Part III.10

Supplementary Information Sheet on environmental

protection aid

This supplementary information sheet must be used for the notification of any aid covered by the Authority’s State aid Guidelines on aid for environmental protection
.

Objective of the aid

1.1. Which are the objectives aimed at in terms of environmental protection? Please submit a detailed description for each part of the scheme

…………..………………………………………………………………………….

If the measure in question has already been applied in the past, what have been the results in terms of environmental protection? …..…………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………….

1.2. If the measure is a new one, what environmental results are anticipated and over what period? ………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Investment aid aimed at the adaptation to new Standards or aimed at going beyond existing standards

2.1. Aid for adaptation to new Community standards

2.1.1. Will aid be granted for reaching Community standards already adopted at the time of notification?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

In the affirmative which are the Community standards in question?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please specify date at which they have been formally adopted by the competent EEA institutions.

Please confirm that no aid will be granted to large enterprises for reaching Community standards already adopted but not yet in force



 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If Community standards are set in a directive, which deadlines are set for the transposition? ………………………………………………………...……………………………

2.1.2. Which are the eligible costs?

………………………………………...………………………………………………………………………………………...…………………………………………

Please explain how it will be ensured that the eligible costs are only the extra costs necessary to meet the environmental objective, and how any cost savings engendered over the first 5 years of the life of the investment will be taken into account ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

To what extent are advantages deriving from a possible capacity increase and from accessory additional productions taken into account? …………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………….

2.1.3. What is the maximum aid intensity expressed as a gross amount of the planned aid? ……………………………………………………………………………………….

2.2. State aids aimed at going beyond Community standards or planned in case no Community standard exists.

2.2.1. If Community standards exist, please describe

……………………………………………………………………………………….

If there are no Community standards, are there national standards?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, please attach copies of the relevant texts.

Please confirm that an enterprise will only be granted aid for reaching national standards which are more stringent than Community standards or where no Community standards exist, if it complies with the relevant standard on the final date laid down in the national measure:

………………………………………………..……………………………………

Please give examples of eligible investments: ……………………………………………………………………..………….……

In the case of national standards, are they stricter than Community standards?


 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, please specify, ………………………………………………………………..……………………

………………………………………………..…………………………………….

2.2.2. What are the eligible costs?

Please explain in what way it will be ensured that the eligible costs are only the extra costs necessary to meet the environmental objective, and how any cost savings engendered over the first 5 years of the life of the investment will be taken into account. ……………………………………………………………………….

To what extent have possible advantages deriving from a capacity increase and additional accessory productions been taken into account?

2.2.3. Please state the maximum gross aid intensity of the planned measure

What is the standard maximum gross aid intensity of the planned measure?

Does the aid scheme provide for a bonus for undertakings situated in regions eligible for national regional aid?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, which bonuses are foreseen? …………………………………………………………….…………………………

Does the aid scheme provide for a bonus for SMEs?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, please give details? ………………………………….…………………………………………………….

Can the bonus be cumulated with the bonus for undertakings situated in assisted regions?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, please describe the modalities: ……………………………………………………………………….………………

3. Investment aid in the energy sector

3.1. Aids for investments aimed at energy saving

3.1.1. What is the energy saving expected as a result of the ad hoc aid or aid scheme?

Is the amount of the expected savings assessed by an independent expert? Please give examples of eligible investments …………………………………………….

3.1.2. What are the CO2 saving expected as a result of the ad hoc aid or aid scheme?

3.1.3. What are the eligible costs?

Please explain in what way it will be ensured that the eligible costs are only the extra costs necessary to meet the environmental objective, and how any cost savings engendered over the first 5 years of the life of the investment will be taken into account.

To what extent have possible advantages deriving from a capacity increase and additional accessory productions been taken into account?

What is the maximum gross aid intensity of the planned aid?

Does the project provide for a bonus for undertakings in areas eligible for national regional aid schemes?






 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, which bonuses are foreseen?

Does the planned scheme provide for a bonus for SMEs?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, which bonus?

Can this bonus be cumulated with the bonus applicable to undertakings in assisted areas?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, what are the conditions? ……………………………...…………………….

3.2. Aids in favour of the combined production of electricity and heat

3.2.1. Which primary source of energy will be used in the production process?

3.2.2. What will be the environmental benefit of the measure in question?

If the conversion efficiency is particularly high, give the comparative average.

What will be the minimum conversion efficiency of the eligible CHP plants?

If the measures allow energy consumption to decrease, in what proportion?

Have the provisions been elaborated by an independent expert?

In what respect and to what extent is the production process less damaging for the environment, if at all?

3.2.3. What are the eligible costs?

What would be the investment costs for the installation of a production entity for electricity (or heat) for the same capacity in terms of effective energy production?

To what extent is the sale of heat (if the installation is primarily destined for the production of energy) or the sale of electricity (in the opposite case) taken into account in order to decrease the higher investment costs?

In the case of the replacement of an existing installation, is there an advantage deriving from the increase of capacity or from cost saving?

How are those advantages calculated?

3.2.4. What is the maximum gross aid intensity of the planned aid?

What is the standard maximum gross intensity of the aid?

Does the planned scheme provide for a bonus for undertakings in assisted areas?




 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, which bonuses are foreseen? …………………………………...…………..

Is a bonus foreseen for SMEs?




 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, please give details

Can this bonus be cumulated with the bonus for undertakings in assisted areas?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, under what conditions?

3.3. Aids for investment in renewable energies

3.3.1. Which are the types of energy in question

In case the investments are meant to provide energy for a whole Community, describe the limits of this community and the types of energy used before for that purpose.

3.3.2. What are the eligible costs?

What would be the investment costs for the installation of a production entity for electricity for the same capacity in terms of effective energy production?

3.3.3. What is the maximum gross aid intensity of the planned aid?

If the aid may cover the total eligible costs, why is such an aid rate indispensable?

In similar circumstances, how would the produced energy be traded, through which distributors and at what tariffs? ……………………………………………………

Does the planned aid scheme provide for a bonus for undertakings situated in regions eligible for national regional aid?




 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If so, what is the size of the bonus? …………………………………………………

Is a bonus foreseen for SMEs?




 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, please give details: ………………………………………………………….

Can this bonus be cumulated with the bonus provided for undertakings in assisted regions?




 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, under which conditions? ……………………………………………….…..

Can the notified investment aid be combined with other State aid within the meaning of Article 61(1) of the EEA Agreement, or with other forms of financing through the participation of EFTA States in Community programs?




 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, please undertake to respect the maximum aid intensities stipulated in the environmental aid Guidelines, or, where aid serving different purposes and involving the same eligible costs is granted, the most favourable aid ceiling: ………………………………………………….……………………………………

4. Aid in favour of the rehabilitation of polluted industrial areas

4.1. What is the site in question (description of the site) and what is the nature of the pollution?

Has the nature, extent and risk to human health and the environment of the pollution been subject to an independent expert assessment?





 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

Which ones? Attach copies of the reports.

4.2. In the case of ad-hoc aid, please answer the following questions:

Is the current ownership of the site public or private?

If the current ownership of the site is public, has this site been purchased by the public administration in order to carry out the remediation/rehabilitation actions?





 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

Has the person responsible for the pollution of the site been identified?





 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If not, please describe briefly the exemption circumstances that render the polluter not liable

Has the value of the polluted site (before rehabilitation) been evaluated through an independent expert analysis?





 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

What is the market value of the site before the rehabilitation action? …………………………………….…………………………………..……………

What are the costs calculated for the rehabilitation work? …………….…….…….

What are the primary costs in the sense of the Authority’s State aid Guidelines on aid elements in sales of land and buildings by public authorities?

………..………………………………………………………………….………….

Has the value of the site after rehabilitation been estimated by an independent expert assessment?





 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

What is the estimated market value of the rehabilitated site?

Has the public administration the intention of selling the land within three years after the date of acquisition?

What land use will be given to the polluted site after its rehabilitation?

What is the scope of the envisaged aid?

What is the maximum gross aid intensity of the planned aid?

4.3. In case of an aid scheme, please explain

What is the scope of the envisaged aid?

What is the maximum gross aid intensity of the planned aid?

Have similar aid schemes been given to fund the rehabilitation of other polluted sites in your State? Please explain how many sites have been remediated under similar schemes and what were the amounts allocated to such schemes? .....................................................................................................................................

…………………………………..………………………………………...…………

5. Aid in favour of relocalisation of an Undertaking

5.1. Where is the undertaking which should benefit from the relocation aid situated?

If the location is in a Zone Natura 2000, which legislative text provides for that qualification?

5.2. Why does the relocation take place?

Please provide a thorough description of the environmental, social or public health circumstances that render the relocation necessary. Is the owner of the undertaking liable (under national or EEA legislation) for the pollution/environmental problem?

5.3. Is there an administrative or judicial decision ordering the relocation of the undertaking?





 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, attach a copy of the relevant decision.

Please confirm that the beneficiary will comply with the strictest environmental standards applicable in the new region where it is located.

5.4. What profits can the undertaking expect from the sale, the expropriation, or rent of the abandoned territories or installations?

5.5. What costs will have to be assumed in relation with the new installation with equal production capacity as the one abandoned?

Will the relocation cause penalties for the anticipated termination of the contract regarding the rent of the territory or of the buildings?

Will there be any benefits from the new technology used following the relocation?

Are there accounting gains from the better use of the installations following the relocation?

What is the maximum gross aid intensity of the planned aid? …………..………….

6. Aid to SMEs for advisory/consultancy services in the environmental field

6.1. Who are the potential beneficiaries of the aid?

Do they fulfil all the conditions of Annex 1 of Regulation (EC) No 70/2001 of the Commission of 12 January 2001, concerning the application of Articles 87 and 88 of the EC Treaty to state aids for SMEs (
)

6.2. Will the consultancy services be provided by external companies?





 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

Do the external companies have financial links with the undertakings beneficiaries of the aid?





 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

Please state the exact nature of the consultancy services: …………………….……

7. Operating aid to promote waste management and energy saving

7.1. What are the extra production costs and what share is covered by the aid?

If the aid is degressive please state the modalities?

7.2. What is the foreseen duration for the application of the notified aid scheme?

7.3. Specific questions in case of aid to promote waste management:

How is it ensured that a beneficiary finances the service provided in proportion to the amount of waste produced and/or the cost of treatment?

In case of an aid for industrial waste management are there EEA rules applicable?





 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, please describe …………………………………...:………………………………………………..
In the absence of EEA rules, are there national rules? ……………………………………………………………………….……………..





 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, please describe: ………….……………………………………………………………………………

If, yes, are these national rules stricter than EEA rules?





 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, please describe: ………………...……………………………………………………………………..

8. Operating Aids in form of tax reductions or exemptions

8.1. Introduction of a new tax

8.1.1. The EFTA State grants exemptions which lead to a rate lower than the minimum rate as stipulated in Community legislation

From which tax will a reduction or exemption be granted?

How does the levying of the tax contribute to environmental protection?

What results have been obtained as a direct consequence of the tax, or are expected to be obtained?

Why is it necessary to apply lower rates than the minimum rates stipulated in Community legislation?

Are the sectors benefiting from the tax reductions subject to strong intra-EEA and/or international competition?

How many undertakings may benefit from this measure?

Are those undertakings subject to other charges concerning environmental protection?

8.1.2. The EFTA State grants tax reductions at a rate lower than the minimum rate stipulated in Community legislation

From which tax will a reduction or exemption be granted?

How does the levying of the tax contribute to environmental protection?

What results have been obtained as a direct consequence of the tax, or are expected to be obtained?

Are the derogations conditional on the conclusion of agreements between the recipient firms and the EFTA State in order to improve environmental protection?




 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

What is the nature of these agreements? ………………………………….……….

Are the agreements open to all sectors of the economy which can benefit from the tax measure? …………………………………………………………………..…….

If the signing up to an agreement is voluntary and not a condition for receiving the tax benefit, what is the (expected) rate of accession to agreements among the beneficiaries of the tax benefit?………………………………………………….....

Who ensures the monitoring of the agreements entered into by the firms?

Which sanctions are foreseen in case of non-compliance of the obligations undertaken in the agreements? ………………..…………………...……………….

Attach a copy of such agreements or describe them in detail.

If national rules have the same effects as the above-mentioned agreements, please attach a copy of the rules.

In the absence of agreements between firms and the EFTA State, what will be the rate effectively paid by the firms after application of the reduction and what will be the difference between this amount and the minimum rate stipulated in Community legislation?

8.1.3. Derogation applicable for the introduction of a new tax imposed in the absence of a Community tax

Are the derogations conditional on the voluntary or obligatory conclusion of agreements between the firms and the EFTA State aiming at an improvement of the environment?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

What is the nature of such agreements?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

Are they open to all sectors of the economy which can benefit from the tax measure?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If the signing up to an agreement is voluntary and not a condition for receiving the tax benefit, what is the rate of accession to agreements among the beneficiaries of the tax benefit?

Who ensures the respect of the commitments entered into by the firms?

What are the sanctions in case of non-compliance with the commitments foreseen in the agreements? ……………………………………………………………..…..

Attach a copy of the draft agreements if available or describe their content.

If there are national rules having the same effect as the aforementioned agreements, attach a copy of these national rules.

In the absence of agreements between firms and the EFTA State which rate will be effectively paid by the firms after application of the reduction and which will be the difference to the "normal" national rate?
 …………….....……………………..

Please submit figures which enable the Authority to assess the share of the tax actually paid.

Which duration is foreseen for the application of the notified planned aid scheme? …………………………………………………………………………………….…

8.1.4. Derogations applicable to existing taxes

What is the environmental effect of the tax concerned by the measure?

When was the tax introduced?

For which beneficiaries?

Was the decision to grant a tax reduction for the beneficiaries concerned by this notification made in connection with a significant increase of the tax?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, please show the development of the relevant tax rate over time in absolute terms.

Have the derogations become necessary following a significant change in the economic conditions?

Describe the change………………..………………………………………………..

Is this change specific to one EFTA State or does it exists in all EFTA States? ……………………………………………………………………...………………

Which increase of charges is due to the change of economic conditions? …………………………………………………………..……………………………….

What is the duration of the application of the notified planned aid scheme?

8.1.5. Tax exemption necessary for the modernisation of production of energy in order to obtain higher energy efficiency.

What traditional energy sources will be used for the production of energy? …………………………………………………………………………..………….

What will be the difference in energy efficiency as compared to traditional methods of production? …………………………………….…….………………..

What additional costs will be caused by the envisaged production?

……………………………………………………..……………………………….

9. Operating Aids in Favour of renewable energies

9.1. Which are the categories of energy in question?

9.2. Aids for compensating the difference between the production costs for renewable energies and the market prices for such energy:

Are these new plants?





 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

What are the average production costs and the difference to the average market price for every source of renewable energy?
……………………………………….
 

Please describe the precise support mechanism and in particular the method for calculating the amount of aid:
 ……………………………………………………..

What is the foreseen duration for amortizing the plants? ….………………………

Please show that the net present value of the aid will not exceed the net present value of the total investment costs for the power plant or the type of power plant benefiting from the aid:  …………………………………………………...………

If the aid is foreseen for several years, what are the modalities for the revision of production costs and market prices? ………………………………………………

Are the plants for the production of renewable energy sources as well eligible for investment aids?





 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, how much?

How will the investment aid be taken into account when determining the need for operating aid?

Does the aid include an element of return on capital?




 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, how much? Please explain why this is considered to be necessary. For the biomass sector, can the aid go beyond the coverage of the investments?

9.3. Aids in the form of market mechanisms

Are these new plants?




 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

What are the average costs for the production of the renewable energy in question and the difference to the average market price for energy?

How will the mechanism function?

How is it ensured that the mechanism does not dissuade renewable energy producers from becoming more competitive?

How does the mechanism take imports and exports of electricity into account?

In the case of green certificates will the EFTA State intervene directly or indirectly in the price - setting?

Can the EFTA State, if it so wishes put new certificates on the market or can it buy them?




 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

Will the system include a charge to be paid in case of non-fulfilment of an obligation?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

If yes, how will this money be collected, administered and used?

How will the control be ensured in order to avoid an overall overcompensation of the participating firms?

9.4. Operating aid on the basis of the external costs avoided

Are these new plants?




 FORMCHECKBOX 

yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

no

How and by whom have the external costs avoided been calculated? Please submit a reasoned and quantified comparative cost analysis together with an assessment of external costs caused by competing energy producers………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………….

What is the maximum amount of aid per kWh? ……………..…………….……….

How is control ensured that the amounts of aid going beyond the amount resulting from option 1 is in fact re-invested in the sector or renewable energies? ………………………………………………………………………………….……

10. Operating aid for the combined production of Heat and Electricity



10.1. Which primary energy source will be utilised in the production process?

What is the benefit of the planned measure for the environment?

If the conversion efficiency is particularly high, what is the comparative average?

What will be the minimum conversion efficiency of the eligible CHP plants?

In which proportion, if at all, does the measure allow for the reduction of energy consumption?

Have the measures been assessed by an independent expert?

In which aspects and to what extent, if at all, does the production process damage less the environment?

What are the modalities of the planned aid?

What are the average production costs and the average market prices of the produced energies?

What is the average market price of a traditional energy unit?

In case of industrial use of the combined production of heat and electricity, which are the possible benefits from the production of heat?

If the aid is foreseen for several years, which are the conditions for the adjustment of production costs and market prices?

11. Other Information

Please indicate here any other information you consider relevant to the assessment of the measure(s) concerned under the Authority’s State aid Guidelines on aid for environmental protection.

 (�)	EFTA Surveillance Authority’s State Aid Guidelines Chapter 15 on aid for environmental protection, OJ No. L 21, 24.01.2002, EEA Supplement No. 6. 


 (�)	Regulation No.70/2001 on the application of Article 87 and 88 EC Treaty to State aid to small and medium size enterprises, OJ No. L 10, 13.01.2001, p. 33. This block exemption has been incorporated into the EEA Agreement by EEA Joint Committee decision No. 88/2002 of 25 June 2002/ OJ No. 266, 3.10.2002, p. 56. The amendments made by EC Commission Regulation No. 364/2002 of 25.02.2004 are only applicable once this Regulation has been incorporated into the EEA Agreement.





