficiencies and the deactivation (sealing) of firearms.

A gunsmith with a master’s certificate does not require a licence to manufacture and/or carry out commercial repairs of firearms and firearm parts.  The person in question must,  however, satisfy the requirements pursuant to litra a, b, d, e, f and g of section 6-2.

Loose shot can be manufactured without a licence.

§6-2 Conditions for obtaining a licence

A person seeking a licence from the Chief of Police to manufacture firearms, produce projectiles and silencers for firearms that are subject to mandatory registration, or to carry out commercial repairs of firearms and firearm parts, must:

a) have reached the age of 21,

b) have shown satisfactory conduct and be sober and reliable and not be regarded for special reasons as unfit to manufacture firearms etc.,

c) have professional qualifications equivalent to Norwegian gunsmiths’ training.  A Norwegian craft certificate as a gunsmith is normally sufficient qualification for a licence.

d) ensure that the organization and equipment of the business meet the requirements laid down in section 4 of the Act relating to Vocational Training in Working Life.

e) ensure that the business premises meet the requirements as to arrangement and equipment laid down by the Police Directorate,

f) ensure that the business premises meet the requirements laid down by the Chief of Police concerning proper storage and other measures to prevent theft etc.,

g) register the business with the Register of Business Enterprises at Brønnøysund.  The enterprise must within 6 months register itself in the value-added tax roll at the county tax office.

§6-3 Application for a licence

An application for a licence to manufacture or carry out commercial repairs of firearms/firearm parts or to manufacture ammunition for sale must be dated and signed by the person who is to be the manager in charge of the enterprise.

The application must contain the following information:


a) the full name and address of the enterprise,


b) the full name and address of  the manager in charge of the enterprise,


c) the product for which the permission to manufacture is requested,

d) documentation of the professional qualifications (cf. paragraph c of section 6-2) of the manager in charge or of others who are employed in the enterprise to undertake the manufacture and repairs of firearms/firearm parts being applied for.  An application for permission to produce firearms and ammunition for sale must show documentation of professional qualifications to undertake such manufacture.

e) how the enterprise is arranged and equipped, including the steps that will be taken to protect the enterprise against theft, fire, explosions and other accidents.

The application is sent to the local Police.

If the application concerns the production of firearms or ammunition for sale, it is forwarded to the Police Directorate, which decides on it.  In all other cases, the Chief of Police decides on the application.  Notification is sent to the Police Directorate.

§6-4 Issuing of a licence

A licence to manufacture or to carry out commercial repairs of firearms/firearm parts or to manufacture ammunition shall be issued on a special document.

The licence document shall be dated and signed, and contain the following information:


a) the firm’s name and address,


b) the name and address of the firm’s responsible manager (owner)


c) the scope of the licence,


d) the conditions that apply to the activity.

§6-5 List of licences

Police Districts keep lists of all enterprises in the district that repair and/or manufacture or produce for sale firearms, firearm parts or ammunition not covered by Act of 14 June 1974 relating to explosive goods no. 39 (1) or the Fire and Explosions Safety Act of 14 June 2002 no. 20.New and revoked licences shall without delay be filed in a central firearms register.  This national survey shall also comprise gunsmiths/manufacturers who do not require licences.

The list shall contain the information mentioned in litra a – d of the second paragraph of section 6-4, and the date on which the licence was issued.


(1) Applies only to Svalbard.

§6-6 Notification of manufacture for sale

A person who, according to the provisions in section 20 of the Firearms Act of 9 June 1961 no. 1 or the fifth paragraph of section 6-1 of the present Regulation, does not need a licence from the Chief of Police to manufacture or carry out commercial repairs of firearms/firearm parts  must notify the Chief of Police.

The notification must contain the following information:


a) the name and address of the enterprise,


b) the name and address of the responsible manager (owner) of the enterprise,


c) what the enterprise manufactures,


d) why the enterprise does not need a licence from the Chief of Police.

The Police keep a list of manufacturers who do not require licences, with information on what they manufacture and why a licence is not required.

The Police may prohibit a person who , according to the provisions in section 20 of the Firearms Act of 9 June 1961 no. 1 or the fifth paragraph of section 6-1 of the present Regulation, does not need a licence from the Chief of Police to manufacture or carry out commercial repairs of firearms/firearm parts for sale, from carrying on such business, provided he no longer meets the conditions in litra b, d, e, f and g of section 6-2 or for other reasons can no longer be regarded as showing satisfactory conduct.

§6-7 Obligations of the manufacturer

A person who, for sale or the like, commercially manufactures firearms/firearm parts or ammunition not covered by Act of 14 June 1974 relating to explosive goods no. 39 (1) or the Fire and Explosions Safety Act of 14 June 2002 no. 20, must only make deliveries to a dealer who can show that he has a licence to trade in such goods as the order concerns, cf. also the second paragraph of section 25 of Act of 14 June 1974 relating to explosive goods no. 39 (1), and section 43 of the Fire and Explosions Safety Act of 14 June 2002 no. 20, cf. section 8-1 of Regulation of 26 June 2002 no. 922 relating to the handling of explosive substances.

A person who, for sale etc., manufactures firearms/firearm parts not covered by the Explosive Goods Act is obliged to keep a consecutive list of the manufacture and sales of weapons etc. that are subject to control.

The list shall contain the following information:


a) the date of the manufacture/delivery,


b) the name of the buyer, 

c) the number, kind, manufacturer’s mark and number on the firearms (firearm parts) produced/supplied.

In connection with a sale etc., the manufacturer shall enclose a copy of the consumer’s acquisition permit or, in the event of a sale to a dealer, notification of the sale.

A manufacturer of firearms/firearm parts or ammunition is obliged to store the finished products in an approved storeroom secured with an unpickable lock.  This also applies to firearms that have been left for repairs.  The manufacturer/repairer is obliged to keep unfinished products in premises which are properly secured against theft.

A manufacturer of firearms for sale etc. may temporarily remove such firearms (firearm parts) from the enterprise when this is necessary because the firearm (part) is going to be demonstrated, test fired or the like.  This also applies to a repairer of firearms and to firearms which a manufacturer has taken in for repairs.

The manufacturer is obliged to provide a person with whom a firearm is left according to the provisions in the preceding paragraph with a written authorization showing that the person in question is in the employment of a firearms manufacturer.  The authorization shall be dated and signed by the manager in charge of the enterprise or by another person who has been empowered to do so.


(1) Applies only to Svalbard.

Chapter 7. Manufacture for own use

§7-1 Manufacture of ammunition

Permission is not required to manufacture ammunition for one’s own lawful use.  This also applies to the production of projectiles.

Components for manufacturing ammunition can be acquired on production of a firearms licence.

§7-2 Manufacture of firearms and firearm parts
It is not permitted to manufacture firearms or firearm parts as mentioned in sections 1 and 2 of the Firearms Act without Police permission.

Part Five. Importing and exporting firearms, firearm parts and ammunition

Chapter 8. Prohibition of imports

§8-1 Prohibition of imports of weapons or the like not covered by § 1 of the Firearms Act

It is prohibited to import weapons mentioned in section 1-4 of the present Regulation.

The Chief of Police may grant exemptions from this prohibition.

§8-2 Prohibition of imports of certain types of weapons and ammunition

It is prohibited to import weapons and ammunition mentioned in sections 1-2 and 1-3.

The Chief of Police may in special cases grant exemptions from this if regard for public safety and good order presents no obstacle.

Chapter 9. Commercial importation of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition

§9-1 Application for permission to engage in commercial importation

An application for permission to import must be dated and signed by the applicant.

If the application concerns commercial importation of firearms, firearm parts or ammunition not covered by Act of 14 June 1974 relating to explosive goods no. 39 (1) or the Fire and Explosions Safety Act of 14 June 2002 no. 20, the application must contain the following information:


a) the applicant’s (firm’s) full name and address,

b) for imports of firearms/firearm parts:  the number, type or kind, manufacturer’s number, the model designation, the mechanism (type) and calibre,


c) for imports of ammunition:  the quantity and weight,


d) the supplier’s name and address,


e) if the lot is expected to arrive in several consignments,


f) who issued the applicant’s licence to engage in trade in firearms etc.

A copy of a document showing the purchase price must be enclosed with the application.


(1) Applies only to Svalbard.

§9-2 Permission to engage in commercial importation

Permission for commercial importation of firearms, firearm parts or ammunition as mentioned in § 1 - § 3 , and not covered by Act of 14 June 1974 relating to explosive goods no. 39 (1) or the Fire and Explosions Safety Act of 14 June 2002 no. 20, is given by the Chief of Police at the applicant’s place of residence or, if he is not resident in the realm, at the place where he is staying.  If the applicant is a legal person, permission is given by the Chief of Police at the place where the applicant’s office is located.

Permission as mentioned in the first paragraph is given on a special form which is sent to the applicant completed, dated, stamped and numbered.  Special permission to import must be given for each lot of goods.

The permission must be dated and signed by the Chief of Police and contain the following information:

a) the full name and address of the person given the permission,

b) for imports of firearms/firearm parts:  the number, type or kind, manufacturer’s number, the model designation, the mechanism (type) and calibre,


c) for imports of ammunition:  the quantity and weight,


d) the supplier’s name and address.

The permission is valid for a period of 3 months.  It may on application be extended for a further 3 months.  For such an extension of the period of validity no fee is payable.

A transfer of the permission to import must not occur.


(1) Applies only to Svalbard.

§9-3 Police control of applications for permission to engage in commercial importation

In addition to checking that the applicant for permission to import holds a valid licence and that the application contains the necessary formalities, the Police shall also assess whether in the light of policing, security and social considerations it is advisable to consent to the application.  In this assessment, the type and number of weapons and the nature of the weapons must be taken into account.

§9-4 Conditions to be met for international import certificates

Before permission to import weapons for re-exportation is granted, the Police shall ascertain that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has given the applicant an international import certificate.  An international import certificate should likewise not be issued before it has been cleared with the Police that permission to import will be granted.  Permission to import shall not be given before the applicant can document that he will receive permission to re-export from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, cf. section 23 of the Firearms Act.

§9-5 Commercial importation of weapons as mentioned in §5 of the Firearms Act

Permission is required to import:

a) slaughtering implements and line-throwing and harpoon guns (section 5 litra a of the Firearms Act)


b) locks and barrels for weapons mentioned in litra a (cf. section 5 litra b of the Firearms Act)


c) ammunition for weapons as mentioned in litra a (cf. § 5 litra c of the Firearms Act).

§9-6 Commercial importation of loose shot

Loose shot may be imported without obtaining permission.

§9-7 Police lists of permits to engage in commercial importation

The Police keep a consecutive list in a central firearms register of all permits given to import firearms, firearm parts and ammunition not covered by Act of 14 June 1974 relating to explosive goods no. 39 (1) or the Fire and Explosions Safety Act of 14 June 2002 no. 20.

The list must show:


a) who was given the permission,

 
b) when it was granted,


c) the kind of goods and the quantity to which the permission applies,


d) the stipulated fee and whether it has been paid.


(1) Applies only to Svalbard.

§9-8 Submission to the Customs Authority of permits to engage in commercial importation

An import permit must be presented to the Customs Authority before the imported firearms, firearms parts or ammunition can be handed over.

The Customs Authority notes what has been imported on the permit.  The Customs Authority then sends the permit to the Office of the Auditor General.  If the whole lot of goods to which the permit applies has not arrived in the same consignment, a new import permit must be applied for for the remaining goods.  Such a permit is issued without payment of a new fee.

§9-9 General permission to engage in commercial importation

An enterprise which itself produces firearms, firearm parts or ammunition not covered by Act of 14 June 1974 relating to explosive goods no. 39 (1) or the Fire and Explosions Safety Act of 14 June 2002 no. 20 may on application be granted general permission to import such objects for an amount stated in the permit which must not exceed NOK 250,000.  The permission remains valid until goods have been imported for up to that amount, but not for more than 3 months.  The Customs Authority makes a dated annotation on the permit stating what has been imported on each occasion and its value.  When the permit is exhausted or has expired, it must be presented to the Customs Authority, which sends it to the Office of the Auditor General.

The Police Directorate may in special cases grant exemptions from the provisions in the first paragraph.


(1) Applies only to Svalbard.

§9-10 Handling of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition not collected from the Customs  post

Firearms, firearm parts and ammunition not collected from the Customs post shall be dealt with according to the rules which otherwise apply to unclaimed goods.

Sale by public auction of firearms, firearm parts or ammunition not covered by Act of 14 June 1974 relating to explosive goods no. 39 (1) or the Fire and Explosion Safety Act of 14 June 2002 no. 20 can not be finalized until the buyer has obtained an acquisition permit according to the provisions laid down in Parts Two and Three.

The Police are obliged on request to help the Customs Authority to find a storage space for firearms, firearm parts or ammunition that are to be sold at auction or stored by the authorities or on their initiative.


(1) Applies only to Svalbard.

§9-11 Importation and exportation of ammunition from member states covered by 



the EEA Agreement

Importation and exportation of ammunition to or from a member state covered by the EEA Agreement may only take place in pursuance of Directive 93/15/EEA of 5 April 1993 on the harmonization of the provisions relating to the placing on the market and supervision of explosives for civil uses.  The provisions also apply to exports and imports of ammunition in connection with mail order sales.

In connection with exports of ammunition from Norway to another state in the EEA region, the sender shall before the consignment is dispatched give the following information to the Police in the district where the ammunition is:


a) the names and addresses of the transferer and transferee and if necessary of the owner,


b) the place to which the ammunition is to be sent or transported,


c) the quantity of ammunition to be sent or transported,


d) sufficient information to identify the ammunition,


e) how the ammunition is to be transported,


f) the date of the dispatch and the expected date of arrival.

It is not necessary to give the information mentioned in litra e) and f) of the preceding paragraph

in cases of transfers between arms dealers.  The Police shall examine the conditions under which the transfer is to be made, having particular regard to public safety.  If the Police approve the transfer, they shall issue a permit containing all the information mentioned in the second paragraph.  The permit shall accompany the ammunition to its destination.  The permit shall be produced whenever requested by the competent authorities within the EEA region which the ammunition is being transported through or to.

The Police may give arms dealers the right to transfer ammunition from Norway to an arms dealer established in another state covered by the EEA Agreement, without advance permission as mentioned in the preceding paragraph.  For this purpose, the Police shall issue a permit which shall be valid for three years and which may be suspended or withdrawn at any time on the basis of a reasoned decision.  A document referring to the permit shall accompany the ammunition to its destination.  The document must be produced whenever requested by the competent authorities in states covered by the EEA Agreement.  Before the consignment is dispatched, the arms dealer shall give the Police in the district where the ammunition is all the information mentioned in the second paragraph.

When the Police permit a transfer as mentioned in the second paragraph, the Police shall communicate all the information pertaining to the transfer to the authorities of the recipient country and if necessary of countries of transit.  The information as mentioned in the second paragraph shall be communicated to the recipient country and in the event to countries of transit no later than when the transfer takes place.

In the event of a serious threat to or attack on public safety in consequence of unlawful use or possession of ammunition covered by Directive 93/15/EEA, the Police may take all necessary steps regarding the transfer of ammunition to prevent such unlawful possession or use, regardless of the above-mentioned provision.

Steps taken in pursuance of the preceding paragraph shall not constitute a means of imposing arbitrary differential treatment or a hidden restriction on trade between member states.  When the Police take such steps, they shall immediately be communicated to the Police Directorate.

Chapter 10. Non-commercial importation of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition

§10-1 Requirements for applications for non-commercial importation for own use

In connection with an application to import firearms for his own use, the applicant shall complete in triplicate the form prescribed for applications for permission to acquire and own firearms.  The application must show that the acquisition is to take place in the form of an import.

If the application relates to importing ammunition not covered by Act of 14 June 1974 relating to explosive goods no. 39 (1) or Act of 14 June 2002 no. 20 (the Fire and Explosions Safety Act) for one’s own use, the applicant must give the information mentioned above in the second paragraph of section 9-1.

Permission to import firearms for one’s own use is given in the form of a dated endorsement on the 3 copies submitted of the application form for permission to acquire and possess firearms.


(1) Applies only to Svalbard.

§10-2 Treatment by the Customs Authority of permission to import for own use

The Customs Authority enters a dated endorsement on each of the three copies of the application form stating what has been imported (kind, calibre, manufacturer’s mark, model designation and weapon number).

The Customs Authority returns one copy of the form to the applicant and send one copy of the form to the Chief of Police who granted the permission.  The Customs Authority sends the third copy to the Office of the Auditor General.

Sections 9-7 to 9-9 and section 9-11 apply correspondingly as appropriate.

Chapter 11. Non-commercial exportation of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition

§11-1 Application for permission for non-commercial exportation

In the present provisions, by non-commercial exportation of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition is understood exportation by others than those who carry on trade in firearms, firearm parts or ammunition or produce such objects for sale.

An application for permission for non-commercial exportation of firearms, firearm parts or ammunition must be dated and signed by the applicant.

The application must contain the following information:


a) the applicant’s full name and address,


b) the kind of goods (type, calibre, etc.),


c) the quantity or weight,


d) the destination and address.

The export permit is valid for a period of 3 months and may on application be extended for a further 3 months.  No fee is charged for such an extension of the period of validity of the permit.

§11-2 Police list of permits to engage in non-commercial exportation

The Police keep in a central firearms register a consecutive list of permits granted to engage in non-commercial exportation of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition.

The list must show:


a) who was given permission,


b) when it was given and how long it is valid,


c) to what kind of goods and to what quantity the permission applies,


d) what fee is stipulated and whether it has been paid.

§11-3 Submission to the Customs Authority of permits to engage in non-commercial exportation

The export permit must be handed in to the Customs Authority before the exportation can take place.

If the entire quantity for which permission has been given is not to be sent in a single consignment, a new export permit must be applied for for the remainder.  Here reference is made to the permission already obtained.  No fee is payable for the new export permit for the remainder.

The Customs Authority sends the submitted export permit to the Office of the Auditor General with an endorsement stating what has been exported.

Export permits may be sent to the Office of the Auditor General once a month. 

Chapter 12. Temporary importation and exportation without a European Firearms Pass

§12-1 Temporary exportation by a Norwegian national (§25 litra a of the Firearms Act)

A Norwegian national who is to be away from the realm for a period of up to 1 year may on departure take with him for his personal use firearms with appurtenant parts and a reasonable quantity of ammunition for those firearms on showing the Customs Authority a valid firearms licence.

The person in question must on departure hand in to the Customs Authority a written declaration on the prescribed form, in two copies.  The declaration is certified by the Customs Authority, which retains one copy and returns the other to the issuer.

If reimportation takes place at the same Customs post as the exportation, the latter compares the 2 copies of the declaration, and destroys them if the wordings are still identical.

If reimportation takes place at another Customs post, it sends the declaration received for control to the Customs post where the exportation took place.  The latter destroys the declarations if their wordings are still identical. The Customs Authority immediately sends declarations which are not identical to the Chief of Police of the district where the person concerned is resident or was staying before leaving the country.  At the end of each calendar year, the Customs Authority moreover sends all undestroyed declarations which are older than 1 year to the Chief of Police of the district as mentioned.

§12-2 Temporary importation by a foreign national (§25 litra c of the Firearms Act)

A foreign national who is to stay in the realm for a period of up to 3 months may on entry bring with him for his personal use hunting weapons and weapons for use in shooting competitions with the appurtenant firearms parts and a reasonable quantity of ammunition for those weapons - including also weapons etc. as mentioned in section 16-4 - on presentation to the Customs Authority of a firearms licence of the kind required in his home country.  The person concerned must, however, have reached the age required to possess such firearms in this country.

The person concerned must on entry issue a written declaration in 2 copies.

The declarations must be dated and signed and contain the following information:


a) his full name and address,


b) the issuer of the firearms licence and its number,


c) his age if under 21,


d) the kind, calibre, manufacturer’s mark and number of the firearms (firearm parts),


e) the quantity and kind of ammunition,


f) what the firearms will be used for in Norway, and where they will be used.

If the weapons are to be used for competition shooting, a written invitation must be presented from the organization holding the competition.  In such cases, importation may take place even though the person concerned is under 16 years of age (21 for revolvers and pistols).

The declarations are certified by the Customs Authority, which retains one copy.  The other copy is returned to the issuer, and is valid as a firearms licence for a period of 3 months.

A person who has imported firearms, firearm parts or ammunition according to the provisions in the first to fifth paragraphs may within 3 months re-export the firearms (firearm parts) and the quantity of ammunition comprised in the certified declaration on handing the latter in to the Customs Authority.

If the re-exportation takes place at the same Customs post as the importation, the post compares the 2 copies of the declaration and destroys them if their wordings are still identical.

If the re-exportation takes place at a different Customs post, the declaration received is sent for control to the Customs post were the importation took place.  The Customs post destroys the declarations if their wordings are still identical.

The Customs Authority immediately sends such declarations as are no longer identical to the National Bureau of Crime Investigation.  At the end of each calendar year, the Customs Authority moreover sends all undestroyed declarations that are more than 3 months old to the National Bureau of Crime Investigation.

§12-3 Temporary importation of firearms and ammunition on personal protection assignments

Foreign nationals who wish to bring with them firearms, cf. section 1 of the Firearms Act, and the appurtenant ammunition for the purpose of personal protection assignments of up to 3 months’ duration in Norway must before entry have obtained the consent of the head of the Norwegian Police Security Service.  Such consent serves in lieu of a firearms licence.

Permanent security personnel at foreign embassies in Norway may also with the consent of the head of the Norwegian Police Security Service have weapons imported for personal security assignments.

§12-4 Temporary exportation in connection with a hunting and trapping expedition

Norwegian hunting and trapping expeditions may on departure from the realm take with them firearms, firearm parts and ammunition for use in hunting and trapping without obtaining an export permit from the Chief of Police.

The leader of the hunting and trapping expedition (the master of the vessel) must on departure present a complete list in 2 copies of the firearms, firearm parts and ammunition being carried.

The lists must be dated and signed by the leader of the expedition.  They must contain the following information:


a) the name of the vessel,


b) the vessel’s owner (shipowning company),


c) the nature of the hunting/trapping and where it is to be carried on,


d) the kind, calibre, manufacturer’s mark and number of the firearms,


e) the number and kind of the firearm parts,


f) the quantity and kind of the ammunition.

The list shall contain a declaration by the leader of the expedition that the firearms etc. will be used in the hunting and trapping.

The lists are certified by the Customs Authority, which retains one copy and returns the other to the leader of the expedition.

The rules in the second to fifth paragraphs apply correspondingly when on departure firearms, firearm parts or ammunition as mentioned in section 9-5 are carried for hunting and trapping purposes.

§12-5 Temporary importation in connection with a hunting and trapping expedition

A Norwegian hunting and trapping expedition which exported firearms, firearm parts or ammunition according to the provisions in section 19-4 may on conclusion of the hunting and trapping reimport the firearms and firearm parts and quantity of ammunition which the certified list comprises on handing the list in to the Customs Authority.

If reimportation takes place at the same Customs post as the exportation, the latter compares the 2 copies of the list, and destroys them if the wordings are still identical.

If reimportation takes place at another Customs post, it sends the list received for control to the Customs post where the exportation took place.  The latter destroys the declarations if their wordings are still identical.

The Customs Authority immediately sends lists which are no longer identical to the Chief of Police of the district where the leader of the expedition is resident or was staying before departure.

Chapter 13. The European Firearms Pass

§13-1 Issuing a Norwegian European Firearms Pass

The Chief of Police may issue a European Firearms Pass, cf. Directive 91/477/EEC of 18 June 1991 on the control of the acquisition and possession of weapons, to persons who are resident in the realm and lawfully possess hunting or competition weapons.

European Firearms Passes are as a general rule made valid for 5 years.  If the owner of the firearm holds a termporary firearms licence, the term of validity of the Firearms Pass shall not exceed that of the firearms licence.

A valid European Firearms Pass automatically becomes invalid if the firearms licence of the person in question is revoked.

The holder of an invalid European Firearms Pass is obliged to hand it in to the Police without delay.

The rules relating to European Firearms Passes do not apply on Svalbard.

§13-2 Temporary exportation with a valid Norwegian European Firearms Pass

The holder of a valid Norwegian Firearms Pass may, without obtaining the consent of the Police, and notwithstanding the provisions in the first to fifth paragraphs of section 19-1, temporarily export and subsequently re-import firearms, firearm parts and a reasonable quantity of ammunition for those weapons if the temporary exportation is of shorter duration than 3 months.

§13-3 Temporary importation with a valid European Firearms Pass

A foreign national who is to stay in the realm for a period of up to 3 months and who holds a valid European Firearms Pass may without special permission transport and have possession of firearms while travelling in the realm in connection with participation in hunting or competition shooting.  The provisions in the first to fifth paragraphs of section 19-2 do not apply to persons holding valid European Firearms Passes.

The right to transport and have possession of firearms according to this provision presupposes that the person is able to document the background to the journey, e.g. by showing an invitation to a shooting competition or documentation that he has access to hunting terrain.

The Firearms Pass must cover the firearm or firearms which the holder is transporting, and the firearm must be of a type which may lawfully be used in Norway.

Holders of European Firearms Passes may transport and own ammunition in reasonable quantities, provided the conditions in the second and third paragraphs are met.

A foreign national who owns a firearm covered by a European Firearms Pass is obliged to present the firearm and the Firearms Pass for control when required by the Police, the Nature Inspectorate, or a local hunting control body which is approved by the national Nature Inspectorate or has limited police authority.  Together with the Firearms Pass the holder is obliged to present recognised proof of identity, such as a passport or a driving licence.

Part Six.  Storage and transport

Chapter 14. Private storage of firearms and ammunition

§14-1 Safe storage requirements

The owner of  a firearm, firearm parts or ammunition is obliged to store the objects so that outsiders can not gain access to them.  The owner and possessor of a firearm is obliged to see that the firearm is empty of ammunition while stored.

§14-2 Required FG-approved gun safe and FG-approved burglar alarm

All firearms subject to mandatory registration or the vital parts of such firearms shall be stored in gun safes approved by the Norwegian Insurers Approval Board (FG) or secure storage units with higher security levels, cf. the insurance companies rules relating to the testing and approval of secure storage units (1985).  By FG-approved gun safes or secure storage units with higher security levels is meant storage units approved according to Norwegian Standard NS 5089, INSTA 610 or NS-EN 1143-1.  Units subject to corresponding approval in another EU or EEA country are regarded as approved.  By vital part is meant lock or barrel.  If the firearm is loaded by breaking it, the barrel, the head of the stock or the butt with a bascule/trigger unit are considered vital parts.  Vital parts of pistols are the weapon’s frame or slide/breech block.  Vital parts of revolvers are the frame or cylinder /….

If more than 25 weapons that are subject to mandatory registration, regardless of type, have been registered in the same household (residential unit), the place of storage shall be secured by FG-approved burglar alarm installations connected to 24-hour alarm receiving stations which, with their own watchmen or by agreement with individuals or enterprises, can ensure a turn-out in the event of an alarm.  The Chief of Police may in special cases grant exemptions from the requirement of an alarm linked to a 24-hour alarm receiving station.

The requirement of an FG-approved gun safe can be waived if the weapons are stored in a separate armoury which has been approved in advance by the Police.  For the armoury to be approved, the walls, ceiling and floor must be made of materials with a penetration resistance equivalent to at least 20 cm mortared Leca (light expanded clay).  The door(s) must be approved according to Norwegian Standard NS3170, 1st edition January 1992, class 3 or 4, or later editions.  The room must have no window.  The Police may grant permission for ammunition to be stored together with weapons in an armoury.

It is forbidden to keep firearms that are subject to mandatory registration in an uninhabited cabin, house or the like.  This does not apply, however, to leisure homes in an area where there is permanent residence and under regular surveillance by a permanently resident neighbour.  The owner’s or holder’s home is regarded as inhabited also during longer periods of absence.

In cases of temporary storage of a weapon brought in connection with hunting or a competition, when it is not possible to store the weapon/weapons in pursuance of the above-mentioned rules, the weapon must be stored under proper surveillance.  The weapon/weapons may temporarily be left without supervision if a vital part is removed and kept under supervision.

The Police may issue special instructions for the storage of weapons.   

§14-3 Storage of ammunition

Without Police permission, it prohibited to keep more than 10,000 cartridges of handgun ammunition or 15,000 cartridges of handgun ammunition of which at least 5,000 cartridges are of calibre .22 long rifle/.22 short.  The ammunition must be stored locked away in a special locker, drawer or other lockable storage unit, separate from the firearms.

In an FG-approved gun safe or in a storage unit with a higher security level, the number of cartridges that has been approved by the unit’s manufacturer according to guidelines issued by the Directorate for Civil Protection and Emergency Planning may be stored together with firearms.  If the storage unit has not been specially approved for the storage of ammunition, no more than 2,000 cartridges may be stored in it.

A person who has Police permission to store more than 10,000 cartridges of handgun ammunition, or as the case may be more than 15,000 cartridges of handgun ammunition of which at least 5,000 are of calibre .22 long rifle/.22 short, is obliged to notify the Fire Services of where the ammunition is stored and to follow any instructions given by the Fire Services concerning the storage.  Permission shall not be given before confirmation is shown that the Fire Services have been notified and instructions if any have been followed.

Gunpowder and percussion caps shall be stored in accordance with the regulations in force at any given time laid down in pursuance of  Act of 14 June 1974 relating to explosive goods no. 39 (1) or Act of 14 June 2002 no. 20, the Fire and Explosions Safety Act.  Up to 5 kg. of  smokeless powder and 10,000 percussion caps may be kept in the same household.

Ammunition shall not be stored in an uninhabited cabin, house or the like.  In the owner’s or holder’s home, ammunition may be stored as laid down in paragraph 1, also during longer periods of absence. This does not apply, however, to leisure homes in an area where there is permanent residence and under regular surveillance by a permanently resident neighbour.  The owner’s or holder’s home is regarded as inhabited also during longer periods of absence.

In special cases the Chief of Police may grant exemption from the provisions in paragraph 5 of section 22-1 and paragraph 5 above regarding storage of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition by shooting associations/rifle clubs, hunting associations and museums.  When exemptions are granted, the firearms or vital parts of the firearms shall be stored in FG-approved gun safes or in storage units with higher security levels.  If exemption is granted for more than 10 weapons that are subject to mandatory registration, the storage unit shall be protected by an FG-approved burglar alarm installation linked to a 24-hour alarm receiving station which, with its own watchmen or by agreement with individual persons or enterprises, can ensure a turn-out in the event of an alarm.


(1) Applies only to Svalbard.

§14-4 Temporary storage of firearms and ammunition

The owner of firearms, firearm parts or ammunition may in special cases leave his firearms, firearm parts or ammunition for temporary storage by someone else.  If according to the rules in Chapter 19 of the Firearms Regulation the firearm may not be left with others, storage by others may only take place when permission has been obtained from the Chief of Police of the district where the person concerned has registered his firearms.

A time limit shall be set for permission for temporary storage, which shall not be given longer duration than 1 year at a time.  A person who is to store firearms, firearm parts or ammunition for someone else must himself hold a firearms licence for the same type of weapon.  A weapon left for storage may only be used by the person with whom it has been left provided it is permitted to lend the weapon according to the rules in section 11 of the Firearms Act and the appurtenant provisions.  Weapons and ammunition being stored for others are included in the number of “weapons subject to mandatory registration”, “firearms” and “cartridges” according to the rules in Chapter 14 of the Firearms Regulation in respect of the household carrying out the temporary storage.

§14-5 Storage of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition belonging to a deceased’s estate



or an estate in bankruptcy

When special reasons so indicate, the Police may decide that firearms, firearm parts or ammunition in the possession of a deceased’s estate or an estate in bankruptcy shall until further notice be stored by the Police or by a person as decided by the Police.

Chapter 15. Transport of firearms

§15-1 Transport of firearms

During transport firearms shall be emptied of ammunition, and firearms and ammunition shall be under surveillance.  The firearm shall during transport be packed in a case, hold-all, bag, sack or the like.  In public places it is not permitted to transport a firearm in a holster or the like carried about the body.  If the firearm is transported as accompanied luggage, a vital part must be removed or the firearm made safe by other means so that it can not be used.  If the firearm is carried in a motor vehicle, it must be placed where it is not easily accessible.  The firearm may then be kept whole, provided it is kept under proper surveillance.  If the motor vehicle is left without proper surveillance, a vital part must be removed and carried.  The firearm’s principal part and ammunition may be left locked away provided it is well concealed.  This provision does not apply to Svalbard.

Part Seven. Provisions relating to lending

Chapter 16. Lending

§16-1 Lending by natural persons (first to fifth paragraphs of §11 of the Firearms Act)

Whoever lends or in other ways hands over a firearm (firearm parts) to someone else shall give the recipient a dated and signed attestation to that effect.

The attestation shall contain:


a) the lender’s and the borrower’s name and address,


b) the lender’s firearm licence (the number and issuing authority),


c) the kind, calibre, manufacturer’s mark and number of the firearms (firearm parts) lent,


d) what the firearms (firearm parts) are to be used for,


e) for what period of time the firearms (firearm parts) are being lent.

The attestation is valid as a firearm licence for up to 4 weeks from its date of issue.

Pistols, revolvers and semi-automatic rifles may be lent to or handed over to others who hold valid firearm licences for corresponding firearms.

Pistols, revolvers and semi-automatic rifles acquired for practice and competition shooting may also be lent to or handed over to others according to this provision when this is necessary in connection with manufacture, trade, repairs or sales on commission via an authorised arms dealer.  The person with whom the firearm is left must have reached the age of 21.

§16-2 Lending by an association affiliated with  an approved shooting organization (the last paragraph of § 11 of the Firearms Act)

An association or other shooting organization which has a collective firearms licence may lend rifles (or parts of such firearms) to its members.  On a rifle range, firearms as mentioned may be lent to members who have not reached the age of 18.  For use elsewhere than on a rifle range, such firearms must not be lent to members under the age of 18 unless the borrower is under proper supervision, and the child’s parents or the person who otherwise has care of the child has consented to the loan.  Other members may be lent such firearms (firearm parts) for a period of up to 1 year if it can be assumed that they satisfy the requirements in the Firearms Act for having an application for permission to own a firearm granted.  The loan may be renewed for a corresponding period of time.

Pistols, revolvers and semi-automatic rifles may be lend or left with others who hold valid firearms licences for corresponding firearms.

Pistols, revolvers and semi-automatic rifles acquired for practice and competition shooting may also be lent to or handed over to others when this is necessary in connection with manufacture, trade, repairs or sales on commission via an authorised arms dealer.  The person with whom the firearm is left according to this and the preceding paragraph must have reached the age of 21.

§16-3 Issuing of a control ticket in connection with lending by an association

An association etc. which lends firearms (firearm parts) shall give the borrower a dated and signed control ticket.  However, a control ticket is not issued when the firearms (firearm parts) are not removed from the association’s rifle range.

The control ticket shall state


a) the borrower’s name and address,


b) the organization’s name and firearms licence (number and issuing authority)


c) the kind, calibre, manufacturer’s mark and number of the firearms (firearm parts).

The control ticket is valid as a firearm licence for a period of up to 1 year from its date of issue.

§16-4 Issuing of a loan list in connection with lending by an association

An association etc. which lends firearms (firearm parts) must keep a list of loans.

The list of loans shall state:


a) the organization’s name and firearms licence (number and issuing authority), 

b) the person responsible for the organization’s firearms and firearm parts (the chairman, the manager, or another).

The list shall further contain a consecutive list of


a) the names of the borrowers,


b) the kind, calibre, manufacturer’s mark and number of the borrowed firearms (firearm parts),


c) the date of the loan,


d) the date of return.

A list of the organization’s members shall be kept with the list of loans.

§16-5 Lending by business enterprises (the last paragraph of §11 of the Firearms Act)

An enterprise or other institution which holds a firearms licence may supply firearms (firearm parts) to those of its employees who need firearms in their work.

The firearm (firearm part) must outside working hours be safely kept at the institution which handed it out.

A person who has been supplied with a firearm (firearm parts) according to the provision in the first paragraph is obliged to return the firearm when he leaves the institution’s service or when the person responsible for the institution’s firearms requires that it be returned.

§16-6 Issuing of a control ticket in connection with lending by a commercial enterprise

An institution which hands out firearms (firearm parts) shall give the recipient a dated and signed control ticket.  No control ticket is issued, however, when the firearm (firearm parts) is not removed from the institution’s locality.

The control ticket shall state:


a) the recipient’s name and address,


b) the institution’s name and firearms licence (number and issuing authority),


c) the kind, calibre, manufacturer’s mark and number of the firearm (firearm parts).

The control ticket is valid as a firearms licence.

If the control ticket is for a revolver or pistol, the holder must always have the ticket on him when carrying or transporting the weapon.

§16-7 Issuing of a loan list in connection with lending by a commercial enterprise

An institution which hands out firearms (firearm parts) must keep a list of loans.

The list of loans shall state:


a) the organization’s name and firearms licence (number and issuing authority), 

b) the person responsible for the organization’s firearms and firearm parts.

The list shall further contain a consecutive list of


a) the names of the recipients,


b) the kind, calibre, manufacturer’s mark and number of the borrowed firearms (firearm parts),


c) the date of the loan,


d) the date of return.

Together with the list of loans a list shall be kept of employees entitled to be lent firearms.

§16-8 Lending by a dealer

The holder of a licence to carry on trade in firearms may temporarily remove such weapons from the shop when this is necessary because the weapon is to be repaired by a gunsmith or test fired and/or targeted by another arms dealer.

When lending to another dealer, the licensee is obliged to ascertain that the latter has a licence to carry on trade with the type of weapon in question.

Weapons may also be lent for up to 4 weeks in connection with purchases.  The borrower must show a firearms licence or acquisition permit from the Police for the type of weapon in question, and recognised proof of identity.

The dealer enters the borrower’s name and the number and issuing authority of the firearms licence in a consecutive list of all purchases, sales and loans as mentioned in section 5-3.  The dealer must also complete a loan declaration containing the borrower’s name, personal identity number and address, information concerning the acquisition permit, the date, and the term of the loan.  Other temporary removal of weapons from the shop shall take place under the direct supervision of the licensee or a person authorised by him.  This provision also applies to revolvers and pistols.  A person given charge of a revolver or pistol must have reached the age of 21.

In connection with a loan to a gunsmith, the licensee is obliged to check that the gunsmith holds a licence as a manufacturer/repairer, cf. Chapter 6.

Part Eight. Registration and marking of firearms and firearm parts

Chapter 17. Registration and marking of firearms and firearm parts

§17-1 Registration and marking of firearms and firearm parts

A manufacturer of firearms is obliged to mark firearms and firearm parts in accordance with more detailed guidelines issued by the Police Directorate.

A person who imports firearms that are subject to mandatory registration is obliged to mark the firearms and firearm parts in accordance with more detailed guidelines issued by the Police Directorate.

Part Nine. Administrative procedure

Chapter 18.  The application and its treatment

§18-1 Application for acquisition

An application for permission to acquire and own firearms (firearm parts) must be sent on the prescribed form which is dated and signed by the applicant and – if he is under 18 years of age and the application concerns acquisition of a rifle or shotgun – by his guardian.

An application from a legal person must contain the full name and address of the person authorised to sign the application, and of the person who is to be responsible for the storage and handing out of the firearms (firearm parts).

The application is sent to the local Police.

§18-2 Period of validity of the permit

An acquisition permit is valid for 12 months.  The period of validity can on application be extended by 6 months.  Extension of the period of validity is effected by an endorsement  on the acquisition permit.

§18-3 Delivery of firearms from the seller

An arms dealer (manufacturer) must only supply firearms (firearm parts) covered by the acquisition permit, and on production of recognised proof of identity.

On the acquisition permit, the arms dealer (manufacturer) enters full information concerning the weapon supplied.

The arms dealer (manufacturer) keeps a copy of the permit as an attachment to the list he must keep of his purchases and sales of firearms.  He sends the permit without delay to the Chief of Police in the district where he has his place of business.  He returns a copy of the permit to the buyer.

The copy of the acquisition permit which is returned to the buyer by the arms dealer (manufacturer) with an endorsement as mentioned is valid as a permit to own the firearms (firearm parts) until the usual firearms licence has been received.

A person who transfers a personal weapon must follow the same procedure as an arms dealer.  The copy of the acquisition permit which he keeps is valid legitimation that he no longer has the firearm (firearm part).  He sends his firearms licence to the Chief of Police together with the copy of the acquisition permit required by the Chief of Police.

§18-4 Issuing of the firearms licence

After receiving a copy of the acquisition permit from the arms dealer/seller with the endorsement as mentioned, the Chief of Police issues the firearms licence.

§18-5 Fees and expenses relating to modification, control, destruction etc.

The costs of having firearms, firearm parts or ammunition destroyed or rendered unserviceable are paid by the owner or possesssor concerned.  The same applies to the costs of modifying a weapon according to Police instructions and of the subsequent check by the Police of weapons that have been modified.  A person wishing to own or possess a firearm or to carry on trade in firearms may be ordered to meet in full or in part the expenses incurred by the state in controlling the firearm/type of firearm, including approval of semi-automatic weapons for civilian use.  The cost of marking firearms is paid by the manufacturer of the firearm according to the rules in Chapters 6 and 7 of the present Regulation or the importer of the firearm according to the rules in Chapters 9 and 10 of the present Regulation.

§18-6 Waiver of fees

The fee for permission to import firearms, firearm parts or ammunition commercially according to Royal Decree of 25 January 1963 no. 2 (part II, paragraph 17, litra b) is waived:

a) for the reimportation from abroad of Norwegian goods following repairs, finishing, modification or adaptation,

b) for the importation of parts or components which are to be finished or adapted in Norway for sale to dealers or consumers.

The fee for permission for non-commercial imports and exports of firearms, firearm parts or ammunition according to Royal Decree of 25 January 1963 no. 2 (part II, paragraph 17, litra c) is waived if the applicant is employed at a Norwegian Foreign Service Station or at a foreign state’s foreign service station in Norway.

Chapter 19. Provisions relating to firearms licences

§19-1 Firearms licences for natural persons (individual firearms licences)

Firearms licences for natural persons (individual firearms licences) are issued on a prescribed form on which the Chief of Police or a person authorised by him enters the number and date and his signature.

The firearms licence must state:


a) the holder’s full name, personal identity number and address,

b) the type, manufacturer’s mark, calibre and weapon number of the firearms – in the event with appurtenant firearm parts – which the holder has permission to own.

§19-2 Firearms licences for legal persons (collective firearms licences)

Firearms licences for legal persons (collective firearms licences) are issued on a prescribed form on which the Chief of Police or a person authorised by him enters the number and date and his signature.

The firearms licence must state:


a) the legal person’s full name and address and organization number,

b) the type, calibre, manufacturer’s mark, and weapon number of the firearms – in the event with appurtenant firearm parts – which the legal person has permission to own.

The holder of a collective firearms licence is obliged to keep the Police informed at all times as to who is responsible for the holder’s firearms (firearm parts) and entitled to lend or issue them.

§19-3 Issuing new firearms licences

A new firearms licence may be issued when:


a) the previously issued licence is so damaged or soiled that it is no longer suitable for use, or


b) the previously issued licence has been stolen or lost in some other way.

Loss of a firearms licence shall promptly be reported to the Chief of Police who issued the licence.  The report shall be in writing and contain a brief explanation of how the licence was lost.

§19-4 Surrender of firearms licences

The holder of a firearms licence is obliged to surrender the licence to the Police when he transfers the right of ownership of the firearm to another person.  The same applies if he loses the firearm or if the arm belongs to his estate in bankruptcy.

If the holder of an individual firearms licence dies, the licence shall be surrendered to the Police.

Chapter 20.  The Firearms Register

§20-1 The central Firearms Register

The Police keep a central firearms register pursuant to guidelines issued by the Police Directorate.

Chapter 21. Processing of appeals

§21-1 Processing of appeals

Decisions taken by the Chief of Police according to the provisions in the Firearms Act of 9 June 1961 no. 1 with supplementary provisions may be appealed to the Police Directorate, cf. section 30 of the Firearms Act.

Chapter 22. Revocation of firearms licences and temporary surrender of firearms

§22-1 Revocation of firearms licences and temporary surrender of firearms

The Police may revoke a firearms licence if it is assumed that the holder for reasons of illness, age or the like is no longer able to ensure safe storage or use of the firearm.

When the Police require temporary surrender of firearms, firearm parts or ammunition when giving advance notice of the revocation of a firearms licence, cf. the fifth paragraph of section 10 of the Firearms Act, the temporary surrender shall have a 6-week deadline.  The deadline may only be extended if the Police, before being able to decide to revoke the firearms licence, need to obtain further information which is received so late that the deadline can not be observed.

Chapter 23. Police control

§23-1 Police control of dealers and manufacturers

The Police control that:

a) dealers’ quarterly statements of their stores and turnover of firearms (the last paragraph of section 5-2) accord with the list the Police keep of each dealer’s sales of firearms (section 5-2) and with the notifications they receive of the dealers’ purchases of firearms (section 5-2).

b) dealers’ ammunition records accord with the mandatory enclosures (section 5-3),

c) dealers’ business premises and storerooms accord with the relevant provisions that apply at any given time,

d) dealers store firearms and ammunition in accordance with the relevant provisions that apply at any given time (section 5-4),

e) dealers in other respects carry out the duties imposed on them.

§23-2 Police control of weapon owners

In the event of control of civilian storage of firearms, firearm parts and ammunition, cf. the second paragraph of section 27 a of the Firearms Act, the holder of the firearms licence shall receive advance notice from the Police at least 48 hours before the control takes place.  The control shall be effected in the place(s) indicated by the firearm owner as the storage place(s) for firearms, firearm parts and ammunition.  If firearms or firearm parts that are listed on the holder’s firearms licence are missing, the person concerned shall be required to give a satisfactory account of where the objects are, and be given a short deadline for producing the firearms/firearm parts in question for control.

Part Ten.  Transitional provisions and evaluation

Chapter 24. Transitional provisions

§24-1 Legal unregistered shotguns acquired before 1 October 1990

Unregistered shotguns lawfully acquired before 1 October 1990 are regarded as “weapons subject to mandatory registration” and “firearms” according to Chapter 14 of the Firearms Regulation until the late registration requirement enters into force.

§24-2 Acquisition of shotgun ammunition for legal unregistered shotguns

Until the expiry of the time limit for late registration of shotguns acquired before 1 October 1990, shotgun ammunition may be acquired on production of a firearms licence for other weapons or a valid 

hunting licence.

§24-3 Earlier  weapons not previously subject to mandatory registration

Whoever before the entry into force of the Regulation owns rifles and shotguns with model years earlier than 1885 and pistols and revolvers with model years earlier than 1871 may keep these without special permission.

§24-4 Surrender of prohibited ammunition

Ammunition which is prohibited according to section 1-3 may be surrendered to the Police or kept for use for up to one year after the entry into force of the Regulation.

§24-5 Implementing alarm and gun safe requirements

The requirements in the Regulation concerning alarms and gun safes, or corresponding security levels, must be met within one year of the entry into force of the Regulation.

§24-6 Licences for gunsmiths

Gunsmiths who were registered in the Register of Business Enterprises at Brønnøysund and in the value-added tax roll at the county tax office before 1 January 2002 may on application be granted a new licence.

Chapter 13. Administrative and financial consequences

13.1
Administrative consequences

The working party’s proposal for a new firearms regulation does not generally speaking entail any significant changes in Police administration and control of civilian firearms.  Certain proposals do, however, envisage more active follow-up and control on the part of the Police.  In several respects, on the other hand, the proposal implies simplification of Police processing of certain administrative decisions.  This applies among other things to the requirement of a so-called range of hunting weapons, in consequence of which Police work on individual applications for acquisition, and treatment of appeals if any, will be considerably reduced.  Current practice regarding the assessment of the needs that have to be shown in order to acquire more hunting weapons has not been clear, and different practices have developed in different Police Districts.  The party’s proposal will make a lot of time available which officials at present have to spend giving advice on and investigating circumstances relating to these questions, while a large proportion of appeals against refusals relate to precisely this issue.  There are accordingly grounds to expect a considerable reduction in the number of appeals cases.  It will be possible to devote the resources released by these changes to strengthening the control activities and preventive work undertaken by the Police aimed at weapons owners and weapon environments.

The proposal to introduce mandatory registration for shotguns acquired before 1 October 1990 will entail a considerable workload for the Police.  The number of unregistered shotguns in Norway is uncertain, but can be assumed to be in excess of 500,000.  In recent years the total number of weapons applications in Norway has normally been in the region of 50,000 cases per year.  The exception is 2004, when 100,920 applications were dealt with.  This was due to the implementation of the national weapons amnesty, but also includes numerous shotgun registrations.  In the party’s opinion, the Police will be able to cope with the task if a reasonable period of time is allowed for its implementation.  We would in this connection in particular point out that assessment of the applications will in most cases be straightforward.  This is because no assessment of need will be necessary, and because security considerations will be routine for those who already hold firearms licences for other weapons.  The party proposes that late registration shall take place within one year after the entry into force of the Regulation.

The party has proposed that decisions on exemptions, which at present are taken by the Police Directorate, be transferred to the Chiefs of Police.  One important administrative consequence of this will be that the appellate authority will be the Police Directorate and not the Ministry of Justice.  The party has seen disadvantages in having the Ministry as the appellate authority in a large number of individual cases.  A challenge which will follow from the party’s proposal in this respect will be to prevent excessive differences from developing in administrative practice.  The party assumes that this will have to be regulated by means of the powers of the Police Directorate to issue instructions, and notes that we recommend greater centralisation of weapons administration in Districts.

The future introduction of electronic reporting by arms dealers will mean quicker and cheaper case-handling.  One effect of this could be economies both for the administrative level concerned internally in the Police and correspondingly for private individuals.  This is not directly affected by the proposed new regulation, but ought to be considered more closely in connection with the implementation.

The party has proposed to remove relatively many of the provisions in the current Regulation concerning case-handling.  This is because these are rules that are otherwise embodied in the Public Administration Act and in general administrative principles.  The removal of some rules has also been proposed because they concern matters which ought to be made clear by means of internal instructions.  These proposed changes will have not administrative consequences.

13.2
Financial consequences

The late registration of shotguns will as mentioned above involve considerable amounts of work for the Police.  It will not be possible to finance this by means of fees, because the first paragraph of section 31 of the Firearms Act only authorises fees for applications for permission to acquire weapons.  The weapons in question here have already been lawfully acquired, but have to be presented for late registration.

The greatest financial consequence of the party’s proposal follows from the requirement of a gun safe from the first weapon on.  This will also apply to owners of legal unregistered shotguns.  We have made no calculations of what this will cost.  It must however be supposed to be a matter of several tens of thousands, perhaps several hundreds of thousands of safes at from NOK 2,000 to NOK 3,000 each.  One reason why this is so uncertain is that we do not know how many weapon owners keep their weapons in gun safes although they are not obliged to do so.  The reason for imposing such expenses on weapons owner is the danger of theft, misuse and accidents.  On this point we would emphasise that the most important consideration is that a gun safe can prevent the weapon from falling into the hands of other members of the household, for instance children or adolescents.  The number of suicides committed with firearms in Norway ranges from 100 to 160 per year.  An arrangement making safekeeping in safes obligatory will certainly reduce the number of suicides and accidental shootings, but this is something on which it is impossible for us to set any number.  It is, however, the party’s view that the proposal is also economically well founded.

The implementation of a new weapons amnesty will also call for the setting aside of considerable resources for the purpose.  This will have to be calculated in more detail in connection with the planning of the measure.

The requirement calling for national marking of firearms, pursuant to the United Nations Firearms Protocol against … Trafficking in Firearms etc., will chiefly have a bearing on the additional marking of imported weapons. These costs will presumably be relatively low.
