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Country

Language

IS - Iceland

EN - English

3A.

Department Responsible
Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Raudararstig 25
IS-150 Reykjavik
Tel: +354 560 9900
Fax: +354 560 4862

3B.

Originating Department
Ministry of Industries and Innovation
Skúlagötu 4
IS - 150 Reykjavík
Tel: +354 545 9700

5.

Title
Regulation on the use of the Keyhole label in the marketing of foodstuffs.

6.

Products and/or Services Concerned
C00A - AGRICULTURE, FISHING AND FOODSTUFFS

C50A(Foodstuffs) and C60A(Labelling).

7.

Notification under another Community Act
Regulation (EC) nº 315/93 on contaminants in food
Regulations (EC) nº 852/853/854/2004 relating to the hygiene of foodstuffs

✔ Regulation (EC) nº 1924/2006 concerning nutrition and health claims made on foods
Regulation (EC) nº 1925/2006 concerning the addition of vitamins and minerals and certain other
substances to foods
Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging waste
Directive 2000/13/EC on the labelling and presentation and advertising of foodstuffs
Directive 2006/123/EC on services in the internal market
98/48/EC information society services only
or specify provisions

quantitative or territorial restrictions

obligation to take a specific legal form

requirements which relate to the shareholding of a
company

requirements which reserve access to particular
providers

a ban on having more than one establishment in
the territory of the same State

requirements fixing a minimum number of
employees

fixed tariffs with which the provider must comply

obligation to supply other specific services

Other/Additional Information

8.

Main Content
The Keyhole is a voluntary label which highlights the nutritional quality of foodstuffs belonging to
certain food groups listed in Annex 2 to the Regulation. The label is based on nutritional criteria
relating to the content of fat, saturated fatty acids, sugars, salt and dietary fibre in the food groups.
The scientific basis for the criteria is The Nordic Nutritional Recommendations, latest published in
2012. The Keyhole label is used in Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Iceland.
General provisions on the use of the Keyhole label are given in the Regulation. The Keyhole can be
used for labelling and presentation of foods that fulfill the conditions for the relevant food group.
The label can be used on prepacked foods listed in Annex 2 and certain non prepacked foods that
are listed in Article 4. Food buisnesses that use the Keyhole label shall ensure that the use of the
label complies with the provisions of the Regulation. The Food and Veterinary Authority as well as
local health inspection authorities, under the supervision of the Authority, shall carry out controls to
ensure compliance with the provisions of the Regulation.

9.

The current Regulation on use of the Keyhole label was notified in 2012. The new Regulation
introduces new conditions for salt and saturated fatty acids and a number of existing conditions
within the different food groups are sharpened and new food groups are introduced. The new
Regulation also allows for more categories of non prepacked foods to be labelled with the Keyhole.
Sweden,
Denmark of
andGrounds
Norway are making corresponding changes to their Regulation.
Brief Statement
Labelling of foods with the Keyhole aims at guiding consumers toward healthier food within specific
food groups. The label can help consumers in having a balanced and healthy diet. The Keyhole has
been used in Iceland, Norway, Sweden and Denmark with good results.

10.

Reference Documents, Basic Texts
No Basic Text exists

Limit the marketing or use of a chemical substance, preparation or product

✔ References of the Basic Texts

The Regulation is issued pursuant to Articles 18b and 31a of the Foodstuffs Act, No 93/1995,
as amended.

Basic Texts have been forwarded within the
framework of a previous notification

11.

Invocation of the Urgency Procedure
Yes

12.

Grounds for the Urgency

13.

Confidentiality
Yes

Reference of previous notification(s)

/

/

/

/

14.

Fiscal measures
Yes

15.

Impact assessment
Yes (in a separate file)
or specify
It is not forseen that the Regulation will have an impact on trade within the EEA or on third country
import, as the Keyhole is a voluntary label.

16.

TBT and SPS aspects

TBT aspect
Yes
No - The draft is not a technical regulation nor a conformity assessment
No - The draft is in conformity with an international standard

✔ No - The draft has no significant impact on international trade

SPS aspect
Yes
✔ No - The draft is not a sanitary or phytosanitary measure

No – Content is the same as that of an international standard, directive or recommendation
No - The draft has no significant impact on international trade

